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URBAN HABITAT CREATION
In the modern age, trees are usually viewed in terms of amenity and safety, 
with unsafe trees being removed entirely. What is generally overlooked is 
which aspects of the tree could be retained for the benefit of local wildlife and 
biodiversity. 

Dead and decaying wood is a food source for insects and other invertebrates, 
which are in turn food for reptiles and mammals and birds. Trees – alive or 
dead – which contain hollows are habitat for all manner of organisms.  
Cavities in trees can take decades or even centuries to develop into a large 
enough space for birds and animals to live in.  It is estimated that 15% of 
Australian vertebrate species use natural tree hollows for nesting, raising 
young and housing. In NSW alone, over 150 species of wildlife use cavities, 
and are referred to as obligate hollow users. Around 40 of these species are 
listed as vulnerable or endangered

As people come to a greater understanding of the importance of urban 
wildlife, and the supporting role that trees – dead as well as living – play, 
hopefully dead trees and logs will come to be seen as a thing of beauty or at 
least a necessity. So, it is pleasing that Georges River Council is drawing on 
the expertise of specialist arborist, Michael Sullings from Sydney Arbor Trees 
to create nest boxes in dead trees that would otherwise have been cut down 
and mulched. Michael and his team use small chainsaws to ‘sculpt’ the 
hollows within the trunk or branch of the tree. The size and configuration of 
the hollow will depend on both the tree size and the target animals.

In the Georges River local government area work has been completed on 
trees in Myles Dunphy Reserve, Oatley Memorial Gardens, Spooner Park 
and the Depot Roberts Road. These links are to the arborist’s final reports on 
each of these sites setting out the techniques used in detail.                         

   Alan Fairley

Mid winter is a time for wattles to bloom. The most common in the Park are 
Sydney Golden Wattle (Acacia longifolia), Myrtle-leaf Wattle (A. myrtifolia) and 
Sunshine Wattle (A. terminalis). Another yellow-flowered tall shrub in bloom is 
Narrow-leaf Geebung (Persoonia linearis). Banksia spinulosa continues to 
display its orange-yellow cones and can be seen on the edge of the roadway. 
The pea flower Eggs and Bacon (Dillwynia retorta) is one of the most common 
small shrubs. Also with yellow flowers is the ground hugging Hibbertia 
monogyna, to be seen along the Headland Track. The green tubular flowers of 
Correa reflexa may be seen in sheltered areas. One of the smallest of the 
flowering plants is the Fringed Helmet Orchid (Corybas fimbriatus), just a few 
centimetres tall, and easily missed growing along the edge of the Headland 
Track.                                                                            

WINTER FLOWERING IN OATLEY PARK

CENTENNIAL PARK WALK - The Labyrinth & Swamplands

On Friday 30th June 16 members of OFF took the train and bus to 
Centennial Park on a crisp, clear morning.After morning coffee (with good 
use of Keep Cups) and singing Happy Birthday to one of our group we set off 
for a gentle walk to the Lachlan Swamp. This is a magnificent paperbark 
swamp and home to a Flying Fox colony. We also observed a large flock of 
Little Corellas  and amongst them we spotted a few Long-billed Corellas. The 
Long-billed are normally found in Southern New South Wales.

From there we proceeded to the Labyrinth where many of us followed the 
path into its centre and out again. This sandstone labyrinth was completed in 
August 2014 having taken 5 months to build. It was based on the one in 
Chartres Cathedral in France.

After a picnic lunch on the lawns in the sun we walked back to Oxford St and 
caught a bus to the Reservoir Park in Paddington. This park is a re-purposing 
of the old water reservoir - a small gem easily overlooked. It also has a lovely 
example of a Wollemi Pine tree.

This completed our walk. We were very fortunate to have had such a sunny 
winter's day as the forecast in the beginning of the week had been very 
different. http://off.oatleypark.com/?p=6486.                             Vicki Bolling

Narrow-Leaf Geebung

A new Plan of Management is being prepared for Royal NP. As part of 
community consultations, six discussion papers are now available to read 
and comment on. These papers cover the topics of mountain biking, 
recreation, Aboriginal heritage, commercial activities, protecting park values 
and visitor destinations and can be viewed on
www.envi ronment.nsw.gov.au/parkmanagement/ royal -new-plan-
management.
They will be available for comment and online submissions until 28 August 
2017. Everyone is encouraged to have a look and have your say on the 
future management of this valuable natural asset.

ROYAL NATIONAL PARK SUBMISSIONS

A most successful dinner was held at The Oat Mill 
celebrating 63 years of OFF. The 43 members 
attending enjoyed a delicious meal prepared by John 
Roche & his staff. Thanks for all the donations for 
the raffle  which raised $210. Thanks to ticket sellers 
& to Vicki Bolling  for all  her help in organising the 
evening .                                    Sue Howard

http://off.oatleypark.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Myles-Dunphy-Reserve-wrap-up-generic.pdf
http://off.oatleypark.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Oatley-Memorial-Gardens-wrap-up-generic.pdf
http://off.oatleypark.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Spooner-Park-wrap-up-generic.pdf
http://off.oatleypark.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Depot-Road-wrap-up-generic.pdf
http://off.oatleypark.com/?p=6486
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/parkmanagement/royal-new-plan-management
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/parkmanagement/royal-new-plan-management
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Coming OFF Events in July/August
24 July - Monday Meeting at 7:30pm - Graham Lalchere Trekking a WW2 Battleground in PNG following his 
Father’s Footsteps. 
Graham’s father served in WW2 for 6 years including action in PNG. One of his most memorable stints there was at Shaggy Ridge in the Finisterre Range in 
north-east New Guinea. In 2016 Graham and his two sons trekked this treacherous area to experience some of what the Australian troops found in this rugged 
and impressive country. It is hard now to imagine what they went through as they battled not only a ferocious enemy but the climate, landscape and diseases 
found in this isolated area.
30 July SUNDAY Field Day - Coogee to Bondi walk via the historic Waverley Cemetery. 
An easy walk along the coast  to the cemetery where we will visit the graves of some well known historic people. A ten minute walk from the cemetery takes us 
to Bronte beach where we will have lunch. For those who wish, the walk can be ended here by catching a bus back to Bondi Junction . We will then continue 
on to Bondi beach which is approximately a one hour leisurely walk. We will take the 8.43am train from Oatley (Mortdale 8.45) to Bondi Junction and then catch 
the bus to Coogee.                                           Leaders: Peter and Sue de Beuzeville   0419625373
15 August TUESDAY Field Day - Sheldon Forest Track, a 5-6 km walk from Turramurra Station through Blue Gum forest and back along Pymble 
streets; some steep steps.  Leader: Liz Cameron 9580 6621 

Meetings of the Society are held at the Oatley RSL and Community Club, 23 Letitia Street, Oatley from 7:30 - 9:30pm usually on the fourth 
Monday. Visitors and accompanied children are welcome at meetings and excursions.

BRIEFLY SPEAKING …………………..
📷  The OFF Photographic Competition - the Natural World of Georges River 
Council Parks and Reserves - is up and running until 1 September. We have 
already received a few photos but July and August are undoubtedly the best 
months to photograph wild flowers and the early morning or evening light 
(“the golden hours”) adds to the impact of landscapes. See the OFF website 
for  competition Terms and Conditions http://off.oatleypark.com 

"  The Society has prepared a leaflet outlining the principles we believe 
should govern the candidates for the September Council elections. It is 
planned to letterbox this leaflet as the date of the elections approaches and 
the Society will be calling for volunteers to help out

🌿  Following the successful planting day at Oatley West Rail Park (next to 
the underpass) in late May, the Society will hold a second planting day on 
Sunday 23 July at 10:00am. We should only be a couple of hours. Hats, 
gloves and sturdy boots are essential as well as your favourite planting tool! 

🌱 The Royal has given permission for OFF and Bushcare to hold a working 
bee at Wattamolla Beach in the Royal National Park on Wednesday 23 
August starting at 9:30am and going through to lunch. Free entry, equipment 
provided but make sure you wear appropriate clothing and bring food and 
drink for a picnic lunch. Numbers are limited so you must let Shaun know 
if you want to attend 0418226310

The developer of 111 Gungah Bay Road has made an application to remove a 
large Blackbutt tree contrary to his original arborist’s report and subsequent 
approval to his DA (MOD2017/0067 to DA2015/0319). This tree is a 
magnificent example, probably the largest in the local area. It has already 
been subjected to non compliant pruning by the developer. As part of the 
approval 5 large trees have already been removed, as well as a magnolia 
being cut down rather than being moved as approved. 

As a result a petition for the rejection of this application was circulated and 
signed by 120 locals. This petition was presented to council by OFF President 
Graham Lalchere at the council  meeting on Monday 3 July 2017. This petition 
shows the concern Oatley residents have at the continuing removal of trees, 
both private and public and the resulting impact on the natural environment.

We are witnessing the death of our tree canopy by a thousand cuts.  There are 
numerous other examples in just our local area of the removal of trees, both 
public and private, legally and illegally. As well as the impact on us residents, 
removal of significant trees such as this one also affects the animals that live 
on and in them. Where do the birds,  possums and other creatures go when a 
tree like this is removed? They are virtually condemned to death as they 
cannot go elsewhere as they displace other animals. Nesting sites and food 
sources are also lost. You may view and comment on this application by 
following this link:
h t t p : / / daenqu i r y .hu rs t v i l l e . nsw .gov .au /mas te rv i ewu i /Modu les /
applicationmaster/default.aspx?page=wrapper&key=120229

PETITION REGARDING APPLICATION TO REMOVE 
BLACKBUTT TREE - 111 GUNGAH BAY RD., OATLEY

Our well-attended June meeting welcomed environmentalist Dorothy Luther 
to enlighten us of the greening efforts of folks in the inner west. 

Like so many Sydney suburbs succumbing to the wishes and demands of 
developers and Planning NSW, concrete and brick is fast replacing greenery. 
As suburban blocks are acquired, trees and associated greenery are 
absorbed into a larger footprint of urban infrastructure and potential habitat 
and pitstops for wildlife (like migrating or foraging birds) are being scraped 
into oblivion.

As councils struggle to formulate a positive outcome toward re-greening our 
local environment, individuals and small groups are taking matters into their 
own hands. Dorothy flushed out some of the guerrilla gardeners and 
committed community activists who are adopting forgotten areas of noxious 
weeds and spending their leisure hours working hard to repair the 
wastelands. We applaud their initiative and tenacity but is important to note 
that even weeds can provide valuable habitat for native animals and that 
'cleaning up' can potentially threaten remnant fauna. So even though council 
may seem to lack proactivity in this area, it is best to consult before taking 
drastic action.                                                                        Matt Allison

JUNE MEETING - DOROTHY LUTHER ‘HOLDING BACK 
THE CONCRETE’

OFF members attend Bundeena rally to protest threats to 
the Royal National Park

First the so-called eco lodge at Spring Gully and now the possibility of carving 
off 60 hectares of the RNP for a $18 billion motorway we do not need! The 
Royal is under threat and the State Government should be supporting its 
World Heritage Listing not its destruction.

If you made a submission in June following the public exhibition of the 
proposed road to service the ‘eco-lodge’, NPWS advise that it is invalid 
due to the material that was exhibited. You will need to lodge a further 
submission - see www.springgully.org

THREATS TO ROYAL NATIONAL PARK
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