
COIING EVENTS 

MONDAY. 2nd, Feb. 7,45 p.m. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 

Main business is the election of officers for the year, After this 
Edwin Dalziel will show slides of one of their recent trips. 

ADVANCE NOTICES - VERY IMPORTANT 

SUNDAY 8th. Feb. SURVEY OF OATLEY PARK 

Last year we did a winter survey of park usage and v/e now need a 
summer survey to complete the picture, As before th scouts will be 
helping to stop cars and question people but adults are needed at 

both gates from Cam. to 5 pm. The more helpers the shorter the time 
each has to stay. As time to organise this is short please phone 
Ida (57-5909) or give her your name at the Feb meeting. 

SiMDAT 22nd. Feb. NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE DOORKNOCK APPEAL. 

Againntime is short and many helpers are needed to cover as wide an 
area as possible fos an effective collection. For this one see or 
phone Gwen Helman at the meeting or on 57-4167 

F33 23d. > MONDAY. Miles Dunphy will speak on Australian World Herit; 

SUNDAY 29th, Feb Field day to the Australian Museum. A cool outing 
for a possibly hot day. Details next issue. 

ATTENTION - to those interested in learning native plant names. 
A series of "first Wednesday of the month" meetings will start in 
•February (4th,) Meet at the Myra Wall garden at lOcaa. Bring OFF 
NEWS with the list of the December plants. 
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We report with regret the death of another member - Vic Hall. The 
onset of his last long illness cane shortly after he joined us so 
the society was deprived of the benefit of his great abilities and 
many menbers were unable to get to know him better. Our sympathy 
goes to his widow - Helen, 
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The news that the State Government has approved the proposed terminal 
A.N. L. wants to build in Botany Bay is disturbing on many counts. 
Firstly the approval was given before the contents of the Environ-
mental Impact Study were made public ™ a breach of faith that is far 
too common. Secondly the study (commissioned by A. N. L.) states 
unoquivocably that this installation will ruin both the surroundings 
and approaches as residential areas leaving a large number of people 
who want out with very little local alternative.Thirdly the study 
states airily thattthe "relevant authorities" will have to do what 
they can to mitigate the effects - a heavy burden on councils, and 
hence residents? who will receive no assistance* Fourthly there is 
at present a move to study and coordinate all the possible 

sporting and residential aspect of use of 
Bay to ensur maxmuo use with tenagc Ei o h a dsvolopMnt 

as this cuts right across this concept before it can even begin, 

Thonwhole scheme is justified by the flat statement that "it is 
essential to A<.N.L8s commercial and operational needs" Certainly J 
c a n think of no place in Sydney that wouls suit this development but 
whax is wrong with Newcastle or Wollongong? They are both within 
reasonable roas or sea reach, both have foreshores that are already 
:..naustrialisod, and both could do with extra business more than Sydney. 

If this highhanded environmental destruction can occur in the centre 
of a great city where thousand of people 's lifestyles are discounted 
in favour of industrial might, the outlook for remote threatened 
areas with only i few dedicated people to fight for them is indeed 
bleak. 

•» •! •: o o » ^ o # a «r is .(• 

SECRETARY. Mrs, Ida Carder, P.O. Box 52, Mortdale. 2223 Ph. 57-5909 
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FLCWERS OF OATLEY PARK - DECEMBER. 
1. Sweet-scented Doubah (Mar.sdenia suaveolens) - snail white flowers in umbels, a 
twiner, leaves opposite, 5 cm. long. Sheltered spots. 
2.. River Mangrove (Aegiceras corniculatum) - small white flowers in umbels, small 
tree with alternate, obvate leaves. Along edge of Lime Kiln Bay. 
,3. Crinkle Bush (Lan&tin silaifolia) - white flowers on long stem, leaves much 
divided. On dry plateau. 
4. Conesticks (Petrophile fucifolia) - yellowish flowers in dense terminal cones, 
erect shrub with much divided, narrow leaves. Widespread. 
5. Dwarf Apple (Angophora cordifolia) - large white flowers, shrub with opposite 
cordate leaves, young growth covered with reddish hairs. Dry plateau. 

6. Narrow-leaved- Apple (Angophora bakeri) - white flowers on small upright tree, 
leaves up to 10 mm. wide. Widespread. 
7. Platysace ericoides - white flowers in umbels, low shrub with leaves 6 mm. 
long. Dry plateau near main gate. 
8. Christmas Bells (Blandfordia nobilis) - pink to red tubular flower on long 
stem. On dry exposed plateau near oval. 
9. Acacia parramattensis - yellow flower heads, feathery leaves, small tree. 
On roadside near playground, 
10. Podocarpus spinulosus - a gymnospera or non-flowering plant related to pines. 
A weak straggling shrub with pungent leaves, bears, seeds in fleshy receptacle. 
On lower track in sheltered spots. 
Still flowering. Haloragis, Fan Flower, ̂ ink and Green Spider Flowers, Rice Flower, 
Trigger Plant, Dillwynia retorta, Xanthosia pilosa,X. tridentata, Phyllanthus, 
Comesperma, Flannel Flower, Lesser Flannel Flower, Dumplings, Honey Flower, Zieria 
pilosa, Broad-leaf Geebung, Christmas Bush, Goodenia hederacea, Platysace lanceolata, 
Smilax, Fuchia Heath, Old Man Banksia, Narrow-leaf Geebung, Lobelia, Native Currant„ 

One of the main topics at the last Committee meeting was - naturally - MONEY. We 
have tried very hard the last few years of rising costs to keep our subscriptions 
down but inflation has finally caught up with us, We must have at least enough in 
our small reserve to cope with a bad year. The main villain is postage which hits 
our "reduced" categories. The proposed new subs are: Adult $2.50: 2 adults in one 
family $4°00:This sub will cover all dependant children in the family:Student, 
Pensioner, Corresponding Member and Junior Group all $1= 00: Adult Group $5.00; 
Life membership to be rationalised as ten times the current Annual Sub, At 
present this is $25.00 for one adult and $40.00 for two.' 

The other money problem is the appeals for help we have from time to time from 
other conservation bodies. Any Society donation comes out of everyone's pocket 
and we each have our own ideas of what we want to support, we propose to start a 
system of "appeal Boxes". These will be clearly labelled and put near the doorfor 
2 or 3 meetings after such an appeal has been received, OFF will notify any such 
appeal and anyon interested can put in a few cents or a wad of dollars which will 
be sent as members contributions. At present we have three such cases, 
1. Frazer Island Defence Organisation (FIDO) has a long battle ahead and is at 
present facing a writ for "defamation" from the mining company, ii/hoever wins, the 
legal costs are high for FIDO and negligible for the .Company,, Need funds and members, 
2. N.S.¥. Environment Centre runs on a Government grant but needs to "diversify" its 
funding to keep up with its work. Meeds personal and Society donations. 
3. Botany Bay Planning and Protection Council finds tho "development" around the 
bay is expanding at an alarming rate and regards an overall management plan as 
urgent as well as vital, A fairly new body. Wants members, helpers and funds. 
You can always get extra details of any such bodies or organisations from any 
committee member. 

We also think it will be worth trying a type of "trading table" at meetings. It 
will be aimed mainly at native plants. Quite a few of our members try their hands 
at growing these and we are hoping that they will donate spares to the Society for 
sale to other gardeners. 

" " % •• ' 

Do you have any nominations for the election of officers at the Annula General 
Meeting? Remember all positions are declared vacant and you don't have to vote 
for thi first nane put forward. This is your usual.chance to have your say or 
do your own volunteering. See you there. 
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COMING EVENTS. 

MONDAY, 23rd Feb. 7.45 p.m. "AUSTRALIA'S WORLD HERITAGE" - a talk by 
Milo Dunphy. We are privileged to have such a busy and well-
informed speaker who is so well-known in all conservation circles, 
so make this a really big meeting and bring friends and new members. 

SATURDAY 28th FEB. 2 p.m. VISIT TO MUSEUM. 

Our guide will be Miss Fat McDonald who is kindly giving her time. 
For those who wish, we shall meet for lunch in Hyde Park opposite 
the Hue?cum and then assemble at 2.00 p.m. inside the entrance 
doors, liss McDonald will give a talk and a film before we 
proceed round the Museum which is open till 5.00 p.m. Afternoon 
tor. is available there. 

IMPORTANT ... FEB.22 - NATIONAL P,iRKS & WILDLIFE FOUNDATION 
APPEAL. 

If you have not helped during the week starting Feb.16, please 
come to 120 ML Mi St. Oatley on Sunday 22nd at 10 awn. and 
Owen Hclman will give you a street to do. We need a lot of 
volunteers to cover the area. Phone: 57 4.167. 

REMINDER: Iho group learning native plant names. Meet at Myra 
Wall garden in Oatley Park at 10 a.m. on the first Wednesday of 
the month. 

•ADVANCh MOTICE: The first bus trip is to "Girrakool" on Sat., 
March 27th. Keep this date free and let Val Boyan know as 
soon as possible to save her worry about the numbers, (.it the 
next mooting, or 533-1013 after 5 p.m.) 

Habitat (Cont'd) 

attempt to burst out of the confinement of inadequate shelter. 
The rough, graffiti treatment is to indicate that the problem is 
urgent and not yet finished. (Extract from Conference Newsletter) 
Notes The Conference is being conducted on two levels, for 
Government & Non-Government Organisations at Vancouver in 1 lay/June 
this year. ::y own private and not vary worthy comment is that I 
hero no terrorists get loose, bocause I sec it a« a very signifi-
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O.F.F. welcomes now members and needs new members - with interest in the 
bushlands, ideas and support for the objectives of the conservation move-
ment. Such was the message from the Annual General Meeting on 2nd Feb. 
last. The meeting re-elected Alan Fairley (president), Ida Carder (See,) 
and Harry Whaite (Treas.) Other office bearers will bo listed on the 
programme, to be issued shortly. Ida's report on 1975 covered everything 
worthy of note; we also heard briefly from members who come from groups 
with specific issues to resolve. This is quite encouraging, to have 
evidence of people being prepared to put themselves out for what they be-
lieve to be important. And isn't our beautiful Australia worth the effort 
of working, writing and talking using what understanding we have of all 
aspects of the natural world to convince those who are less aware,"of 
what we all stand to gain, when conservation is taken more seriously. 

A very well-received announcement was that a grant has come through from 
the South-West Sydney Regional Council Ltd. which, with the gift from 
Hurstville Council means that the cost of producing the booklet on "Oatley 
Park" by Alan Fairley has been met by outside sources. It is hoped that 
proceeds from the booklet sales will go towards the cost of producing 
study sheets for use of local schools and scouts on visits to the Park. 

It is disturbing to conservationists to read in the local Press, letters 
such as one signed by "Progress" who suggests that to counter the municipal 
rate rises, thousands of homes should bo built in the Maianbar/National 
Park region "where there's only dead bush". ??? Water, sewerage, K & 3 
and power-line costs are high in newly-developing areas and have to come 
out of someone's pocket, so surely this would cause the rates to rocket 
upwards. Degeneration of native vegetation on the borders of habitation, 
loss of open space, plus many more people requiring essential services and 
just how much progress is made? Rather than add to the urban sprawl, it 
would bo more practical to use the land so expensively reclaimed from 
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Botany Bay for housing and open spaco. This would be: better than having the visual 
oyc-soros which are planned, such as a gigantic coal-loader, towering dry and liquid 
storage silos and worst of all, 200,000 tonne oil tankers liable to cause mighty'"spills'1 

affecting the Bay and surrounding beaches. 

We should be asking the question, how is it that the Planning & Environment Commission 
seems so powurluss to plan to check the wreck of natural environments, and the State 
Pollution Control Commission seems to exist to find ways to recommend approval of deve-
lopments, which everyone knows will lead to degradation and pollution in one form or 
another. Recently it was reported in SMH that SPCC had recommended that construction 
of a fuel storage terminal at Silverwater be approved. One result is to give the go-
aftead to a separate project, announced some months previously - 3 underground pipelines 
to carry fuel between Botany Bay ana Silverwater which was conditional upon the 
approval being gained for the terminal). The real point was not the added pollution the 
two projectcthemselvca-would cause, but from the future development that would almost 
certainly follow once the projects were established. However, this would not have been 
considered at the enquiry in. fact,- it would most likely not have 'bean included in the 
terms of reference. The Minister for Mines & Energy issues final permission under the 
Pipelines Act il There"you are, all wrapped up I, 

Since we ordinary folk do not have much chance to be either big-time stewards or 
exploiters of our natural resources, perhaps our responsibility lies in continuing to 
press for laws that provide for full details of proposed developments to be made public, 
and for those most concerned to be given ample time and opportunity to object/ approve 
or present alternatives. The problem is to know in time just what are the implications 
of some of the schemes. 

rlATIONAL PARKS: If you belong to or have friends who belong to the Nat. Parks Assocn., 
two walks in the current walks programme would be of local interest: 
Sat.6th March: James Cook National Park Proposal - Kurncll-Boat Harbour-Cronulla. 
Sun.7th March: Georges River National Park Proposal; Georges River-thc Elbow-Freer's 
Crossing. What's happening in our neck of the woods? These proposals for National 
Parks so close to home should give us more talking points when acting as collectors for 
the Nat. Parks & Wildlife Foundation Appeal, and give a chance to encourage folk to 
join O.F.F. at the same time. Remember "National Parks don't grow on Trees", and we 
have all week from 16th to 22nd February to propel ourselves around our chosen territory. 

* Orbit Travel Services announce National Parks Tours of North America for June and 
September (groups of 15 minimum) - see Ida Carder for letter giving the complete itiner-
aries and other details. 

APPEALS: (Further to last month's item) 

Buy a FIDO sticker for 20 cents to help the efforts of the Fraser Island Defenders. 
What's in a name? Perhaps the P.M. will take up the cudggls for his"namesake"island. 

Don't forget the other battling group, Botany 3ay Planning & Protection Council, which 
together with the Botany Bay Independent Action Group has formed a Co-ordination & 
Working Committee with representatives of many other groups all interested in some as-
pect of the Port Development. So many people are devoting themselves and their resources 
voluntarily to this cause, they can't all be brushed aside as emotional, unrealistic 
dreamers, or radical stirrers-up of trouble, 

NSW Environment Centre; Gathering & cataloguing resource material for environmental re-
ference, secretariat services, telephone answering service, providing link-ups between 
groups with similar problems etc. are some of the facilities "available from the Centre. 

Please put what you feel you can spare for any or all of these, in the boxes placed near 
the door and it will be passed on. 

PJASS RECYCLING: Members are reminded that you can deposit your empty glass containers 
at bottle collection depots. The addresses of the nearest are as follows. The organi-
sations to benefit are shown in brackets: 

833 King Georges Road, Hurstville South (Paraplegic & Quadruplegic Assocn. of N.S.W.) 
Princes Highway, Kogarah (near South Street) (St. George Hospital) 
Lloyd Reid Motors, Cnr. Chapel Rd„ & Cambridge Ave.,Bankstown (Bankstown Dist. Hospital) 
Coca-Cola Bottlers, The Crescent, Kingsgrove (St. George Hospital) 

HABITAT: The Conference Symbol: The United Nations Conference on Human 
Settlements combines three traditional forms, to reaffirm man's belief that 
he can find answers to the problems of human settlements. The outer circle 
represents the global nature of the problem and the world-wide search for 
answers which is being engendered by Habitat. The Greek triangular delta 
shelter. The human figure combines a sense of appealing for help with an 

(nnnf 1 
represents 
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COMING EVENTS* 

MONDAY. 22nd March, 1,A5 p.m. Mr. Philip Moore who is the 
President of the Sutherland Society for Growing Australian 
Plants is coming to speak on "Growing Native Plants". He has 
wonderful slides and will be able to advise those of us with 
difficulties - and who hasn't? This will be a most enjoy-
able and informative evening. 

SATURDAY. March 27th. FIELD DAY. 

Bus Trip to GIMWivOI, which is near Gosford and part of the 
Brisbane Waters National Park - a very beautiful area indeed. 
The bus leaves Oatley Station at 8 a.m. - |3 adults, 50 cents 
children. Bring lunch and thermos and enjoy a happy, relaxed 
day. Return to Oatley Station about 6 p.m. Field Officer is 
Val Boyan (Phone 533 1013 after 5.30 p.m.) 

ooooOOOOoooo 

REMINDER; Thrt reminder to the group meeting at Myra Wall 
Memorial Garden, Oatley Park, to learn identification of 
native plants will be effective as from May; details will 
appear next month. 

ENDPIECEi Whether you agree with them or not, Commoner's Four 
Laws of Ecology are something to think about: They are;-

1. Everything is Connected to Everything Else. 
2. Everything Must Go Somewhere. 
3. Nature Knows Best. 
4. There is No Such Thing As a Free Lunch. 
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Regularly in his page "Nature World" in the Sun-Herald, Vincent 
Serventy has written on any number of items of interest to 
nature-lovers, from small urban natural areas which he describes 
as "green jewels sparkling in a sea of buildings" and a haven 
for city birds such as yellow robinsj to the possibility of a 
"Green Mountains National Park on our northern border" and of 
the fact that the State Govt, is now investigating the future 
of the area, with the hope that "they will show the same fore-
sight as they finally did on the Boyd Plateau." 

Similarly, in books and on television programmes, he has con-
tributed much to the wealth of information about our many and 
varied species of wildlife. We recently expressed our congratu-
lations on his award in the New Year Honours List in recognition 
of his efforts. Here is his reply:-

"Thanks for your letter of congratulations. Could you convey my 
deep appreciation to your members. It is the work your society 
does which really deserves the honour. I am only one spokesman 
for a vast army of people trying to bring back quality of life to 
Australia. Regards. Vincent Serventy". 

Colong Committee's continuing Campaign: Those present at last 
month's meeting, having received copies of their February Bulletin 
and Supplement on the Border Ranges Rainforest will be aware that 
this is the Colong Committee's special project, and the A.C.F. 
has set up a special fund to help. Cheques etc. should be made 
out to A.C.F„ 206 Clarendon St., East Melbourne, Vic. 3002. 
Receipts will be sent so tax deductions can be claimed; and the 
funds transferred to the Colong Committee if it is stated that 
this is the purpose of the donation, 

/cont'd... 
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Colong campaign (cont'd) You. can also help by responding to the appeal of the 
ex-Minister for Lands, the Hon. John Mason by writing to Mr. J.H. Brown, MLA, 
Chairifian,'Govt, Members Committee on Forests, Parliament House, Sydney. Send a 
copy or a'separate letter to your local State member. Don't'expect it all to be 
done by the "big" conservation groups; a short letter by a private citizen carries 
every'bit as much weight as pages of names on a petition. 

NATIONAL PARKS & WILDLIFE FOUNDATION APPEAL: We hope that a whopping slice of 
Park will be purchased with the $636.27 which was the nagnificent total collected 
by 25 helpers during the Appeal week. Among these were the boys from Marist"Bros. 
High School, Penshurst, who raised over $100 and the Interact Club of Penshurst 
Girls' High, whose effort produced $53. Well done and thank you, everyone I 

SUBSCRIPTIONS: Now duel Come on, we know the membership fees have gone up, but 
look what a great programme has been arranged. Notify change of address as soon 

' as possible so that future newsletters will reach you in time for you to arrange 
to take part in the activities planned. 

OATLEY PARK SURVEY: The survey carried out on Sunday, 8th February, disclosed the 
interesting facts that - roughly half as many people visited it as on the day of 
the winter survey; people were sightseeing more than barbecuing or picnicing and 
they didn't intend to stay as long. All help given was appreciated by the organ-
isers. The complete details will be helpful in arranging the overall management 
of the Park, and in relation to other picnic and recreation areas in the district. 

Certain recommendations which have been made to Hurstville Council on account of 
the great pressure of usage on the Park, have been favourably received and it is 
expected that several will be'carried out, although everyone recognises that some 
are more difficult than others - especially measures to counter the trail bikes. 
Anyone who isn't convinced of the harm they can do should read the article In the 
December issue of "Community" (now presumed defunct, incidentally); of attempts to 
provide an area for them and what heppened to it; and the conclusion "do we really 
have the responsibility to somehow accommodate anything the engineers can concoct 
and the advertising men misrepresent?" 

BOTANY BAY: The latest bulletin (No.3) from Botany Bay Planning & Protection Cel. 
recapitulates the background to the port development - presents reasonable alterna-. 
tives and sets out the objectives of B.B.P.P.C. This will be on the notice board 
at our next meeting, together with a sketch plan showing the access routes by road 
and rail. It doesn't take much imagination to picture what the places wo knew will 
really look like if this is allowed to go ahead. The collection box yeilded 
$13.85 which will be sent on to Mr. Bernie Clarke. 

Local fishermen are taking full advantage of the recent appearance of hairtail in 
Botany Bay. For many years these strange denizens have frequented the deeps , 
around Coal & Candle Creek up north. Then came all that dreadful dredging and 
deepening of the Bay, and there they were, in enormous numbers, literally yards of 
body and sets of the most ferocious snapping teeth. A couple of those landed live 
in one small boat, nearly caused the sole occupant to "abandon ship". If they 
are a secret weapon of the Japanese or the Oil Companies, they are a very tasty one; 
especially sliced thin and crisp-fried. 

RECYCLING: You know from last months News where bottles and glass can be left, now 
you are asked to remember that Containers Ltd. still takes empty tins. Certain 
schools, too, have bins for the collection of aluminium cans. If there is one such 
nearby, this may be more convenient than trekking all the way to Hurstville. 

MINNAMUKRA HEADLAND: It has been decided that our Society's best course of action 
at this stage would be to express to the Premier our concern at the possibility 
of permanent development taking placg, as being out of line with the- Government's 
stated objective of protecting the N.S.W. Coastline from any further degradation. 

PUBLICITY & INFORMATION: If you are reading this Newsletter for the first time, 
our meetings are held on the 4th Monday each month at Methodist Church Hall, Cnr. 
Mulga Rd. & Gungah Bay Rd,m Oatley West at 7.45 p.m. Membership: Adult 2,50: 
Family (inc. children at school) $4: Students, O.A. Pensioners & Corresponding 
(Country) members $1: Junior (Child) $0.50: Adult Group $5: Junior Group $1: Dual 
Life Membership $40: Single ditto $25. 

Field Days are well planned for variety and interest in different aspects of 
outdoor and wildlife. 

President: Alan Fairley, 63 Gover St., Peakhurst 2210. Tel. 533 4827 
Secretary: Ida Carder, P.O. Box 52, Mortdals. 2223. Tel. 57 5909 
Editor: Betty Weekes, 16 Hawthorne St., Ramsgate. 2217. Tel. 529 6941 
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30MIKG EVENTS: 

MONDAY. 24th May. 7.45 p.m. .. "Wandering through National 
Parks in Europe and Kenya" - Harry & Beatrice Goldstein, well-
known to many of us as most active and valued members and now 
home after several years spent roaming in their "Campervan", 
have a most interesting and informative story to tell. This 
will be enjoyed by all — bring your friends. 

SUNDAY. MAY 30 - FIELD DAY. Hope for a lovely day for the 
walk along UL00LA TRACK in the Royal National Park. Our 
leader will be Alan Fairley who knows the area so well. Meet 
at Waterfall Station on the National Park side, near the Fire-
station at 9.30 a.m. Bring lunch, thermos and comfortable 
shoes. The walk to the Falls and back is "easy". 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 19 - Flower Study in Oatley Park led by 
ifencye Leatty, Meet at Myra Wall Garden at 10.00 a.m. for 
Q leisurely ramble and learn a few more flower names. Some 
members bring lunch as well. 

KEEP IN MIND the date of the WORKING WEEKEND at WIRRIMBIERA: 
JUNE 26 & 27. Plan ahead to come for one or both days to this 
dsliphtful spot, and help to make it more so; and also add to 
its usefulness as a study area for schools and other groups. 
Accommodation is available. More details at the next meeting, 

a*************#** 
4827. 
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According to the final returns of the National Parks & Wild-
life Foundation, this year's appeal raised over £280,000 — 
^81,000 raised by "doorknock" appeal. In a letter received 
recently, Appeals Director Michael Arnett has expressed his 
thanks and those of the Residental Appeal Co-Chairmen (Evon-
ne Goolagong Crawley/Leonard Teale) for the enthusiastic 
efforts of Gwen Helman and her team of helpers. It seems 
that |50,000 has already been set aside for the Sydney Harbour 
National Park, 

Meanwhile, down in Botany Bay, we find that the bottom has been 
dragged out of the bay and put on the top in order to make a 
"Container Terminal", Considering the size of the ships en-
visaged as using the "port", and the need to keep the channels 
dredged, one wonders how much more dredging the bay will stand 
before more serious detrimental effects begin to show up. The 
Hydraulic Model does not measure the "wave energy" generated, 
nor the sediment drift. 

However, the matters raised at the latest public Meeting - at 
Hurstville - on 22nd April, had to do with traffic, property 
values, aircraft flight paths and noise, and it was rather dis-
appointing that none of the Liberal Party speakers invited to 
that meeting came to speak to the electors of their areas. The 
other parties' representatives put their views and, in the event 
of a change of Government following the State Elections, there 
will need to bo assurances that there will be no going back on 
undertakings given at all the Public Meetings around the Bay. 
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WASTF^OT. WA^T^OT^ 

An interesting article on ^Plastic Waste and the environments hy Dr. J.8, 
Shapiro, Senior Lecturers School of Chemistry, ̂ cquarie University, contained 
this ray of hope D 

^Pecently^ a novel solution was described in a scientific journal ^ATUP^ 
hy British scientists from Manchester. Polyethylene is treated with 
nitric acid, which breaks the molecular chains into many small fragments^ 
The resultant product becomes biodegradable and is fed to selected micros 
organises. It is then converted to high-grade protein in high yields. 
These proteins contain most of the essential amino acids and are similar 
in composition to those found in cow^s ̂ ilk. Perhaps in 1985 we will be 
able to drink plastic milk and eat synthetic barnburners.^ 

While we are waiting till that great day dawns, we canhelp cut down waste by 
taking whole or broken glass articles to the Scout Hall in Cunga Bay Poad (near 
Poberts Ave.) (back of the wall, please); 
Paper and cardboard of course can be saved for the metropolitan Hospitals 
Collection; 
Pags are collected by certain charitable organisations; 
Unwanted but wearable clothing is also welcomed by the above; 
Cans, both aluminiu^and steel may be taken to Containers, Hurstville (entrance 
inDurhamStreet). By the way, milkDbottle^top collecting is ^in^ again and 
various organisations will be glad to receive any that you can save; 
Vegetable matter can be composted D and that includes any paper not suitable 
for the Hospitals Collection. 

Well, that should make the garbage bin a bit lighter; and if you think all t^s 
is a bit of a drag, you should readhow the Chinese people cope with their 
recyclable wastes. 

All in all, the Lords of Creation aren^t doing too well these days — 

the economies of many cou^ries are in a bad way; 
the tourist industry is falling off; 
the unemployment figures aren^t going down much; 
many parts of the world are in the grip of famine; 
still others are facing drought; 

and now the latest is- that the Japanese want to bring nuclear waste here for 
dispos^l^ll (Oh, it would be quite safe buried out there in the desert). 
This would have to be one of the strongest arguments yet for leaving uranium 
in the ground in the first place, ^aybe everything we discover or dig up and 
develop is not the great benefit to mankind that we are told it will be. 
(Think how D.D.T. was hailed and how that turned out). 

Take time to read some of the environmental news bulletins and journals avails 
able from the librarian. These include Community, Habitat, ̂ cos, A.C.P. 
newsletter. Save Colong Committee Bulletin and ^.P.A. Journal, as well as those 
from local groups. Some of the news is so bad you wish youhadn^t read it, 
there are also good articles about places of interest and beauty and it is a 
shame that they do not circulate more. 

It is considered worthy of note that Kogarah Council commissioned a survey of 
a part of the municipality to ascertain residents^ attitudes and opinions on 
the subject of parks, open space a^eas and recreational needs. This is comment 
dable and other Councils could well copy. 

Well, 1^11 be off shortly for a few days partaking of the delights of the 
ClowwormCaves at Waitomo and the boiling mud at Potorua — Haere ral 
Waiata poil and other ̂ oori salutations, ^ust findout what they meanwhile 
1 am there. 

Por anyone with ^285 to spare D TPBK^WAY D offers minibus Tours of Lamington 
and other national Parks on coast and tablelands. 
Details: Ph. 48.4771 a^d 48.6077 
(Special reduced rate for adult and lower rate for child with adult during 
schoolholidays). 
Listen to this: ^We travel as far north as Lamington and visit O^Peilly^s and 
Binna Burra during our stay in this rainforest paradise with its peaceful walks 
amidst magnificent red cedars, fascinating strangler figs, orchids, mosses ^ 
lichens. It is said that there are 5^0 waterfalls here. Por the bird lover 
the flashing gold and blackof the regent bowerbird, the many bright colours 
of the noisy pitta ... are memorable sights in the rainforest.^ Start saving.. 
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T-mKnTTTO OF JUNE 26TH & 27TH. WORKING AT WIRRIMBIRRA. 

Watch for the David G. Stead Memorial Wildlife Research 
Foundation signboard, on the left along the Hume Highway, 
between Tahmoor and Bargo. Overnight accommodation available; 
jo frit for all; take a special look at the Demonstration ,^rden 
neay the classroom. See Val Boyan if you need transport. 

MONDAY. JUNE 28TH. 7.45 P.M. MR. ALEX WAJ3SR. 

Mr. taiker is a well-known authority on birds and bird calls. 
This should be a good night for younger folk, so tell your 
friends t.o bring their families. 
FLOWR STUDY: Back to the normal time - 10 a.m. First Wed. 
of the month, at the Myra Wall Garden. 

KEMSt-iBER the Members' Slide Competition in November and keep 
those cameras at the ready! Details of the Sections soon. 

9**0^1.F. Society values the memberships of all who are sympathetic 
to conservation principles, but WE MUST KEEP TO REGULATIONS and 
send our newsletter only to those who are financial. If in any 
foubt, phone our Secretary, and please note also that it is possible 
(for a reduced fee) to be just a corresponding member and still 
receive OFF IJews. , ..If this last plea fails, those still un~ 
financial next month will understand when they do not receive 
th^ Newsletter thereafter. 

President: Alan Fairley, 63 Cover St. Peakhurst.2210. 
Secretary; Ida Carder, P.O. Box 52, Mortdale. 2223. 
Editors Betty Weekes, 16 Hawthorne St. Ramsgate. 2217. 

» 
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Our Society, in co-operation with the Line Kiln Bay 
Preservation Society, has prepared a Management Plan, the aim of 
which is to maintain a balance between recreation and the preser-
vation of native flora and fauna in Oatley Park. It is a detailed 
and careful plan, under various headings such as: Nature of Oatley 
Parkj Value of the Park to the Community; Some Problems con-
fronting the Park (damage by cars, trail bikes, wood-cutting, 
rubbish dumping & noxious weeds, lack of fencing etc,) Re-
commendations for better use of the Park and Lias Kiln Bay 
were outlined, based on the surveys conducted in July, 1975 
and February, 1976, summaries of which were also included. The 
following reply has been received from Hurstville Councils— 

"Council resolved that the Society be informed that work 
would proceed on the carparking areas during winter 
months; further that the matter of fence replacement 
would be considered by Council when determining a future 
Programme of Works, and that meanwhile, gaps in the 
fencing would be closed by use of poles or by other 
suitable means. 

The Municipal Engineer reported to.Council that the de-
fining of parking areas could be carried out as poles 
became available, and that the provision of a cyclone 
fence along Dame Mary Gilmore Drive would cost an estima-
ted $13,000 - Council has no funds available this year 
for the construction of the fence. 

It would be appreciated if you would bring the foregoing 

/2.. 
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(Cont'd) 
information to the attention of the members of the Society. 

In regard to the tidal ponding system in Lime Kiln Bay, 
Council noted that the terms of reference for a feasibility 
study and approximate costs were being prepared by the Society. 

The report of the survey of Oatley Park usage undertaken by 
the Society on the 8th February, 1976, was also submitted to 
Council. The Society is to be congratulated on compiling such 
an informative document.** 

Fence construction being beyond the means of Council, no doubt 
the eradication of noxious and exotic vegetation would be also, which 
seems a pity, because native vegetation can hold its own against re-invasion 
by exotics, but not unhappily by cars. 

However, it is the constant dripping of water on a stone which 
brings results, so we must persevere with what we perceive to be a worth-• 
while local project - not allow it to be shelved indefinitely. 

******** 

"WHY DON'T WE DO THIS MORE OFTEN?" The walk to Uloola Falls was 
enjoyed so much that this was the question asked as we gladly sipped a 
cup of afternoon tea at the end of a golden day, and Alan made sure that 
all the tribe was accounted for; quite a job, seeing nearly fifty turned 
up in the morning.-, a real-family occasion, and a very happy sight to see -
small figures stepping out along the trackball of .us following the clear. 
waters of the creek on its downward journeys . . 

************ 

Now here's advance news of a joint excursion with the South 
Coast Conservation Society to which we have been invited by the Illa-
warra Natural History Society on Sunday 15th Aurast. Programme: Points 
of interest in the Illawarra Region. Meeting Place: At Mb. Keira look-
out at 10 a.m. Put the date in your diary and look for more details in 
next month's O.F.F. News. 

*********** 

\ 
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COMING EVENTS 

MONDAY, 26th JULY, 7.45 p.Q. Mr* Anthony N. Rodd, who is a 
botanist at the Botanical Gardens, is coming to talk about Austra-
lian Palms. He is currently engaged in this study and has recently 
been in North-West Australia, so will have soma interesting and 
beautiful slides of the tropical regions, just the thing for a 
winter's night, but as the hall is heated, and with the good 
attendances such as we've been having, we could almost imagine 
we're there as well. See you there, 

FIELD'DAY: SATURDAY JULY 31st. Bus trip to WEST HEAD led by Alan 
Fairley. If you have Alan's book "Along the Track" , turn to page 
64 to refresh your memory. It's great to read about, to be actually 
going even better, Mset at Oatley Station at 8 a.m. with lunch, 
thermos etc. and enjoy the fellowship of the trip, and the lovely 
Hawkesbury scenery. This will be a foretaste of Spring as lots of 
native flowers are blooming already. There are aboriginal carvings 
to view and NO HARD WALKING, $3 adults; 50 cents children. For 
further information contact our Field Officer, Mrs. Val Boyan, 
533 1013 (after 5.30 p.m.) 

JOINT EXCURSION — SUNDAY 15th AUGUST — with South Coast Conservation 
Society,.at the invitation of the Illawarra Natural History Society. 
Programme; Points of interest in the Illawarra Region. 
Meeting Place: At Mfc0 Keira Lookout at 10.a.m. Look for turn off 
sign on the Mt. Ousley road. This is a sort of mystery tour in 
that we don't know just what points of interest we shall see. It will 
be good to meet.with these:group6, however, so let's all go along. 

1 

That dingo-bait episode: Our efficient secretary wrote promptly to 
the Premier and other Ministers concerned, commending the actio 13 
taken in that regard* There must be other ways of dealing with 
predators of stock, without endangering wildlife indiscriminately. 

The ACF occasional publicationJ'HABITAT Australia" in the Hay issue-
lias a Special East Gippsland emphasis, also much information on tfyer 
woodchip threat and the conservation alternative. Well worth your 
attention. Ask any of the committee for a loan of it, 
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Traditional energy supplies are dwindling; nuclear power still-
raises Question marks in many quarters; yet the most beneficient 
supplier of energy,resources beams radiantly down, free, natural, 
non-polluting. Does it not seem strange that in a countryas dry 
as most of Australia is, we have not even scratched'the surface of 
research into large-scale production of energy from the sun's rays— 
when we havg such huge expanses of desert throughout this country, 
ideal for the purpose. 

According to a SMH report, the Senate Standing Committee on National 
Resources "Enquiry into Solar Energy" was told recently by the Solar 
Energy Studies Unit of the CSIRO that Solar Energy could provide 50 
per cent of Australia's transport energy needs and 40 per cent of 
heating energy needs by the end of the century and that Australian 
Government spending on solar energy research and development should 
be increased eightfold ot- tenfold. , 

A band of people who want solar energy considered as the means of 
meeting this country's future energy needs is the recently-formed 
Society for Solar Energy & Alternative Technology, convened by Mr. 
Fodney Jensen, and composed of physicists, town planners, architects 
solar heater manufacturers, etc. with patron, Edward St* John. Tiioy 
°̂.nt to encourage the Federal Government tn increase funding o.t ro— 
search into solar energy and to create more public* awareness of tiiti 
possibilities of this form of energy. 

Xt takes about 10 years to recover the cost of installing a solar 
home heating unit, but if the fuels become scarcer and no doubt 
dearer, this may be a good time to consider converting existing 
systems and thus, in a small way, conserving existing stocks of non-
renewable fuels. 

I 
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KOALAS IN HSATHCOTE STATE PARK?? 
Summary of letter in current NPA Journal. 

The" writer, Robert Kentwe11, gathered well-supported proof of the 
actual presence of koalas in the Park, after reading an article in 
197& absut- this possibility. ' • 

Controlled Burning 

At that time, it was being debated whether aerial burning sho'.ild bo 
carried out and evidence seemed urgently needed if they were there, 
so steps could be taken to protect them and their food supply. 

Reported Sighting 

Aiformer ranger, John Sommerlad, told Mr. Kantwo11 of sighting them 
at Trailers lake and also of a stand of grey gums "just back from the 
junction-of Bullawarring & Hooray tracks. Here drawings were made of 
scratches on the trees, one in particular, thin a visit was made to 
Muogamarra Nature Reserve where koala cldwmarks on tress'in that 
Reserve's koala compound were shown to Mr, Kentwell by Mr. G. Settle, 
a zoologist at the Cowan Fie Mutation at U/NSW. Some of these claw-
marks tallied-with those sketched at Eeathcote and were verified by 
Mr. Settle as being caused by koalas. Returning to the Park, Mr. 
Kent well "systematically photographed" .ttw .selected tree and Mr. Settle 
again verified that the marks were "of koala origin". 
«•»«*•**•• « e i 4 a» a*#*##*### «!••«•*•* 

Report to MP & WS. 

Mr. Fox (NP&WS) received a full report, saw.the-photographs and told 
Mr. Kentwell that he should "let responsible people know, so that 
sightings might be made". 

• Ho Invaitination , ;,s 

Xwo Ranger naturalists at Royal National park -told Mr. Kentwell that 
, they would^do any further investigating, but 14 months had elapsed 
without any full investigation; hence the letter to NPA (taking the 
advice of Mr. Ftot as quoted above). 

- ' . - * • • • ' i * . -*! • < ' 

U,'. ̂--SBEgiVal- .Menaced -by Fire ••• • 

Finally, Mr. Kentwell- asks "in the interest of the survival of any 
koalas still in Heathcote State Park, survival menaced by fire, would 
you ask your- members to keep the furry fellows*' in mind whenever they 
go there-, particularly those who camp and so can use a torch cr spot-
light , With deepest thanks. Ray Kentwell". 

O.F.F. NEWS JULY: 1976 

GOULD LEAGUE: „ • 
< *• . . . . . . 

Call to aid another aspect of the conservation effort comes from Allen 
Strom in the Gould League Newsletter:- . • ? 

"The League has thousands of members, but they are all juniors, It has 
a couple of hundred Full Members and upon them rests our status with 
other organisations working for congejvatioji. a^4 the environment. Member-
ship is not very demanding in a financial fashion (only one dollar per 
annum) and its commitment is rather like a "life-preserver for the young' 
Environmental education in the schools is presently receiving little 
priority» . • « 

A grant has recently been made for an Environmental Studies Centre to be 
set up at LONG NECK LAGOON, and over the weekend September 25. and 26, the 
Association for Environmental 'Education (NSW) in co-operation with the 
Gould League, will run programmes for those interested in environmental 
education, at the lagoon. Mare details from the Secretary of the League, 
Public School, Milson's Point. 2061, 92 8934 »11 

A dollar is a. small amount to. help the Gould League of NSW (as It'is now' 
continue its valuable work in the schools today - to help- teachers plan 
and programme, and children to become aware and think for themselves 
about Jheir surroundings, both natural and man-made, in terms of conser-
vation,, for its betterment....iiEd.- . ' --

For the encouragement of intending -(and aiso urifinancial) members, the 
following information re our own.Society is includedi-

Subscrlptlons: - ' >L 
These shall be due at the close of the Annual General Meeting, which wil: 
each year review and fix the amount of ,^ubqcrip%pRs, These now are: 
Adults #2*50; Family (including children at school) $4; Students, Old 
Age Pensioners and.Corresponding (country) members $1; Junior (child).50 
Adult Group $5,00; Junior Group ,$1,00; Dual Life M1ship $40$ Single $25.d 

Objects are to further the conservation-of our natural resources, parti-
cularly flora and fauna, and to encourage the growing of native trees, 
shrubs and flowers. Meetings and. Field Activities, arranged on- this basi; 

j v.' . w .. ' - j—, i — '' i , -
President: Alan Fairley, 63 Cover St,, PEAKHURST, 533-4827 
Secretary: Ida Cardery P.Q, Box 52MQRTDALE * 57-3909 
Editor : Betty/We ekes, 16 Hawthorne St., RAMSGATE529-694"*' * 
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COMING -EVENTS l -

Sunday August 15th: Outing with Illawarra National History 
Society. Meeting Place: Mt. Keira Lookout at 10.a.m. Turn 
off to the right on the Mt. Ousley road. Varied programme. 

Monday August 2.3rd: 7.45 p.m. Mr. Donald Geering, Scientific 
Officer from the State Pollution Control Commission's Botany 
Bay Study is to address us. As this study covers various as-
pects of the use and misuse of the Georges River also, this is 
an important meeting and we want a very good attendance. Local 
Aldermen and M.P.'s are being specially invited. 

Sunday September 12th: Field Day. A visit to the Yeramba 
Wildflower Garden in Sylvan Grove, Picnic Point, This is a 
superb collection of native plants and should be at its best. 
Meet at the Garden at 10 a.m. Places to sit for morning tea 
and lunch. 

zzzzz-ZZZzzzzz, 
Flower Study - Oatley Park - Normally 1st Wednesday of each month 
at 10 a.m. Meet at Myra Wall Garden. Next month's meeting 
will be on 8th September. with Mrs. Bessie Benn as guide while 
Nancy Beattie is away. 

Library Notes: The following records will be available for 
borrowing at cur next meeting. 

"'Meiiara.1' - the Lyre Bird — Harold Pollock (with notes & ilius.) 
"Bird & Animal Calls of Aust."(notes & colour plates) 
"Voices of the Australian Bush" - Harold Pollock 
"Australian Bird Songs" - Carl Weismann & Allen Keast; also 
"Birds of the Outback" and "The Birds around us". 
Both the latter records were kindly donated to us from the 
Newboult6t collection. 

Note: Books should be returned each month. Mrs. Ness Grundy 
will be glad to see the return of some long overdue. 

President; Alan Fairley,63 Gover St., Peakhurst. 533-4827 
Secretary: Ida Carder, P.O. Box 52, Mortdale. 57-5909 
Editor : Betty Weekes, 16 Hawthorne St.,Ramsgate529-6941 
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*** WELCOME HOME TO THE WHAITES *** 

A hearty "Welcome Home", Olive and Harry, from your wanderings on the 
Continong and other parts of the world, Hope soon to hear all about it, 

Just to bring news of our activities up to date, we have a few items 
of local interest. 

The first concerns the Oatley Park Management Plan (not to be confused 
with the Eastern Suburbs Railway), Since there appears to be no 
commencement of work on this plan,,the Committee arranged a meeting 
with aldermen of the Ward wherein the Park is situated - Russ Smith, 
Joan Loew and Graham Foster joined the President and Secretary one 
Sunday, devoting precious leisure time to an "on site" discussion, 
and we thank them. Our decision was to submit a request for immediate 
action on the i'irst priorities - closure to parking of the most dama-
ged areas. The distance visitors come and their appreciation of the 
Park is obvious from the Surveys, but not everyone is sufficiently 
aware of the need for greater care in the use of our scarce parkland. 
If we don't keep stressing the need for a Management Plan to ensure 
proper use, the Park faces ever-increasing deterioration; so if you 
live in Hurstville Municipality, why not mention the urgency of this 
matter to the Aldermen in your own Ward. 

O.F.F. Society now possess a copy of the Hurstville Planning Scheme 
& Ordinance, After discussion on the indications that certain esturine 
areas of Gungah Bay, Jewfish Bay and Lime Kiln Bay were zoned to be 
acquired and filled by Council, it was decided to lodge objection, 
setting oui our reasons on the appropriate form. 

Earth Week: This year from Sept. 20th to Sept. 26th. We are planning 
a display in Oatley Park on Sunday 26th. Please notify Secretary if 
you with to assist. 



Botany Bay Port & Environment Inquiry; The narrow terms of.ref-
erence for submissions to this Inquiry were the subject of a 
letter to the Premier which he has noted, while Minister for Lands 
Mr. Crabtree also has acknowledged receipt of the copy of this 
letter sent to him. 
Resolutions at all Public Meetings around the Bay since May, '75 
have called for enquiry into the impact, social and environmental, 
of all stages of the Pert Development on the whole Bay and tribu-
taries . Since attaining office, the Labour support for these 
resolutions seems to have shrunk, like the water area of the Bay. 
The Port Development cannot be considered in isolation, as only 
affecting the northern part of the Bay. If Sydney Harbour faci-
lities dia have to be enlarged, at least the shores are rocky and 
capable of sustaining whatever alterations would be needed to cope 
with the larger vessels. Newcastle and Port Kembla are equipped 
for handling the coal loading for a good many years yet. And, 
besides, what has been dredged already would make a wonderful 
site for sporting complexes or an Olympic Village, so it wouldn't 
be completely wasted. 

Forestry Meeting; Held in C^stlereagh State Forest on 11th July, 
Invitation unfortunately too late for members to receive notice 
in OFF News. It was one of a series, aimed at formulating a 
nationally co-ordinated approach, so that alternatives can be 
effectively proposed to clearfelling, to the rainforest logging 
and other aspects of the intensive forestry developments through-
out Australia, As a result of this meeting, attended by represen-
tatives from a number of conservation groups, Forestry Commission 
A.B»C. and Channel 10, 8 objectives were stated. Named the 
Native Forest Action Council, the Steering Committee is to call* 
a public meeting at the end of September, and there is to be a 
national meeting in Melbourne on 30th Ausust, 

"an expensive way of obtaining revenue for Australia} verging on 
the wanton" was the way Charles Birch described the destruction 
of native forests for woodchips to export for paper products 
to be made in Japan - one more short step and they are litter in 
the garbage bin. 

"I BELIEVE...That, because the forests and trees supply food and 
shelter fir the birds, and unique marsupials like the Koala, such 

/ \ 
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forests should not be destroyed without adequate reason and due re-
placement," ..from the pen of Ellis Troughton. 

******* SPECIAL MEMBERS' SLIDE COMPETITION ******* 

Sections in- -the 'Competition will be: 

1. Candid camera on outings 5. Mountain & Rock Studies 
2,....Native Flowers 6. Pollution & Conservation 
3. Wildlife 7. Outdoor Activities, bushwalking 
4. Scenery in National Parks climbing, fishing etc. 

8. Junior Entry, 16 and under. 

Details will be published next month as slides must be in at the 
October meeting. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Zina Oliver writes that she is in hospital. I'm sure all join in 
wishing a speedy recovery to a long-time member. 

Note on Recycling: As reported by one of cur members, the Paraplegic Socy 
in King George's Road no longer receives cans & bottles. Because of the 
mess caused in the collection area by those who must always smash and 
upset things, Council directed that collection cease. 

Trip tc West Head: The highlights ware undoubtedly all those most interes 
ting aboriginal rock drawings, explained by Alan Fairley. These are in 
danger of being worn away rapidly by people putting ssnd in them so they 
will photograph better, and then others walk all over them and grind 
them away. The tssselated rock pavement leaves one guessing; in one plac 
it is in straight lines, in another the formation is like cobblestones. 
The birds and flowers were out, likewise the people; the view from Commo-
dore Heighte glorious - with Lion Island and Barrenjoey on one side, the 
white sails on the blue of Pittwater on the other, with the red roofs sof 
tened by distance. The children had a ride on the twisted limbs of a 
huge Sydney Red Gum, spreading over a convenient outcrop of rock which en 
abled them to climb aboard. 55 set out a .id 55 came home; Terry who drove 
the bus but threatened to make anyone walk home if they called him "bus 
driver" did not have to carry out his threat; in fact, he seemed to enjiy 
it all as much as we did.....which was more than somewhat, I do believe. 

HELP STOP THE SANDMINING IN EAST COAST DUNES: Write to Premier, local men 
ber, Lands Minister & dailies, demanding labor*s policy be carried out. 
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COMING EVENTS; 
WIRRIMBIRRA: 18th Sept. 2.p.m. A.G.M. Speaker: Judith Wright. 
EARTH DAY7" 26th September - Display by O.F.F. in Oatley Park 
close to the Children's Playground. Come and help to answer 
questions, a chance to interest people in our Society and in 
conservation. 
BUSINESS MEETING: Monday 27th September, 7.45 p.m. Interesting 
reports on activities concerning all of us. Your comments will be 
welcome. Bird slides by Bruce Helman will conclude the meeting. 

N.C.C. ANNUAL DINFER: Saturday 23rd October, 6.30 p.m. Austra-
lian Museum, College St., Sydney. Advance booking necessary. 

MONTHLY MEETING: Monday 25th October. Speaker, Dr. Courtney 
Smithers from the Aust. Museum will be bringing a collection of 
insect specimens on slides for viewing under microscopes. Of 
special interest to students, young and old. 

CAMPING WEEKEND AT PEBBLY BEACH; October 30th & 31st. 
Single & double accommodation in cabins. Please let Mrs* Gwen 
Helman know what you require at the meeting on 27th Sept., 
so that arrangements can ba made. Camping space available too. 

IMPORTANT 1 SLIDE COMPETITION. 22nd November. Hand in your 
slides at the October meeting, with -

1, Your name, also title if any, on the slide, 
2. Place slide(s) in envelope with name, category 

and any other information such as where taken. 

Categories: 1. Candid Camera on Outings 2. Native Flowers 
3. Wildlife 4. Scenery in National Parks 5. Mountain & Rock 
studies 6. Pollution & Conservation 7. Outdoor Activities, 
(bushwalking, climbing, fishing etc.) 3. Junior Entry (16 & under) 

REMEMBER, this is a FuN night, not a professional competition, so 
join in and make it an all-round success. Further information 
from John Blacker or Jim Gardner. 

.—-00O00 

President: Alan Fairley, 63 Gover St., Peakhurst„ 533 4827 
Secretary: Ida Carder, P.O. 3ox 52, Mortdalo. 57 5909 
Editor : Betty Weekes, 16 Hawthcrne St., Ramsgate 529 6941 
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What is so special about our Native Forests? Isn't one tree as good as 
another? Does it matter if the entire growth of an area is removed for the 
wood-chipping industry? I think ve all know how important trees are for 
all the obvious reasons; but consider how marvellously the Eucalypts are 
adapted to the Australian conditions - poor soil, lack of water, raging 
bushfires etc. The way regeneration takes place is something to wonder at, 
no matter how many times one witnesses the greening of a burnt-out piece 
of scrub. This is because of the provision of leaf "buds" which can go on 
producing almost unlimited new shoots. Even when these'are exhaustedthero 
are ''buds" embedded just beneath the bark - perhaps 7000for a tree 20 
metres high. The tough outer bark protects these "buds",being capable of 
withstanding tremendous heat. 

Then there is the "kino", an orange-brown liquid which helps to restore 
breaks made by fungi and insects. This kino hardens on exposure to air, 
to become a deep-red mass that is impenetrable to further attacks. 

Last of all, most Eucalypts have swellings at the base, that cover the 
upper roots and lie half-buried in the soil. These are called ligno-
tubers and send up bunches of new shoorts when the tree seems completely 
finished. A tree can completely re-grow from these shoots. 

The brittle wood of Eucalypts makes them comparatively short-lived -
roughly 400 years is the utmost limit, but within that lifetime they have 
sustained not only themselves, but a host of other living organismss from 
native animals, birds and insects to orchids, lichens and mosses. 

With all their natural defences however, the forest giants are helpless 
against Man. Once, it was a case of Man + axe -v. Tree; now it is 
Kan + all the machines he has been able to devise to dispose of Tree; 
but now all the eco-system suffers permanent damage as well, therefore— 
the need was seen for an organisation to concentrate on the forestry 
issue, with a co-ordinated campaign in all States, and to raise public 
awareness of the fate of the forests. 
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Enter the recently formed. Native Forest Action. Council mentioned 
in last month's OFF News. Anyone who believes that the Australian 
Native Forests are already exploited by agriculture and timber 
production and that ecological reserves of these forests are in-
adequate, will be in accord with the basic objectives of this 
Council, which ares-

1. Adequate conservation of all forest communities within all geo-
graphic regions throughout Australia should take place over a 
representative minimum of 15$ of the original forested area. 

2. There should he no further clearing of native forests for agri-
culture and the remaining native forest communities suitable for 
agriculture should be acquired and reserved for conservation 
until (1) is satisfied. 

3. There should be no further clearing of native forests by inten-
sive forestry programmes (e.g. pine plantation & woodchipping), 
but all such programmes that can be proven environmentally sound 
should be developed on already cleared land. 

4. To encourage the multiple use of all native forests outside eco-
logical reserves and plantations. 

5. Reafforestation of urban and rural landscapes with native trees 
and;native plants should be actively promoted by the Council. 

6. Education of the general public, and in particular school-
children, on the m n y values of Australian native forests should 
be undertaken by the Native Forest Action Council. 

7. That all forests managed for wood production be managed on a 
sustained yield basis. 

8. To encourage research into alternative resources for forest pro-
ducts, particularly paper. 

I know it is well-nigh impossible for our Society to support any more 
organisations (except in principle), but keep the Native Forests 
Council's objectives in mind, and hope for the aims '!~e bo {>.drierrd. 

The latest Colong Committee Bulletin reports that the A.L.P. 's 
"J.W. Environment Committee presented to the 1976 State Conference 
detailed report embodying recommendations by the Colong Committee, 

on many aspects of conservation on which there has been controversy, 
and that a number of them have been adopted by the Conference. This 
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is good news, and. should provide those Ministers, and Departments that are 
concerned with the environment with guidelines in giving effect-to Labor's 
policy in this regard. 

On Forestry, the report concerned management on restrained yield and mul-
tiple usej more areas of State Forest to become National Parks; no mre 
large softwood projects requiring clearance of native forests, any of these 
in future should be on previously cleared land. 

The Colong Committee is to be commended for all the activities carried on 
in its 8 years of existence aimed at protecting and preserving the natural 
environment. 

Nature Conservation Council Annual Dinner; This year will he the 21st Anni-
versary of the Annual Dinner, which will be held at the Australian Museum, 
College Street, Sydney, from 6.30 p.m. on Saturday 23rd October, The 
Speaker will be Hon. F.J. Walker, his subject "Environment & the Law". 
Delicious dinner including drinks $7.50 per head. Those wanting tickets 
should let our Secretary know as soon as possible. 

The Chairman of the N.C.C., Mr. Len Willan, has recently been appointed by 
Lands Minister, Mr. Crabtree, to represent conservation interests on the 
State Pollution Control Commission. 

A number of residents keen to retain the bushland charm of Oatley have 
grouped together under the name of POW (Preserve Oatley West), their aim 
being to oppose Hurstville Council's proposed Plan to re-zone for reclama-
tion by filling (and so destroy) the natural bushland at the heads of Jew-
fish, Gungah and Lime Kiln Bays. Petitions are circulating and objections 
my be lodged with the Council. Anyone requiring further information could 
contact either the President, Mr. R.E. Smith (57 5833) or the Secretary, 
Mrs. F. Gervasoni (579 1772). 

Combined outing v/ith Il.Tawa:ic natural History Gocie!7 & South uoag'u C:.n..-, 
tion Society on 15th AugusxT: It's a sfxame so few members turned" up for a 
tour of the Jllewarra district that mo-t peoole fly through without knovir.j 
it is there• From an explanation of geological and other features of the o 
carpment, we moved to Hooker Point for close-ups (through field glasses) of 
the many species of waterfowl, including pelicans, black swans, cormorants, 
ibis and ducks, and then on to lunch on Picnic Island - an enjoyable day. 
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COMTNu EVENTS: 

WEDNESDAY, 13th October: Flower Study in Oatley Park. Meet at 
Myra Wall Garden. 

THURSDAY. 14-th Octobers Public Meeting; 8 p.m. Methodist Church 
Hall, Oatley West. Speakers from Council and POW, on the Town 
Plan, have been invited. 

SUNDAY; 17th October: Field Day in Oatley Park; Visit by Banks-
town Conservation Society. Meet at 10 a.m. Myra Wall Garden 

SATURDAY 23rd October: N.C.C. Annual Dinner. Aust. Museum. 

MONDAY. 25th October: 7.65 P.m. Monthly Meeting. This should be a 
very interesting night as Dr. Courtney Smithers from the Aust, 
Museum is going to bring a selection of insect specimens on slides 
and the equipment for us to view them. Many of you know Dr. Smithers 
who has previously visited us and spoken about Butterflies and 
their migration. Bring the young folk along too. 

WEEKEND _0F 30th & 31st October; Camping at Pebbly Beach - 175 
miles south of Sydney. Make your own arrangements for accommo-
dation if needed by writing to Mrs. Schwallback or Mr. Higgins 
C/- P.O. East lynne, 2536. Contact our Field Officer, Val Boyan 
(533 1013 after 5.30 p.m.) for further information. 

IMPORTANT: SLIDE COMPETITION: 

Let Jim Gardner or John Blacker have your slides, clearly labelled, 
at the October meeting and so make our final (November) meeting 
a time of fun and enjoyment. Please put your name and the title 
(if any) on the slides, which should be in an envelope also marked 
with your neme and the category and where taken (if possible). 

FINAL OUTING FOR THE YEAR: BUS TRIP TO MINNAMURRA FALLS. 27.11.76. 
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At the second and 'final Business Meeting on 27th September, 
among the items reported werei-

Tree-plantlng in Oatley Park - 26th September, Surprisingly, 
well attended — Hurstville Council Aldermen Bargin (New Mayor), 
Foster, Loew and Swanton, together with two members of the Junior 
Council, planted the trees which O.F.F. members have undertaken 
to water and nurture. A convivial cup of tea in the recreation 
area rounded off the proceedings, with expressions of enjoyment, 
not least for the contents of the various "plates" provided. 
This is the sort of P.R. which is definitely to our mutual benefit. 

Our Earth Day Display on the same day, same place, was well-organ-
ised, and attracted some interest, especially from some of the 
children, so some conservation principles are getting through. 
Others just wanted whatever was being "handed out", mostly material 
supplied by the Pollution Control Commission, Thanks to all who 
took part. 

Copies of the Study Sheets prepared by Alan Fairley were circulated 
at the business meeting. Alan intends sending samples to schools 
with a covering letter — anyone with school contacts would be 
welcome to hand—deliver these, also to other groups e.g. Scouts, 
They cost 15 cents a sheet, or $4.00 to cover the copyright, so 
groups could run off their own and they can be used in studying 
any natural areas. 

Cominp of Ase: It was decided that past members, present, members 
and Friends of O.F.F. should be called to a 21st Anniversary Dinnei. 
Further details will be found on the insert to this months OFF News, 
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Field Day jr. Oatley Park: The Banks town Conservation Society plan 
to meet at 10 a.m. on Sunday 17th October, at the Myra Wall Garden. 
/.Ian Fairley will act as guide; O.F.F. members are welcome, so 
come and make this an enjoyable day for the visitors. 

From POW (Preserve Oatley Vest) came the announcement that a PUBLIC 
MEETING i3 to be held on 14-th October in the Methodist Church Hall 
Oatley West at 8.00 p.m. Notices giving details will be placed 
throughout Oatley. Please show your interest and support by 
attending. 

To round off this part of the meeting, our Treasurer, Harry 
Whaite, presented a detailed Balance Sheet, showing the states 
of the General Account and the Newspaper Account, both with the 
balance in our favour, fortunately. Postage seems to be the only 
shadow on our horizon. 

Thereafter, we admired the birds and other wildlife on Bruce 
Helman1s slides, and the not-so-wild life on those brought along 
by Gwen, taken on several of our outings throughout the year. 

********************* 

It is noticeable that there is more widespread landscaping with 
native trees and shrubs (around newly-developed blocks of units 
and villas, and in public areas). While this is a step in the 
right direction, it is not nearly as good as protecting areas to 
allow regeneration to take place naturally, because groups of 
plants thus are able to get along together and this in turn helps 
to support the animal life of that area. 

Partly blocking off a much-over-used part of Oatley Park is a good 
start, and the "tree-planting" which turned out to be a feature of 
our Earth Day effort, did highlight the degree of co-operation 
between our Society and Aldermen of Hurstville Council. 

However, this does not solve the problem of regeneration in the Park, 
in fact, if anything, it emphasised the need to ensure its protec-
tion, and the even greater need for a consistent policy in regard 
to this valuable piecd of property, if it is not to be "loved to 
death", sometimes the fate of beautiful and well-known spots. 
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The numbers of people and the distance they come to visit, must 
surely indicate that other areas of a similar nature (i.e. with 
space for active and passive recreation AND bushland experience) 
would be equally well-received, and would take some of the pressure 
off this one. 

Considering what has been achieved at Stony Range and what is going 
on at Yeramba, nay even lead in time to the creation and develop-
ment of natural beauty again, in suburbs where there is now only 
the ugliness of unrelieved bricks & mortar, tar & cement. While 
we have such a wealth of beautiful, unusual and unique wild flowers 
and wild creatures, that they still continue to exist in pockets 
of urban bushland, and even (amazingly) in the heart of the City, 
is a very good reason to continue to press for environmental pro-
tection so we don't lose them altogether, and so that some species 
may even be coaxed back, into our urban surroundings. 

**************** 

Members' News. 

Nancy Beatty wrote recently that she had taken a collection of 
acacias to the Perth Herbarium, where it was found she had several 
that they had not previously known. Nancy has a special interest 
in acacias, and this has resulted in adding to knowledge of our 
Australian flora. 

As Cec. put it in a letter to Ida Carder: "Well, the Saintys have 
at last formed their third and probably biggest Conservation Society, 
certainly with the widest coverage of area." Seeing that the area 
stretches from Port Albert to Wonthaggi and inland to Morwell, it 
is a great achievement and a tribute to Cec's talent for organisa-
tion in bringing together representatives from so many centres. We 
too hope that the interest will be sustained and the response in-
creased in that part of Victoria. 

Ruby and Bill Hall are back among us again, after about four months 
in England - good to see them, and hear of their visit to the lovely 
Lakes District. 

Ness Grundy went on a trip to the Warrumbungles and had the distill 
ction of bringing rain to that parched countryside. Too bad it also 
put the lid on their entry into the Warrumbungles P@rk. 
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COMING EVENTS t 

MONDAY. 22ncl November. 7.45 pm. This will be the last meeting for 
the year, so everyone come along and join in the slide competition. 
There are sure to be some very good ones" as well as the %u.gw shots. 
We don't intend having supper afterwards, as we shall be together 
again at the Anniversary Dinner. 

SATURDAY. 27th November. Bus Trio. Meet at 8 am at Oatley 
Station with lunch etc. for a pleasant relaxing trip to beautiful 
Minnamurra Falls. Arriving back about 6.pm. Adults: $3, 50 cents 
children. Let Vel Boyan know if you are going (533-1013 after 
5.30 pm). 

TUESDAY. 30th November. 6.30 pm. 21 at ANNIVERSARY DINNER. 
St* George Masonic Club, Roberts Avenue, Mortdale. 
jfe feel this is a very special occasion and hope all present and 
bast members will be there. Mr. Ray Kowron, the foundation. 
President of the Society and Mr. Len Willan, Chairman of the 
Mature Conservation Council, will be the speakers. 

ADVANCE NOTICES s 

ANNUAL GENERAL M5ETING: 7th February, 1977. 7.45 p.m. 

NATIONAL PARKS & WILDLIFE FOUNDATION APPEAL. 27th February. '77. 
We have undertaken to do the West Oatley-Mortdale Heights area, 
so will need a good team of helpers. 

ALSO.....There will need to be nominations or, even better, 
VOfflNTEERS for the position of Secretary. The Society cannot 
function without someone in this vital seat, which Ida Carder 
will be vacating when she goes travelling.next year. Is this YOU? 

cooOOOooo 
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N.C.C. Conference. 

Among matters which were diecussed at the Natui* Conservation 
Council Conference on Saturday, 23rd October, were Commonwealth 
Conservation, Woodchipping and woodpulping on the South Coast, 
Logging on Border Ranges, cessation of beach mining and proposals 
for various national parks. 

There were 64 submissions on the business paper - a large order for 
a one-day conference. Ours was number 64, so that delegates Alan 
Fairley and John Blacker just had to sit in hopes that it would be 
reached. It was as follows :-

"That the Wildflower Section of the National Parks and Wildlife 
Act, 1974, be reviewed by a committee consisting of represen-
tatives from interested authorities (e.g. Herbarium, conser-
vation bodies and the National Parks & Wildlife Service), 
with a view to strengthening the Act with respect to native 
plants". 

One native plant we are particularly interested in is the Mangrove, 
and it is understood that this is to be included in the list of 
protected native plants, but it is that word "protected" which 
prompted the above motion, as it appears that there is not much 
strength in the amount of protection afforded native plants, as 
anyone who reads the Wildflower Section of the Wildlife Act will 
quickly realise. 

However, it was worthwhile to have got tho resolution on the bus-
iness paper, as all of .them.will,be dealt with throughout the 
ensuing year by the N.C.C. Executive and this could well bear some-
good fruit if such a reviewing committee were to be fo rmad. 
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It is also of interest to note that Resolution No.58, Estuarine 
Areas, wrs passed, calling-on-the Minister for Planning 6 
Environment to declare that no further destruction of coastal 
or estuarine wetlands including mangrove stands is to take 
place without public notice, public inquiry and Ministerial 
approval first being obtained. 
(Submitted by Total Environment Centre). 

There were several submissions on the subject of Environmental 
Education which it is hoped would be acted upon by the rele-
vant authorities, because this seems to be in most urgent 
need of attention. 

There are times when patience wears thin, but all who see 
thb/nselveg as voluntary protectors, defenders and watchdogs 
of the natural and non-renewable resources of our country 
need much patience and persistence in the constant effort to 
present another viewpoint to those who would change the whole 
face of the landscape for the sake of short term gains, or who 
just haven't thought much about it at all. Some disagreements 
within the conservation movement must be expected, but those 
who do give so much of their time, talent and other support 
are not often really appreciated enough. 

very enjoyable dinner followed the conference and we 
heard Frank Walker speak on "The Law & the Environment". He 
said "As things stnnd there is more erphasis on the culpability 
of the defendant than the effect on the environment". How true 
.. and it is in defining what constitutes culpability that to my 

the law is inadequate. 

It is with great sadness that we heard of Rene Haig's death 
recently. We pay tribute to Rene, who took part in many of the 
Society's activities, including "clean-ups" in Oatley Park. 
We extend our deep sympathy to Bill, guardian of the Myra Wall 
Garden, and to his family. 

Members Ben and Hilda Mason have told us that they have protested 
abzTut the Minnamurra River being privately dredged for building 
sand, thereby threatening to damage mangrove stands and cause 
erosion. A letter has been sent to Shellharbour Council, 
supporting Ben and Hilda In this matter 
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Looking for a Christmas gift? 

Total Environment Centre has on display -

NEW BOOKS ON THE ENVIRONMENT 

POSTERS AND PRINTS 

And .. A Display by Colong Committee 
on proposed Border Ranges- National 
Park, the proposed Greater Blue 
Mountains National Park and 
Botany Bay. 

26th, 27th, 28th November, 1976. 9 am to 5 pm. 

T.E.C. Third Floor, (The Argyle Arts Centre), 
18 Argyle Street, Sydney. 27.4714. 

Bring your friends. Profits go to T.E.C. 

Hurstville will be decked out in festival gear from 27th November 
to 11th December. The Chamber of Commerce has come up with the 
idea of displays throughout the shopping centre. We'have been in-
vited to join in. Susan Heins has undertaken to make posters. We 
don't JSiî w as yet whether it will be a window or counter display, 
but be on the look-out when in Hurstville during the above dates. 

What would one call a curious-looking reptile with a stumpy tail, 
thick black scales on upper body, and back, yellowish on sides, with 
a black tongue; very slow-moving, but with enough nous to get a 
meal by tipping up the cat's plate of dry food with its foot. Is 
this a shingle-baek skink? 

Errata: Please excuse my typewriter for spelling several names _ 
wrongly last month, and leaving out two words about Nancy's acacias, 
one of which had never before been found "in W.A." / 

Pebbly Beach; Verdict on weekend - beautiful place, if a bit damp. 
I have never seen such a variety of sponges as were on the very 
pebbly beach over the hill. ' • . .f.: 


