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THE SECRETARY’S REPORT - LIZ CAMERON

THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS - GRAHAM LALCHERE

Highlights of the year included
• Research Grants Program initiated and grants given to two 

postgraduate students 
• Significant Tree Register established to help conserve our tree 

canopy
• Completion of wheel-chair accessible pathway in Oatley Park
• Photographic competition resulting in very successful Oatley – 

Nature in the Suburbs Calendar 2018
• Greening of the River Road Reserve near Oatley Station with 

native plants
• Banks Electorate Volunteer’s Award to John Davoren for editing 

OFF News over nine years

We mourned the passing of four members in 2017 – Rob Dickson, Jan 
Crane, Pat Donnelly and Peter Airey.

Val Douglas stepped down from the Hospitality Team after 13 years, and for 
20 years previously, program officer.  A sterling record of service.  Shaun 
Keays-Byrne and Keith McRorie have resigned from the committee.

OFF News has been produced by a sub-committee since John Davoren 
retired as Editor.  We are looking for another Editor, and assistance with  
desktop publishing*. Editor’s Note:  A new member of OFF has now taken on 
this role.

Membership reached 312 with a high level of renewals and generous 
donations to the Research Fund.  Members are invited to consider a bequest 
to OFF.

After two successful years of OFF meetings in the auditorium of Oatley RSL 
and Community Club, we are disappointed it has been reserved for Club 
functions on Monday nights.  We hope the replacement space downstairs will 
prove satisfactory.  The full report will be posted on the OFF website.  

Graham first thanked the outgoing committee, particularly Shaun Keays-
Byrne who will not be standing for the committee this year, Shaun is also 
cutting back on his work on the newsletter and the production of publicity 
materials. He will be missed both as editor and from the committee. 

Graham then thanked Sue Howard who, along with Vicki Bolling, organised 
the annual dinner, and the Hospitality and Welcome group: Val Douglas, Bev 
Watters, Sue de Beuzeville and Vicki Bolling.

He also made special mention of the OFF Research fund sub-committee for 
researching how to choose our grant recipients for this year, Rheannon 
Honey and Ross Crates. Rheannon and Ross will be reporting back to OFF 
at the November meeting. Meanwhile another round of grants will begin, 
funded through contributions to the President’s fund.

This year Graham told members about an inspirational community 
campaigner from the Botany area of Sydney: Nancy Hillier OAM. Nancy’s 
many contributions to the development of services, to championing the 
interests of residents, and to protection of the environment in the Botany Bay 
region were well known in the area. Her legacy is aptly summed up the title 
of her Sydney Morning Herald obituary as the “Relentless rebel with many 
causes”. Graham stated that he was sure the audience would agree that 
Nancy was an inspiration to us all. 

Graham’s address in full will be posted on the OFF website.

FEEDING BIRDS
It is common in the northern hemisphere, particularly in Britain, Europe and the 
US for people to put out food for birds. It is most frequently practiced during 
the harsh winter that these areas endure. It has been calculated that in the US,
500,000 tonnes of seed are fed to birds annually.

In Australia the scientific community has generally not supported the feeding of 
wild birds, particularly as we don’t have the harsh weather conditions of these 
northern hemisphere countries. However, recent research has shown that up 
to 3 million Australians feed wild birds such as seed for parrots and pigeons 
and meat for magpies. However, many of these people feel guilty about it.
 
Fortunately, attitudes are changing and it is recognised that people who are 
feeding birds are getting immense satisfaction from doing it and for some, it is 
a way of compensating for the destruction that humans have inflicted on the 
environment. It is also enhances our relationships with nature and makes us 
more willing to support conservation. While we might think that birds are 
benefiting from the food it is the humans who are probably getting more from it 
than the birds! 

A recent study on magpies where there was unlimited access to mince meat 
showed that 80% of the food fed to the chicks in the nest was still natural food 
(worms, insects, etc) and that the parent birds were not dependant on the 
humans feeding them. Therefore, do not feel guilty about feeding your pet 
magpies but try to make sure that the food is well balanced, such as pet food 
but most important of all is to keep everything clean as sharing food and water 
bowls is the easiest way to spread diseases amongst birds. 

Finally, while birds like food offerings from humans, they are much more 
grateful for water. A clean source of water will be used by many species not 
just the birds you are feeding.                                                          Graham Fry

TREE NOMINATIONS 
Unlike many Councils in Sydney, Georges River Council does not have a 
Significant Tree register for all valuable trees. It only has one for trees of 
heritage interest. If Council does not protect our significant trees, we are likely 
to eventually lose them. 

A Significant Tree Register is being established by OFF to protect trees on 
public land. Trees may be assessed on the basis of: historic or natural value; 
social or cultural value; visual or aesthetic value; whether it is old or rare; 
whether it is part of an important natural cluster. You can nominate one or 
more trees on a form on the OFF web-site: www.off.oatleypark.com and click 
onto “Tree Nominations”. 

http://www.off.oatleypark.com/
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BRIEFLY SPEAKING …………………… 
SPECIAL REQUEST - Cliff Crane would be glad to be get names, photos, 
and anecdotes to include in his September presentation "Oatley Bushwalkers 
of Yesteryear " -  contact him 9580 3269  or banjopaterson@iprimus.com.au. 

TRIP TO TASMANIAN WILDERNESS - TARKINE Expressions of interest 
were called for in last OFF News. Contacts for further information are : 
tporr i t t@tpg.com.au; 043 8620626 or Sharyn 0421 714391, 
go_river@hotmail.com

AUDITOR NEEDED. OFF is looking for an auditor to check the Society’s 
financial accounting processes. You do not need to be an accountant but 
should be confident with figures. Contact Liz Cameron, Secretary if you think 
you can help or know someone who might fit the bill.

EARTH HOUR will be held on Sat. 24 March between 8.30 and 9.30 pm. 

MYLES DUNPHY STREAMWATCH. Next session 9am Tuesday, Feb 27. 
Details Heather Stolle 0425291879. Come along to find out about the quality 
of the run-off into the Georges River.

OATLEY PARK BUSHCARE group is on the second Saturday of each month 
starting at 12.00pm. Meet up at the carpark at the top entrance gate off 
Oatley Park Avenue. Although this group is overseen by council, it is in 
essence an OFF initiative and so it is important that it is supported by 
members so we can be seen to be ‘putting our money where our mouth is’.

AUSTRALASIAN BAT SOCIETY CONFERENCE 3-6 April at Western 
Sydney University, Richmond. Registrations close 28 Feb. Information at : 
inquiries@ausbats.org.au

LIME KILN BAY WETLANDS CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC while the Georges 
River Council is undertaking maintenance work. The ponds are already 
drained of water and after a working bee organised by Neoklis Bloukos and 
friends earlier in February to collect the worst of the rubbish, council should 
be starting soon to remove sediment build up from the ponds. The work is 
scheduled to continue until the end of March.

LOCAL PARK CLOSED DUE  TO DIE-BACK DESEASE
Myles Dunphy Reserve has been 
forced to close because of an 
infestation of the die-back disease 
Phytophthora cinnamomi. Signs have 
been erected forbidding walkers 
using the tracks. 

As first reported in the November 
newsletter, this mould disease can 
be quite serious, having the potential 
to kill many different species of 
native plants. It is mainly spread by 
water washing along the ground but 
also by shoes during human activity. 
Guidelines to prevent its spread, 
titled “Arrive Clean, Leave Clean”, 
are on the Australian Government 
web-site : environment.gov.au/
biodiversity.

Oatley Flora and Fauna have booked the homestead and cottage (see photo) 
at Capertee National Park of the weekend of the 27- 29 April. As well as 
exploring the park we will also be carrying out some conservation work 
including weeding and maintenance of trees planted last year and hopefully 
doing some additional planting. As many people know, this park is a very 
important location for the critically endangered Regent Honeyeater. They 
frequently nest along the river and these trees will eventually provide additional 
food and nesting sites. At this time of the year the birds are not nesting and so 
it is unlikely they will be present but you never know! If you are interested in 
coming for the weekend and staying in the homestead or cottage, contact 
Graham Fry at fryg45@gmail.com or on 9580 6621.

TRIP TO CAPERTEE VALLEY NP IN APRIL 2018

COMMON IN TASMANIA, THE BUMBLE BEE has not yet 
established on the mainland but there was a sighting in Northern Sydmey so 
the DPI wants the public to keep a lookout.

Meetings of the Society are held at the Oatley RSL and Community Club, 23 Letitia Street, Oatley from 7:30 - 9:30pm usually on the fourth Monday. 
Visitors and accompanied children are welcome at meetings and excursions. 

Note that OFF meetings are now held in the sports room on the lower ground floor of the club, access is via the lift or stairs near the bar.

Coming OFF Events in February/March

Sunday, 4 March 2018 - Clean Up Australia Day. Jinna Reserve 8.30am -12.00pm 
OFF members will be cleaning around the edges of Lime Kiln Bay. Everyone is invited. Stay for an hour or the whole morning. Meet at Jinna Reserve at the 
bottom of Pamela Ave, South Peakhurst after 8.30am. Bags provided but bring boots and rubber gloves. Sign in with Alan Fairley at the OFF marquee.

Monday 26 February 2018 - James Baxter-Gilbert - The Eastern Water Dragon - an urban survival story
First regular monthly meeting for the year. James Baxter-Gilbert (conservation biologist) from Macquarie Uni's Lizard lab talking about research into the 
remarkable ability of Eastern Water Dragons to adapt and thrive in the urban environment.

Thursday 1 March 2018 - Visit to Victoria Barracks, Paddington - Walk Leader - Julian Sheen
This message is for those already registered for the excursion. The train leaves Oatley 8.25 and Mortdale at 8.27am (third carriage). Note: This time is 
different from that announced at the AGM. We alight at Central to catch a 440 or 373 bus that goes down Oxford Street. From Oxford St we walk round to the 
back of the barracks to the entrance on Moore Park Road (not the entrance on Oxford Street). We are due there at 10am. To get through the security gate you 
will need photo ID and $5. The tour takes about 1 ½ to 2 hours. At the conclusion we can walk down to the excellent pub on the corner of Flinders St for some 
lunch and then walk down the hill to Central Station. Only a few places left. Ring Julian 0415428744 as soon as possible.
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