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NEW DONATION STRATEGY
The  Planning  Workshop  in  May  considered  a  new
approach for  the Society in  using money raised from
donations and member subscriptions. It  was proposed
to direct this money more effectively in financial support
of  research  projects  in  line  with  OFF’s  objectives.  A
broad  approach  was  approved  at  the  Committee’s
August meeting, and a subcommittee has been set up
to  produce  an  outline  of  how such  a  new research-
funding scheme could work into the future. 

FORMER OATLEY BOWLING CLUB SITE
At  the  Council  meeting  on  7  November,  six  people
spoke  against  the  planning  proposal  proceeding
however, the Administrator  decided to press on with it.
The proposal  to  reclassify  the  property  to  operational
and  rezone  it  to  SP2  infrastructure  (seniors  housing)
and community facilities will be amended to apply only
to the seniors housing part (50%) of the site. A height
limit of 18.5m (more than twice the surrounding area’s
existing limit)  has been proposed for  the new zoning.
Amongst the many issues of community concern are the
loss of open space and environmental impacts of this
proposal  on  Myles  Dunphy  Reserve.  Council  will  be
conducting community information sessions on Wed 23
November and Sat 26 November.  For more information
see Friends of Oatley website and facebook. 

RENEWABLE ENERGY
Prior to the development of coal, nearly all energy used
was  renewable.  The  oldest  known  use  dates  back
790,000 years ago, in the form of traditional biomass to
fuel  fires.  Probably  the  second  oldest  usage  was
harnessing  the  wind  to  drive  ships  over  water,  some
7000  years  ago.  Recorded  history  notes  the  primary
sources  of  energy  as  human  labour,  animal  power,
water power, wind, windmills, firewood and whale oil. In
the  1860s  there  were  already  fears  that  civilization
would run out of fossil fuels. By 1911 solar energy was
recognized as important. A Scientific American article in
that year noted. “Sun-power generators will, in the near
future,  displace  all  other  forms  of  mechanical  power
over at  least  10% of  the earth's surface”.  It  predicted
that in the longer run SPGs may be central in supporting
the human race”. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

UPDATE ON FLUSHABLE WIPES 
CHOICE notes  Kimberly  Clark’s  claim  that  its  new
woven Kleenex Cleansing Cloths disintegrated "just like
toilet  paper".  This  proved not  to  be the case when it
tested the product.  Tests showed that  flushable wipes
don't  break up,  and are likely to  block pipes,  with an
estimated yearly cost of $15 million to clear blockages. 

KEEP AUSTRALIA SAFE FROM GUN VIOLENCE
20  years  after  our  nation  acted to  stop  more  firearm
deaths  Australia's  gun  laws  are  being  quietly,  and
gradually weakened.  This  risks putting our children in
danger again. https://www.change.org/

WHAT IS TO BLAME FOR SA BLACKOUTS?

Even if South Australia were powered entirely from coal,
rather than 40% by renewable energy as it now is, this
blackout would still have happened. As South Australian
Premier Jay Weatherill said: "This was a weather event,
not  a  renewable  energy  event”.
http://www.smh.com.au/comment/renewable-energy

THE GREAT BARRIER REEF
The Australian Marine Conservation Society notes that
the Reef is struggling and its fears were confirmed with
the release of the annual Great Barrier Reef report card.
For the fifth year in a row, the Reef’s overall condition
has been rated as ‘D’ by the government report  card,
and the assessment took place before the biggest coral
bleaching event on record - meaning the condition has
become even worse! The report card reveals massively
inadequate progress and investment from government
and a failure to deliver on their promises to achieve reef
water quality targets. 

THE SPRINGVALE MINE
The  community  group  4nature,  represented  by  EDO
NSW, is appealing a NSW Land and Environment Court
decision  allowing  Springvale  coal  mine  in  the  Blue
Mountains  to  discharge  large  amounts  of  mine  water
into the river system that forms part of Sydney’s drinking
water catchment.
The Planning Assessment Commission (PAC) approved
an extension to the mine operations, and in September
the Court found PAC’s approval lawful.
4nature argues that the approval was unlawful as PAC
could  not  be  satisfied  the  development  will  have  a
‘neutral  or  beneficial’  effect  on  water  quality  in  the
catchment  –  a  standard  introduced  by  the  NSW
Government  in  2009  specifically  to  protect  Sydney’s
drinking water catchment. 
This  is  the  first  case  to  test  the  2009  laws  that  also
stipulated  that  a  development  cannot  be  approved
unless the consent authority is satisfied that it will have
a  ‘neutral  or  beneficial’  effect  on  water  quality.
http://www.edonsw.org.au/springvale

PROTECTING THE GREAT AUSTRALIAN BIGHT
The Wilderness Society notes that BP has done the decent
thing  and  backed  out  of  the  Bight,  and  now wants  the
Federal  Gov  to  play  its  part  in  protecting  this  pristine
marine sanctuary from Big Oil, by rescinding all remaining
exploration  leases  and  banning  all  oil  and  gas
development in the Bight. https://www.theguardian.com/

2017 OFF MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

Members, we will shortly receive a letter reminding us that the 
annual $25 membership subscription is due by 1st s January. It will
also ask us to update our contact details if they have changed 
recently.

Meetings of the Society are held at the Oatley RSL & Community Club, 23 Letitia Oatley from 7.30 to 9.30pm, 

usually on the fourth Monday. Visitors and accompanied children are welcome at meetings and excursions.
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FIELD DAY REPORT: 30TH OCTOBER 2016
A simply  beautiful  day  was
spent  in  the calm ambience
of the Minnamurra Rainforest
on  Sunday  30th October.
Sixteen walkers  gathered at
the  Visitors  Centre  of  the
Budderoo  National  Park
ready to face the climb up to
the  Falls.  Because  of  track
work  the  walk  was  in  two
parts:  the steep walk to the
waterfall  followed  by  the

lovely Minnamurra River walk.The first part of the walk
was a challenge made easier by the regular path and
rewarded by views of the deep chasm and distant views
of the higher falls. After rain the water flow gushed down
into the deep canyon. The bush was damp and fertile
and the birdlife kept us company.  We returned to the
picnic area near the Visitors Centre for lunch then set
out on the shorter walk along the river. The walk was
glorious  with  added  excitement  provided  by  the  two
suspension bridges. All in all, it was a top day. [Report by
leader  Julian  Sheen]   OFF Website for  photos and more
details.

TALK ON OYSTERS: 24TH OCTOBER
74 OFF members and guests attended a fabulous talk
on oysters from local expert, Laurie Derwent. He spoke
of  the  rich  history of  the  estuarine  areas  around  the
Georges  River  -  home  of  the  world’s  best  oyster:
Saccostrea glomerata (Sydney Rock Oyster).

He spoke of its cultivation
from  the  early  days  in
1880’s:  when  stone  was
cut,  and  laid  around  the
estuary  to  capture  spat;
and  the  rack  method
where  oysters  were
suspended above the mud
to avoid the mud worm. 

As the production and the
demand for oysters increased, this sustainable industry
supported  many  farmers  for  generations.  Then  the
troubles  began  with  E.  coli  infection  from  water
pollution; TBT (antifouling paint) influence on shellfish;
introduction of rogue Pacific oysters; and the death knell
itself  –  QX  in  1994.  This  parasite  ruined  the  oyster
industry in the Georges River and the livelihood of many
local farming families. 

As our city continues to grow and our sewerage and
drainage  infrastructure  buckles,  our  precious  river
engorges on a toxic cocktail, the humble oysters' home
is threatened. Presentation on OFF website

 Presentation available on OFF website.

LIONS FESTIVAL
This  year’s  festival  was  superb,  sunny  with  a  light
breeze, and well attended. OFF’s stand was adjacent to
the  Bush  Care  and  Oatley  Heritage  and  Historical
Society's sites and we all benefited from the locations
with the public going to each of our stalls. 

Our  Oatley  Park  brochures
were popular, particularly the
bird  brochure,  and  Shaun
Keays-Byrne  produced  a
nice  set  of  greeting  cards
using  the  brilliant  photos  of
Peter  Mercer.  These  sold
well  and  raised  over  $100.
We  had  a  good  range  of
plants  for  sale.  We  sold
about  75% of  the stock and
were very happy to share the
proceeds with the suppliers.

This is OFF’s best opportunity for public exposure. We
benefited by gaining 5 new memberships on the day,
and distributing many membership packages. It was a
good day;  many thanks to the volunteer staff,  and to
those who arranged our stall 

FOR NOTING
Kosciuszko NP, Jan 2017.  We have booked Pygmy Possum
Lodge at Charlotte’s Pass again, from 8th January.  Contact 
Graham Fry  fryg@zipworld.com.au or 9580 6621 if 
interested.

Speakers: Our Program Officer is looking for interesting 
speakers on subjects related to flora and fauna for some of 
our meetings next year. If you have any suggestions, contact 
Matt  9570 8271.

Walks: Our Field Officer is looking for people to lead 
interesting walks. Contact Graham  9580 6621

Yemen crisis: Amnesty International notes the severe problems in 
Yemen https://www.amnesty.org.au/yemen-crisis-l/ 

Paintings of Oatley: 2017 Calendar: $8/member 

OFF Secretary: Liz Cameron, P.O. Box 52 Mortdale 2223,  9580 6621 mailto:off@oatleypark.com O.F.F News is on our website before
our monthly meetings. Editor: John Davoren.   Hyperlinks give you much more information, but some downloads may be large.

UPCOMING EVENTS [See OFF’s whole year’s program at:off.oatleypark.com/program] 
Nov 28th Monday Meeting & Social Supper – 7.30pm with Gary Schoer speaking on “An expedition to Spitzbergen”
Nov 30th Wednesday – Field day Cruising the scenic Port Hacking River. OFF’s final outing for the year will be a 
maritime excursion on 30th Nov exploring the upper reaches of Port Hacking, leaving from the Cronulla wharf (same wharf
as Bundeena ferry) at 10am. It will go for 3 hours, morning tea is provided, a sandwich lunch will cost $6.50 (must be pre-
ordered the day before), or you can provide your own. The cruise cost is $25 payable on the day, lunches extra. We need 
to confirm numbers in advance, so please book with Graham Fry or Liz Cameron  95806621, or by email to 
fryg@zipworld.com.au. If going by train, catch the Cronulla train at Mortdale at 8:54 or Oatley at 8:56. 
Dec 5th Christmas picnic in Oatley Park. Feb 6th 7.30pm AGM followed by member photos and supper (bring a plate 
to share)
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