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CLIMATE FLUCTUATIONS 
Climate changes over the years and decades have 
followed changes in air and ocean movements, in 
cloud formation, in water vapour and in solar 
activity. To this list we must now add carbon 
dioxide, since its concentration in the atmosphere 
has recently risen well above its highest level for at 
least 800,000 years. There is very strong evidence 
that this dramatic increase is influencing air 
temperatures, air and ocean movements and 
climate generally. [Excerpt from a longer statement by 
Dr Fred Bell, Environmental Scientist] 

BIODIVERSITY IN URBAN SYDNEY 
Dr Jane Tarran, Senior Lecturer at UTS in Urban 
Ecology spoke at the March 23rd meeting in rich 
detail on biodiversity and the need for its 
conservation. Dr Tarran explored the many benefits 
of a healthy urban forest, especially the calming, 
psychological and spiritual. Environmental, 
aesthetic, social, and economic factors benefits 
were discussed; as was the importance of studying 
the local environment, being aware of local plants 
and of using less water and fertilisers. Much more 
detail about Jane’s work generally and particularly 
on biodiversity can be found at www.science.uts.edu.au/ . 

THREATS TO NATIONAL PARKS 
The Colong Foundation is one of the several 
groups strongly opposing the NSW Government’s 
plans to change National Parks laws. Public 
meetings of leading environmental activists in the 
last six months have objected to the Government’s 
planned changes in line with a task force report on 
tourism and national parks. The changes would 
weaken both the National Parks and Wildlife Act 
and the Wilderness Act. All of the meetings called 
for public investment in national parks and for 
tourist accommodation to be provided on private 
lands. colongwilderness.org.au/media_releases/

NATIONAL BIODIVERSITY STRATEGY 
The Natural Resource Management Ministerial 
Council, on behalf of the Commonwealth and State 
governments, invites comments on the draft 
Biodiversity Conservation Strategy. This deals with 
how governments, the community, industry and 
scientists should care for Australia’s plants, 
animals and ecosystems over the next ten years. 
The final document will replace the National 
Strategy defined in 1996. Submissions close 29th 
May. Details are at www.environment.gov.au/
 

FOLLOWING VICTORIA’S BUSHFIRE 
Victoria’s faunal emblem, 
Leadbeater’s Possum 
[LP], was declared extinct 
in 1901, but found again 
near Marysville in 1961. 
LP lives in mountain ash 
forests, of which a 
significant part was 
recently burned. LP tends 
to retreat into its home 
when it detects smoke, so 

fire destroying big old trees with hollows is a major 
threat. www.wilderness.org.au/  

OATLEY PARK SPOTLIGHTING - 3RD APRIL. 
35 spot lighters gathered at Oatley Park to seek out 
some of its nocturnal inhabitants. Armed with 
spotlights, recorded owl calls and a microbat call 
detector we enjoyed the warm and still conditions.  
A Ringtail Possum was first seen travelling along 
the power line at the park entrance. Ringtails are 
vegetarians, and prefer the canopy and mid-storey 
of forests and the aerial pathways along the 
elevated phone cables. Next a Brushtail Possum 
came scampering along the ground. Then the 
microbat detector (Anabat) picked up calls of 
microbats*. We hoped we would capture one these 
in one of the bat harp traps set up for the occasion. 
At the Steamroller Park we played the call of the 
Powerful Owl through the loud hailer. This is their 
breeding time and they call to establish territories. I 
heard a Powerful Owl calling from Oatley Park in 
the previous week, but sadly none replied to our 
calls this time. Several other Brushtail and Ringtail 
Possums appeared, and then we were delighted to 
study at close hand a microbat, a Little Forest Bat, 
Vespadelus vulturnus, removed from one of the 
traps. 4 Ringtail, 7 Brushtail Possums and 1 small 
Bar-sided Skink were spotted. All of the fauna we 
saw reminded us of how important it is to protect 
their critical shelters, especially the old growth 
eucalypt trees with hollows that can take hundreds 
of years to form. All thought the night was a great 
success and look forward to the next one. [Report by 
spotlight Leader Debbie Andrew] 

*MICROBATS 
They make up a quarter of all mammal species 
native to Australia. They are everywhere, but very 
difficult for us to see them as they are silent, small 
and nocturnal. http://www.absoluteastronomy/com/
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They make up a quarter of all mammal species native to Australia. They are everywhere, but very difficult for us to see them as they are silent, small and nocturnal. http://www.absoluteastronomy/com/






OATLEY BOWLING CLUB SITE

At last report the future of this site had still not been discussed at Hurstville Council. It appears that Hurstville City Council plans to consult the entire local government area, and so dilute the voice of communities directly affected. Several interested organisations are waiting anxiously for the matter to be on the Council agenda and preparing their response. The Friends of Oatley website gives a detailed analysis of the situation, with pictures of the site, available options for future use, and suggested messages to Council. www.friendsofoatley.com  

BANANAS FROM THE PHILIPPINES


Australia has agreed to import bananas from the Philippines. Banana growers here believe that the absence of a quarantine culture there will leave the local industry open to a range of pests and diseases. They cite a 600-page report released on November 12th 2008 listing 21 pests and diseases in the Philippines of quarantine concern to Australia. There was no mention of a case for supporting our local food industry. http://theland.farmonline.com.au/

GUNNS AND THE WILDERNESS SOCIETY


4 years after Gunns sued the Wilderness Society for standing up for Tasmania’s forests, a settlement has been finalised, with Gunns to pay the Society $350,000 in costs and discontinue its legal action. As Alec Marr, the Society's Executive Director said, "The fact that Gunns now has to pay money to the Society after claiming for the past four years that the Society owed it $3.5 million demonstrates that the legal action was an empty case from the beginning," http://www.wilderness.org.au




BRIEFLY


A


boriginal Studies Course Journeys into Understanding – Saturday 16 May 2009, 9.30a.m to 4.30p.m. Venue: Rainbow Room of Sutherland Entertainment Centre. The course is taught mainly by Aboriginal tutors and aims at fostering reconciliation between Aboriginal and non Aboriginal Australians. Contact 8230 0783 or


http://www2b.abc.net.au/

C


limate Change-Our Future, Our Choice Aust Museum May2-August16 http://www.australianmuseum

C


ommunity Forum 2009 Sydney Metro CMA will host a Regional Awards and Community Forum on Saturday May 23, 9am-4pm at The Kirribilli Club. Booking is essential. Call 9895 6207; or mailto:helen.kemp@cma.nsw.gov.au

D


harawal is the title of the book by Les Bursill and Mary Jacobs, the story of the Dharawal-speaking people of Southern Sydney, and is a text for some schools in Southern Sydney. Mary is speaking at 27th April meeting. dharawal.html

D


oryanthes – Details about this Southern Sydney Journal of Art, Heritage and Natural History can be found at: doryanthes.info/index.htm

F


ishcare Volunteer Training Weekend on the 16th and 17th May organised  by the NSW Depart of Primary Industries. http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/

M


edia Training Workshop Thurs 7 May, 9.00am –5.00pm is offered by the Nature Conservation Council of NSW for community groups wishing to improve their capacity to promote local issues and to work through radio, TV and print. More information on 0402 757 342 or http://nccnsw.org.au .So
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COMING EVENTS


April 27th (Monday), 7.45 pm Regular Monthly Meeting -Speaker: Mary Jacobs (Sydney Metropolitan Catchment Management Authority) 'The Story of the Dharawal: the Aboriginal people of Southern Sydney”. [See the note below on Dharawal].


May 2nd (Sunday*) Field day Thornleigh to Fullers Bridge (part of The Great North Walk).About 14km; moderate difficulty along good tracks and valley of Lane Cove River; without any steep ascents. Train to Thornleigh. Meet at station steps 9.40am. Return from Chatswood. Leader will be catching 8.17am train from Oatley. Change at Redfern (7 minutes to change) for 8.56am train to Thornleigh (Strathfield-Hornsby Line).Bring water, lunch and hat. Leader: Alan Fairley. T 9570 8332. 


May 25th (Monday), 7.45 pm Regular Monthly Meeting Speaker: Gary Schoer (National Parks Association, Southern Sydney Branch) ‘History of Exploration & Science in Antarctica”’


May 30th (Saturday) Field day Walk in the Blackheath Area in the Blue Mountains’ Leader: Judith Malcolm [Details in the next OFF News]  [*Please note that this field day is on Sunday].











EARTH HOUR 2009.


Two weeks before Earth Hour, 1,000 cities and towns world-wide had signed up to switch their lights off. Clearly the symbolic value of this annual event is dramatic. However, some eco sceptics argue that there is no point in turning off their lights as it “doesn’t save much electricity”. �HYPERLINK "http://www.earthhour.org/mediacentre/"��earthhour.org/�/








Meetings of the Society are held at the Uniting Church Hall Fredrick St [cnr Letitia St] Oatley starting at 7.45pm, usually on the fourth Monday of the month.


 Visitors and accompanied children are welcome to all meetings and excursions.
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EARTH HOUR 2009. 
Two weeks before Earth Hour, 1,000 cities and 
towns world-wide had signed up to switch 
their lights off. Clearly the symbolic value of 
this annual event is dramatic. However, some 
eco sceptics argue that there is no point in 
turning off their lights as it “doesn’t save much 
electricity”. earthhour.org// 
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