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A BUSY YEAR 

The Hon Secretary, Keith Underwood, presented this report at the A.G.M. 
of the Society on 28 November 1988, 
M 1988 has been a busy year for the Society, We have successfully 
completed a varied program of field days,a weekend camping excursion, 
two additional bicentennial walks and the monthly flower study excursions 
in Oatley Park, We have had an array of interesting and informative 
speakers at the monthly Monday meetings and in November held our Annual 
Dinnexjat Peakhurst Bowling Club, once again a well attended and enjoyable 
evening ( 111 present). The Society was represented at two local bi-
centennial events, namely the Youth Activity Expo in Oatley Park in 
April and later in the yearfat the Lions Club Bicentennial Festival in 
Oatley Memorial Gardens in October, The Society was also represented 
by a d&legate at the Nature Conservation Council Annual Conference held 
in October. Our monthly newsletter, OFF News, continues to be an effect-
ive medium for informing members of important conservation issues and 
Society activities. Members will be pleased to learn that the Society 
membership continues to be strong with approximately 330 adults. 

On the local scene the Committee has been active on a number of fronts. 
In relation to Oatley Park we have ,in conjunction with Hurstville 
Council,;had the Headland Walk leaflet and Oatley Park booklet reprinted. 
We have endeavoured to influence Hurstville Municipal Council to improve 
control of dumped garden material in the Park, and prevent unauthorised 
vehicle access to the lower road parallel to Lime Kiln Bay. We were 
pleased to celebrate the Park's centenary in May with a major article 
in the St George Leader. Other local issues include the effectiveness 
of Tree Preservation Orders, the Salt Pan Creek Waterway project, the 
Sydney Region NCC Wetlands Survey, the Port Hacking Tombolo and active 
recreation proposals affecting Poulton Park and Moore Reserve. In keep-
ing with our policy of assisting other organizations which have a 
strong commitment to the preservation of remnant urban bushland, we 
supported the activities of the Friends of Malabar Bush (Malabar Rifle 
Range), Mosman Municipal Council (Middle Head defence land) and Friends 
of Kellys Falls (holiday cabins near Helensburgh). 

The Committee has continued to take an interest in State and national 
conservation issues and has selectively made representations to approp-
riate authorities concerning such matters as the Conservation Zone in 
Stage 111 of Kakadu, the renewal of woodchipping export licences, the 
management of Kosciusko National Park, environmental legal aid, the 
Royal Botanic Gardens and the heritage listing of the Lemonthyme and 
Southern forests of Tasmania. The foregoing local, sta&e and national 
issues are illustrative not exhaustive and are intended to give members 
an idea of the kind of conservation topics we have addressed during 
the year." 

Seasons greetings to all OFF members and family. Have an enjoyable 
and safe Christmas break and may the coming year be a happy and 
successful one. 



Q.F.F, News - 2 - December 1988 

FIRST MEETING FOR 1989 
Monday , February 6th - Come along and say hallo to everyone after the 
break. Collect your yearly programme of OFF activities . Members® 
slides and supper* Bring along 10 - 15 of your best slides and also a 
plate of food for supper. Following requests by some members, there 
will be a 20-30 minute talk on the problems of the ozone layer by Ray 
Kowran and Harry Whaite, Harry will also be available to collect 1989 
membership fees. 

OATLEY PARK FI-OWER DAY 
The next flower day will be the first Monday in March. Details later. 

COMMITTEE CHANGES 

The A.G.M.on November 28th saw the election of a new committee .While 
the majority of positions remain unchanged, there were some significant 
changes j 
* Bernie Sargeant stepped down from the position of President due to 

increased work commitments, Bernie became President at a very difficult 
time following the untimely death of John Blacker, He has been a 
popular and efficient leader and the Society ha® continued to develop 
strongly in the two years of his Presidency. 

* V&l Boyan was elected President. Val needs no introduction to members; 
for 18 years she has been the Society's field officer and trips leader, 

* Val Argall is the new field officer. Val has been on the committee 
for 11 years ; in recent years she has been assistant editor of OFF News 

* A welcome to the committee to Joan Kitchener (assistant editor), Keith 
Jones (assistant field officer) and Olive Whaite (minutes secretary). 
Olive was a committee member from 1972 to 1979. 

THE VERY FAST TRAIN (VFT) 

Much has been made recently in the media of the concept of the Very Fast 
Train - a train which could make the trip between Sydney and Melbourne 
in a mere three hours at speeds of up to 350 kilometres an hour. It will 
be built and operated by private capital through a consortium which 
includes Japanese and Australian companies. This consortium is willing 
to spend $19 million on a feasibility study. The estimated cost of the 
project is $6 billion; it will take five years to complete and will 
operate as many as 90 high speed train trips a day between the capitals. 

A project of this scale and complexity raises a number of major environ-
mental questions. The proposed route is through Goulburn, Canberra,Cooma, 
Bombala, Orbost, Bairnsdale,Warragul to Melbourne, This takes it through 
sensitive national park and wilderness areas in East G-ippsland, such as 
the magnificent Errimmdra Plateau and the Rodger River Wilderness. 
Conservationists are arguing that the combined impact of high noise 
levels, restricted wildlife movement and threats from erosion and silt-
ation will/severely diminish the value of natural areas along the route. 

The noise impact generated by 90 high speed trains a day would be sub-
stantlal. It has been likened to that of a jet aircraft at close range 
with audible levels being registered as far as 5 kms from the line. 

Wildlife movements will be restricted by the fencing required to enclose 
the rail corridor in order to reduce fire hazards,maintain access and 
prevent accidents. A complete wildlife study of sensitive areas would 
be necessary to reveal the extent of disruption to bird and animal 
movementso 

Erosion and siltation. The movement of large quantities of 'cut and fill' 
and tunnelling material would inevitably cause some pollution,especially 
during heavy rains. , 
Further information in Conservation News (Sept/Oct 1988) and Habitat 
(Oct 1988); both are available at our meetings. 

Hons President : Val Boyan, 19 Denise Ores,,Peakhurst.2210. 533 1013 
Hon. Secretary : Keith Underwood, P.O.'Box 52, Mortdale. 2223. 570 1149 
Hon Editor : Alan Fairley, P.O. BoxM48, Oatley. 2223 570 8332 
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PLEASURE POINT DEVELOPMENT 
Considerable concern has recently been expressed by local residents and environmental 
groups about a proposed massive development along the Georges River at Pleasure 
Point, in Liverpool Council area directly over the river from East Hills. The plans 
are for a $330 million tourist hotel (probably to cash in on the hoped-for mass of 
Japanese tourists wanting to use the East Hill Golf Course), 14 shops, 300 houses 
and a marina to cater for 240 medium-sized craft. At a later date, a further 800 
home sites are planned for the area. 

The impact on the area and on the river from such a large development should be 
obvious. Some of the points which must be considered are: 

*The marina will require major engineering works to dredge a channel into the heart 
of the project. The river is narrow at this point and tidal flushing of the marina 
will be very poor; 

* The run-off and increased siltation of the river. Bankstown Council, afraid of the 
effect the marina will have on the river, has asked that it be deferred; 

* The need to retain the foreshore vegetation, both for aesthetic visual reasons 
and to prevent flood damage and erosion. The development will be right to the 
mangrove line; 

*An historic quarry dating from the 1830s which supplied stone for the construction 
of Lansdowne Bridge 4s in the middle of the proposed marina; 

*The areas plant communities are unusual and poorly represented in reserves. They 
include a mix of ironbark-grey box associations and plant species more at home in 
the drier western areas of Cumberland Plain. At least two uncommon plants have been 
recorded - the pea-flowers Cho^izima parvifolium and Bossiaea buxifolia. 

NEW URBAN ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP FOR HURSTVILLE. 
Three members of OFF Committee recently attended a meeting called to discuss the 
setting up of a new umbrella organization of local groups concerned about urban 
planning, history and the natural environment in the Hurstville area. The spur 
for the meeting was the controversy over the Centennial Bakery and Museum. An 
interim committee was set up to draw up a constitution. 

The organization will be known as the 'Hurstville Heritage and Environment Assoc-
iation1 and its main aim will be 'to promote the conservation of those buildings, 
works, relics or places of historic, scientific, cultural, social, archaeological, 
natural or aesthetic significance for the Hurstville district.' 

Five groups, including OFF, have been invited to join the Association. Our decision 
will be made by the committee after consultation with OFF members. The initial 
feeling of the delegates was muted optimism that such an association could have a 
stronger voice on urban planning and environmental issues than a single organization 
or even a number of groups acting independently. 
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COASTAL DEVELOPMENT - OUT OF HAND ? 

The rush to construct resort and housing developments along the N.S.W. coast 
seems to be completely out of hand. Every week it seems that thfere is another 
'major proposal' announced. Consider these announced developments. What 
effects will they have on the wetlands, rainforest pockets, estuaries, coastal 
lakes and beaches along the coast? Will it be possible for future generations 
to find that quiet, unspoilt spot to swim, walk or camp with the family? 

1. Wallis Island, Forster. A $250 million tourist resort to include a 320 room 
hotel, marina, golf course and upgraded airstrip suitable for Boeing 737 
aircraft. 

2. Kangaroo Point, Brooklyn. A $125 million development near Hawkesbury River 
bridge to include a 350 room hotel and a 420 berth marina. 

3. South-west Rocks. Kempsey Shire Council is considering a rezoning proposal 
to permit a tourist resort. A designated coastal wetland is affected. 

4. North Entrance Peninsula, Tuggerah Lake. A tourist development on 240 hectares, 
which threatens dune vegetation communities and the magnificent Red Gum Forest. 

5 Corlette Beach, Port Stephens. A marina and massive development which would 
be built over part of a public beach and have adverse visual effects on the 
coast 1ine. 

6. Caves Beach, south of Swansea. A 5-star hotel, housing and golf course 
prosposed for land under an existing coastal protection zone. Lake Macquarie 
Council intends to redefine the land, and the proposal is being jointly 
promoted by the developers and the Shire President. 

7. Back Lake, Merimbula. A hotel and 100 bedroom units. It is proposed to 
in-fill part of the lake. 

8. Bermagui. Rezoning of coastal land proposed to allow smaller blocks, 
resulting in ad hoc development with few controls. 

9. Batemans Bay. A wetland area east of the highway to be developed by a 
Melbourne—based company. It will destroy one of the biggest wetlands on 
the south coast. 

10. Jervis Bay. A $120 million marina, 12 storey convention centre and the 
'cleaning out' of Currambene Creek has been proposed. The developer is 
already negotiating for fche purchase of crown land. 

11. Bonville Beach, south of Sawtell. A $500 million resort complex along 8 km 
of beach and estuary with eight designated wetlands and seven forest types 
including palm forest and littoral rainforest. The area contains nesting 
sea eagles, a colony of the endangered Little Tern and koalas. The resort 
is designed to cater for 10560 people a day. Surface and treated water 
would be discharged into the wetlands and surrounding creeks. The State 
Government, through its N.S.W. Investment Corporation, is a majority share-
holder in the development company. The alternative is a coastal park 
proposal lodged by seven community groups, and supported by ACF and TEC. 
A Local Environmental Study must be completed but in the meantime the 
developers have lodged a Development Application with the local Council. 
Approval of this would pre-empt the LES and prejudice the park proposal. 
Those concerned are encouraged to write to the Town Clerk, Coffs Harbour 
City Council, P.O. Box 155, Coffs Harbour, 2450, objecting to the development. 

It is hard to see how all these projects will be viable economic concerns. It 
is feared that some proposals may be just a front for sub-dividing the land. 
The promise of the tourist dollar is eagerly accepted by local councils, but 
after approval, when the tourist plans fall through, the land is then sold as 
residential blocks. 



0.F.F. News - 3 - February/March 1989. 

KOALA DECLINE. 

(From a talk by Dr. David Butcher to the Koala Summit, reported in the RSPCA 
Journal Animals) 

That the koala is in some danger I don't think any person would dispute. There 
is no doubt that there has been a catastrophic fall in population numbers over 
the last 100 years. This population crash relates to one thing only, and that 
is the dramatic reduction in quantity and quality of the habitat this species 
requires. Other problems have been associated with this decline, but probably 
those such as chlamydial disease are only indicators of the stress that this 
species is under. Other factors such as predators introduced by humans and the 
trappings of our civilisation such as motor cars, only compound the problem. 

It is interesting to note that the disease we now call dhlamdiosis was probably 
well identified during a previous period of dramatic habitat change. It was 
then called distemper and was recorded as the reason for the demise of many 
thousands of koalas from about 1890 to 1910. Chlamdiosis is not new; it is 
probably in this particular form, a koala-adapted disease process and one that 
has been present in the population for many thousands of years. Possibly 
chlamydiosis is one of the best indicators we have of the basic health of the 
koalas' habitat. 

Do not forget that the koala is in many ways as much an indicator of the health 
of its whole habitat system as any end-user carnivore might be. I feel strongly 
that what we currently see with the koala indicates that the state of the 
habitat is poor and that therefore all of the other animals and plants that 
rely upon the health of that habitat are themselves under some degree of threat 
as well. 

FARMING KANGAROOS FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION 

(Extracts from thought-provoking comments made by Bill Ord in Wildlife). 

Recently the subject of harvesting kangaroos for human, as opposed to cat and 
dog, consumption came up again, and serious figures were produced to show that 
a domestic and export market as high as $100 million a year could exist for 
this product. That figure is very conservative in my opinion. The world taste 
for game meat, which is how kangaroo flesh would be classified, is vastly 
greater than that at prices - for venison, for example - between $20 and $40 
a kilo. 

Kangaroo is top tucker. It cooks easily, tastes great and has considerable 
dietary advantages over beef, lamb, chicken and even some seafoods like prawns 
and oysters. It comes from an animal which, unlike cows, sheep and other hard-
hooved beasts introduced into Australia, is environmentally non-destructive. 
It can be obtained in considerable quantity at minimal economic input without 
putting any species at risk. Vast tracts of land in Australia are dying or 
dead because they are being grazed by 'foreign' animals which are ecologically 
unnatural. 

I can see nothing wrong with, as it were, handing the land back to the original 
animal inhabitants and then harvesting the inevitable huge increase in the 
kangaroo population. Properly managed, such an industry would no more put the 
macropod at risk than current farming practices endanger the biological diversity 
or viability of the cow or the sheep. Indeed, we could well find that this kind 
of land and animal management might be an absolute guarantee of the survival of 
the kangaroo species. 

What we need is a thorough, unemotional, scientific and economic study of the 
subject and let the facts fall where they may. If they fall on the side of 
developing a new economically productive and environmentally advantageous 
primary industry, then let's get on with it. 
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COMING EVENTS 
Meetings are held on the 4th Monday of the month at the Uniting Church Hall, 
Frederick Street (near corner of Letitia Street), Oatley. Visitors and children 
are welcome at all meetings and field days. Please make yourself known as you 
come in. *** It is intended that meetings will commence promptly at 7.45 pm. *** 

February 27 (Monday). 7.45 p.m. 'The Beauty of the Hawkesbury'. Something 
different! A talk by Peter Sage. Come and hear about this most 
historic and interesting area. 

March 4 (Saturday). Field Day. Royal National Park. Easy walks from Reids 
Flat towards Greys Point and along the Hacking River. Reids Flat 
is 200 metres downstream from the causeway at Audley. Meet 10 am. 
If travelling by train, catch the 9.11 from Oatley to Sutherland; 
change at Sutherland for the 9.41 to National Park station. Return 
trains depart National Park station at 4.14 pm and 5.14 pm. A track 
runs from the National Park station to Audley. Bring picnic lunch. 
Leader: Heather Mackey. Contact 528 7071 for further details. 

March 6 (Monday). Oatley Park flower study walk. Meet 10 am at 'castle' 
picnic shelter. It in doubt because of weather, ring Nancy Seattle 
on 523 7458. 

National Parks Association - Sydney Branch lecture series 
•GOING, GOING, ??? AUSTRALIA'S ENDANGERED SPECIES' 

A series of 8 evening lectures running from March to October, held in the 
Hallstrom Theatre, Australian Museum, College Street, Sydney, starting at 6 pm 
and ending 7 pm. Fees: $35 (pensioners $22), or $6 for a single evening, 
payable at the door. Topics include endangered plants in Sydney, mallee fowl, 
koalas, freshwater fishes and land mammals. For further information ring 
Heather Roy, 918 9259. 

* A recent letter from Guy Yeomans, MP for Hurstville, to OFF advised that the 
Minister for Local Government has approved a grant of $5000 each to Hurstville 
and Kogarah Councils to assist with bush regeneration programs being under-
taken under the supervision of the National Trust. Mr. Yeoman adds that 
negotiations are taking place to finalise the amount to be provided by the 
Councils in their 1989 budgets, on the understanding that the Councils' cont-
ribution will not be reduced as a result of the additional funds being provided 
by the State Government. 

* Press Release - Minister for the Environment : 11 December 1988. 
The Government has purchased about 714 hectares of rainforest and coastal 
land for addition to north coast national parks and reserves. These parcels 
of land include 124 ha of coastal wetland and rainforest near Yamba; 136 ha 
of rainforest to add to the Border Ranges National Park; 226 ha of rainforest 
near Murwi1lumbah; 228 ha of rainforest to create a new Inner Pocket Nature 
Reserve near Brunswick Heads. The Federal Government will contribute to the 
cost of purchasing 600 ha of this rainforest as part of the National Rain-
forest Conservation Programme. 

* 
The latest issue of Habitat (December 1988) contains a number of items 
which sould be of interest to members. These include David Suzuki's 
'Wilderness in the Age of Technology' and illustrated articles on the 
Australian Alps and the future of the Mallee. 

* Wildlife Australia (Vol 25, No. 2) contains articles on 'The Private Lives 
of Feathertail Gliders', 'The Wonderful World of Fungi', the N.S.W. Wilderness 
Act and the Stick-nest Rat. All are beautifully illustrated. Both Habitat 
and Wildlife are available for loan at OFF meetings. 

Hon President: Val Boyan, 19 Denise Crescent, Peakhurst. 2210 533 1013 
Hon. Secretary: Keith Underwood, P.O. Box 52, Mortdale. 2223 570 1149 
Hon. Editor: Alan Fairley, P.O. Box 148, Oatley. 2223. 570 8332 
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NEW CONCERN ABOUT HURSTVILLE MUSEUM 

The unilateral decision of Hurstville Council not to proceed with the Old Bakery 
museum site but to build a new museum beside the library in Olds Park Penshurst has 
raised a new concern. Surrounding the library is a remnant stand of eight Wollybutt 
iEucalyptus longifolia). The Royal Botanic Gardens has advised that this group of 
trees is the eastern-most occurrence of the species and probably represents an isolated 
population, part of the forest after which Forest Road is named. The retention of the 
trees is desirable from a historical and scientific viewpoint, Wollybutt is no longer 
a common tree anywhere in its range, having been destroyed by urban subdivision. Its 
main occurrence was on the shale areas south of Parramatta River, from Silverwater to 
hankstown and Milperra to Liverpool. 
'wo of the trees (including the largest specimen) are threatened by the proposed new 
P'useum. Hurstville Council must carefully consider its development plans and seeds 
must be collected from the trees to establish a gene pool for future plantings of the 
species in the area. 

tvEDDERBURN KOALA COLONY 
An up-date on the situation reported in OFF NEWS of October/November '88. Campbelltown 
( ity Council is to write again to the Premier Nick Greiner requesting regional open 
space zoning for the land at Wedderburn where the koala colony is located. The Committee 
' : Save Wedderburn Koala Colony is requesting all concerned people to urgently write to 
h'r. Greiner supporting Campbelltown Council's stand. Offers of moral or financial help 
> an be directed to Sue Dobson 046-250-289. 

UORLD WILDLIFE FUND APPEAL 
WWF's latest target is the preservation of one of Australia's most amazing animals -
the Bennetts Tree-kangaroo. Rainforest destruction in North Queensland has reduced 
its habitat to a mere few hundred .kilometres between the Daintree River and Cooktown. 
Fven this area is being threatened by timber-cutting, mining and real estate development. 
It is mainly a solitary animal, although family groups of male, female and young are 
sometimes glimpsed by a lucky few. Such glimpses may soon be the stuff of memories and 
museums. WWF's special appeal is to protect this truly unique marsupial. Donations 
may be sent to WWF Australia, Level 17, St. Martins Tower, 31 Market St., Sydney. 2000. 

HAWKE GOVERNMENT SELL-OUT OF FORESTS 
The green-light for woodchipping in NSW's south-east forests has been given with the 
Federal Government's announcement in December 1988 that it would extend by a further 
15 years the licence of the woodchipping company Harris-Daishowa. In late November, 
it was also announced that the Federal Government had come to an agreement with the 
Tasmanian Government over that State's Lemonthyme and Southern forests. This latter 
decision leaves 65% of all tall eucalypts in those forests unprotected, and 97% of 
Tasmania's total wood resource in the hands of the timber industry. The renewed 
licences will mean that Australia's woodchip exports will expand by 800000 tonnes, an 
increase of nearly 20%. So much for Labor being an 'environmental' party!! Letters 
are urgently needed to the Prime Minister or to the Federal Resources Minister, Senator 
Peter Cook, c/- Parliament House, Canberra, expressing your opposition to these policies, 

or to our local MP, Gary Punch. 
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COMING EVENTS 
Meetings are held on the 4th Monday of the month at the Uniting Church Hall, Fred-
erick Street (near corner of Letitia Street), Oatley. Visitors and children are 
welcome at all meetings and field days. Please make yourself known as you come in. 
*** It is intended that meetings will commence promptly at 7.45 pm. *** 

April 1 (Saturday). Walk around Georges River foreshores. About a 5 km round trip, 
starting at Evatt Park, Lugarno. The park's basin is the eroded remains of 
a small volcanic crater and its richer soils were used by early settlers. 
The park is the site of the first land grant in Lugarno. Inspect the newly 
constructed Rainforest Walk. Along Boggywell Creek are sites of local 
historical interest, including jetties, walls, steps and a rock inscription. 
A good mixture of history and bushland. Meet at the car park in Evatt Park 
(off Forest Road) at 10 am. The Hurstville - Lugarno bus passes Evatt Park. 
Contact: Alan Fairley 570 8332. 

April 3 (Monday). Oatley Park flower study walk. Meet 10 am at 'castle' shelter. 
If in doubt because of weather, ring Nancy Beattie on 523 7458. 

April 3 (Monday). 7.45 pm. A talk by Chris Pratten, Environmental Director of National 
Trust. Chris has a wide knowledge of environmental problems in NSW and is at 
the forefront of the environment movement, so his talk on CONSERVATION should 
be both informative and stimulating. 

April 24 (Monday). A talk on INTERESTING INSECTS. Keep this evening free! 

NOTE FROM THE TREASURER 
Harry Whaite reports that, so far, only about half the members have paid their annual 
subscriptions. The cost of wrapping and posting each copy of OFF NEWS to members 
outside the local area is just on thirty cents, so if you do not intend renewing, 
please telephone him on 57 6459 (preferably at night) and let him know. 

* Attendances at OFF meetings continue to be very pleasing. About 90 people 
attended our last meeting to hear about the Hawkesbury River. Unfortunately, 
threatening weather and an unpredicable train cancellation kept attendance at 
the last walk small, but those who went all said it was a most enjoyable day. 

* $300 has been donated to the South-east Forest Fighting Campaign from the OFF 
Presidents Fund. $50 has been given to the Ku-ring-gai Bat Committee to help 
replace projector, t-shirts and other items stolen from a committee car. OFF 
welcomes donations to the Presidents Fund. All money received is passed on to 
deserving conservation causes. Send your donation to the Hon. Treasurer. Large 
donations can be tax-deductable if sent through the Australian Conservation 
Foundation (ring Ida Carder for details 57 5909). 

* A sad note. Mary Lamond joined OFF in 1985 after meeting a group of us on a 
national parks tour of USA. She was even then badly affected by the cancer from 
which she died on 4th February. Her health limited her activities but didn't 
prevent her from joining in and enjoying all that she could. Her gentle, friendly 
smile never faultered and she became dear to all who got to know her. We extend 
our sympathy to her family, particularly her sister Joan who cared for her over 
her last months. 

* Habitat (Feb. 1989). Available for loan from meeting. Contains articles on 
mining threats at Kakadu, Greenhouse and Ozone layer, Sarawak rainforest and 
Flinders Ranges. 

* Wildlife Australia. New edition available from meeting. Beautiful photographs 
and interesting articles on wildlife. 

Hon. President: Val Boyan, 19 Denise Crescent, Peakhurst. 2210. 533 1013 
Hon. Secretary: Keith Underwood, P.O. Box 52, Mortdale. 2223. 570 1149 
Hon. Editor: Alan Fairley, P.O. Box 148, Oatley. 2223. 570 8332 
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KURNELL DEVELOPMENT, BATE BAY 
A comment by Harvey Silcock, OFF member, 

Environmental alarm bells are ringing after a development proposal was 
made to Sutherland Council by FAPACE Australia for a #1 billion tourist 
resort on Kurnell Peninsula. This proposal was reported on the front page 
of the Leader on March 16,1989 and a model is on display in the Sutherland 
Council Chambers, 

The model does not, but the site plan does, show that this project encircles 
Boat Harbour, Aboriginal middens and all, and intrudes into the Recreation 
Reserve, Public accesses to beaches do not appear on the plan, It is all 
private development. 

It will be catastrophic archaeologically,geologically and environmentally. 
Ten and twelve storey buildings will face Bate Bay and Boat Harbour,just 
100 metres (as required by law) from mean high water mark. We have seen 
what has happened to such development at Gold Coast,Noosa,Wanda, Brighton, 
Manly,etc,when severe storms hit about five years ago, The winds,sand 
drift and wave action will change; the beach will flatten and shorten ; a 
gutter will form off-shore with wave-tide rip; sand will cover Merries 
Reefs, The result will be a loss of sea life habitat, Storm water run-off 
will be concentrated into drains to flow into Bate Bay,Boat Harbour or 
Quibray Bay instead of into ground and scrub and further pollute these 
bay waters. Mangroves on the eastern shore of Quibray Bay are to be invaded 
by an observation building and two pier-type walkways - more tourists and 
more rubbish into the mangroves, 

Kurnell Peninsula in particular and Botany Bay generally has more than its 
share of pollution sources without adding more. If development of this 
type and sandmining continues, the peninsula will disappear. With enough 
high winds and strong on-shore seas in the next 100 years, the Botany Bay 
south head cliffs could once more be an island as it used to be about 
3000 to 5000 years ago, 

The future is obvious - expansion over unused sand-dune areas,removal of 
more swamp,heath and native vegetation,monorail and hovercraft proposals 
and part of our heritage becoming an exclusive 'club' which only wealthy 
foreign tourists can afford. 

* Some good news. The proposed Pleasure Point development (reported in 
February/March 1939 OFF News) may not proceed. Liverpool City Council 
has refused the development application,chiefly on environmental grounds, 

* Gavin Gatenby of the Wolli Creek Preservation Society gave a brief 
outline at the last OFF meeting of the latest developments regarding 
the routing of the F5 Freeway through the Wolli Valley. The WCPS urgently 
needs your support through cash donations,petitions and personal letters 
to politicians, Contact the Society at Box 270,Earlwood 2206, 

Hon.President: Val Boyan, 19 Denise Crescent, Peakhurst, 2210. 533 1013 
Hon.Secretary: Keith Underwood, P.O. Box 52,Mortdale. 2223. 570 1149 
Hon.Editor :Alan Pairley, P.O. Box 148, Oatley. 2223. 570 8332 
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COMING EVENTS 
Meetings are held on the 4th Monday of the month at the Uniting Hall,Fred-
erick Street (near corner of Letitia Street),Oatley. Visitors and children 
are welcome at all meetings and field days. Please make yourself known as 
you come in, **It is intended that meetings will commence promptly at 7.45F-S 

April 24 (Monday), A talk on INTERESTING INSECTS "by Len Willan. Mr Willan 
is a well-known authority on moths. He was an advisor to the 
State Pollution Control Commission and the Nature Conservation 
Council, and actively involved in conservation issues. 

April 29(Saturday). Field Day. DARKES FOREST. Meet at turn off to Darkes 
Forest from old Princes Highway, 5 km south of Helensburgh at 
10.00 am. An easy 6 km walk on fire trail through heath and open 
forest to inspect some rock engravings. Leader and contact : Val 
Argall . Tel. 579 1874. 

May 1 (Monday). Oatley Park flower study walk. Meet 10 am at 'castle' 
shelter. If in doubt because of weather,ring Nancy Seattle,523 7456 

May 22 (Monday). Slide night with Harry Whaite. SOUTH AMERICA, Further 
details in next OFF News. 

URBAN RUN-OFF SEMINAR 
A major seminar with implications for urban bushland and waterways is to 
be conducted by the Nature Conservation Council. Date: Saturday,June 3rd. 
Time: 8 . 4 5 am to 5 .00 pm . Venue : Maiden Theatre,Botanic Gardens,Sydney. 
Cost: $ 1 0 . 0 0 . For further information and an agenda contact Judy Messer 
o n 2 7 4 2 0 6 c 

Total Environment Centre's Walking Tours 

The Tec conducts all day walks on the first Sunday of each month, A leaf-
let outlining the walks ,booking information and cost is available from 
TEC, phone 241 2523. The next walk is Manly to the Spit on May 7th,led by 
Gwen Wilson,chairperson of the Scenic Walkway Committee. Cost : $ 1 5 . 0 0 . 

Georges River - a new committee 

The State Government has recently announced the establishment of a Total 
Catchment Management Committee for the Georges River. In a press release, 
Terry Griffiths,MP,Member for Georges River said that 'immediate action 
is needed to address the problems of pollution from surface run-off, 
sedimentation and litter in the Georges River.' 
OFF President,Val Boyan, was part of an invited group of 28 people who 
inspected the river by boat on Monday,April 10th.Also aboard were Hon, 
Tim Moore, Terry Griffiths,Guy Yeomans, representatives of the oyster 
farmers and sand miners, Bernie Clarke ,Graham Quint of the National Trust, 
and members of the Mortdale and Lugarno Progress Associations, 
Val reported that there was a free exchange of views on such issues as 
the new sub-divisions at Menai,storm water run-off, sand mining at Alfords 
Point and the siltation problems, the difficulties facing the oyster 
industry in the river and weed infestation along the foreshores, 

Chris Prat-ten at OFF meeting 
At, our last meeting, Chris Prat ten, Environmental Director of the National 
Trust was both provocative and persuasive in his talk about the problems 
facing Australia's rural land. As a former farmer/grazier he spoke with 
knowledge and conviction. He pointed out that with few exceptions no new 
soils were being formed in Australia; all the soil we have now is all we 
will ever have. Early abuse of the land by settlers was mainly through 
ignoranceo Regular drought and over-stocking added to the problems. Today's 
problem stems from the lack of control over farmers -freehold rights create 
a perception that they can do anything with the land,including wholesale 
clearing and management practices which produce soil erosion and salt pans. 



^ 

May/^une, 1989, 

THE N,S,^, CO^ST - GOVERNMENT GUIDELINES 

We have received a copy of the above publication from the Premiers It is short, 
being intended for public discussion prior to the preparation of a detailed 
policy statements It therefore behoves our members to peruse it carefully and 
submit comments to the Committee for forwarding to the relevant Cabinet Sub^ 
committees 

The guidelines covered include the following, given here practically verbatim 
and without comment: 

The Government will ^o^t^nue to bring unique coastal land into public 
ownerships 

2D The Government will ensure tha^ beaches remain in public ownership and 
that the public has access to them, Claims to the private or exclusive 
use of beaches will not be permitted, 

3D Government land on the NSW coast will only be considered for disposal 
after all possible uses have been fully assessed, Where Crown land is 
to be developed, it will generally be by way of lease rather than sale, 
Leases will include provisions to protect the land and provide public 
access, 
Urban development on the coast will primarily be limited to areas adjacent 
to existing cities and towns, Major tourism development will generally 
be clustered around identified tourism growth centres to minimise intrusion 
on the coastline and ^o minimise public infrastructure costs, 

5, A Local Environmental Study will be mandatory where any development 
adjacent to the coast requires rezoning, 

b, The Government will ensure that the height and concentration of development 
in coastal areas are sensitive and appropriate to the local environments 
No development will be allowed to overshadow beaches and development on 
headlands will be restricted, 

7, Local councils will be responsible for working within the framework of 
these coastal management guidelines. 

On paper, these guidelines look good and it is recommended that our Society 
lend support to the Minister, Tim Moore, by making relevant comments and 
suggestions. Moreover, since developers tend to be a persistent and perD 
suasive group, it is necessary that the conservation movement remain vigilant 
to ensure that the final policy statement will not be too vague nor watered 
down in its application to individual developments, (Summary and 
comments by Harry Whaite,) 

WHAT THE NATIONAL TRUST SAYS: OVER THE PAGE. 

* Recent heavy rains have created havoc to new council tracks and adjacent 
reserve near Bayside Drive, Lugarno. Hurstville Council has been asked to 
carry out restoration work to prevent further damage. 

* A grant of $90,000 has been approved to Hurstville Council for construction 
of a cycleway between Roberts Avenue and Oatley. O.F.F. is trying to obtain 
details of the proposed route and how it will affect local bushland. 
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COMING EVENTS 
Meetings are held on the 4th Monday of the month at the Uniting Church Hall, 
Frederick Street (near corner of Letitia Street), Oatley. Visitors and children 
are welcome at all meetings and field days. Please make yourself known as you come 
in. *** It is intended that meetings will commence promptly at 7.45 pm. *** 

May 22 (Monday). 7.45 pm. "Perambulating through Patagonia" - a talk and slides. 
Where is Patagonia? Briefly, it is those parts of Chili and Argentina 
south of about 40 . Because of limited time, our speaker, Harry Whaite, 
will be concentrating on the scenic aspects of some of the numerous 
national parks, with occasional shots in local settlements. 

May 27 (Saturday). FIELD DAY. SYDNEY HARBOUR FORESHORE WALK. Easy walk from 
Clifton Gardens around the shoreline of Sydney Harbour National Park 
to Ashton Park, past the Zoo Wharf to Mosman and Cremorne. Beautiful 
scenery and some historic sites, including the defences on Bradleys 
Head. Those desiring a shorter walk can catch the ferry back from the 
Zoo. This is only 4 km from Clifton Gardens. Bring lunch and drinks. 
A public transport trip; catch 8.50 am train from Oatley. Change at 
Town Hall for train to St. Leonards; then Zoo bus. Alight at Thompson 
Street, one stop before Zoo top gate. Walk down Thompson Street and 
David Street to Clifton Gardens. Walk will start from here at about 
10.30 am. Contact: Val Boyan 533 1013. 

June 5 (Monday). Oatley Park flower study walk. Meet 10 am at picnic 'castle'. 
If in doubt because of weather, ring Nancy Beattie on 523 7458. 

June 26 (Monday. 7.45 pm. Exciting slides and talk on North India, Nepal and 
Kashmir. Details next OFF News. 

COAST GUIDLINES - THE NATIONAL TRUST VIEW 

Below are some points raised in the National Trust submission to the government 
on their coast guidelines. 

* The guidelines may only apply to the coastline outside the metropolitan area; 
SEPP 14, the Coastal Wetland Policy, specifically excluded the Sydney area. 

* The guidelines are broad statements but the actual policy needs to be more 
specific. What is the definition of COAST? Does it include all estuaries? 
It should include total catchment of streams. 

* No developments on beaches should also include foredunes and hinddunes. 
* The wording regarding the siting of coastal developments is too vague -

e.g., 'generally be clustered' and 'primarily be limited'. 
* Development on headlands should not be permitted; the guidelines say that it 

'will be discouraged'. This has too many loop-holes. 
* Maps should be drawn up to clearly define environmentally sensitive areas and 

features such as dunes and headlands. 
* The proposal to dedicate all beaches as Crown land needs to be approached 

carefully. Intertidal zones adjoining national parks and nature reserves should 
be under the control of the National Parks and Wildlife Service. 

* Funds should be set aside to acquire important coastal lands. 
* The draft policy statement should be exhibited for public comment; in the mean-

time, councils should be notified that it is under way and to be asked to act 
in accordance with the guidelines until the final policy is issued. 

O.F.F. has one copy of the Guidelines for examination at the next meeting. 
Information from and written comments to: Sue Dawson, Cabinet Sub—committee on 
Coastal Policy, 7th Floor, Premiers Wing, State Office Block, Sydney. 

Hon. President: Val Boyan, 19 Denise Crescent, Peakhurst. 2210. 533 1013 
Hon. Secretary: Keith Underwood, P.O. Box 52 Mortdale. 2223. 570 1149 
Hon. Editor: Alan Fairley, P.O. Box 148, Oatley. 2223. 570 8332 
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LETTER FROM THE FOREST 

"I am writing from Stringybark Squat, 20 metres up a White Stringybark 
(E.globoidea) in Coupe 702, Fullica State Forest» I have been here for 
three days on a platform 1m x 2 m0 There are two other platforms to 
form a triangle above the devastation of the coupe <, Tree-sitters have 
been maintaining these high perches for 9 days now to prevent continu-
ing logging in this part of the Nullica Forest which is now on the 
interim list of the National Estate. 

A small group of usp based at Reedy Greek, have put together this and 
other actions to highlight the plight of the remaining unlogged forests 
of the South-east - in the main, Nullica, Coolangubra and Tantawangulo. 
I am appealing to O.F.F. members to contribute directly and financially 
to our efforts. Few of us involved even receive social security pay-
ments and we are in need of food and climbing gear, especially since 
police confiscated much of our supply and several of our "ground crew® 
were arrested„ 

If we can we will maintain this action and put another up in Coolang-
ubra where the most majestic trees,400 year old Brown Barrels (Buc„ 
fastigata), are being cut down at a furious rate. 

The birdlife from the canopy is wonderful to see and so different from 
observing at ground level. Fortunately, I have Pizzey"s "Birds of 
Australia" with me„ At night it is very beautiful - the night birds, 
possums and gliders can be heard calling„w 

This letter is from Colin Gibson, well-known to many OFF members, a 
member of this Society and a committed conservationist who has worked 
on such practical projects as the Daintree Rainforest campaign and a 
survey of native plants of the Bankstown region, Colin invites members 
to support the anti-logging action in the Eden area by a contribution 
to an action fund. Anyone wishing to do so , can pay directly into 
Commonwealth Bank Account Wo. 2505643289 (A.J.Brown and A. Prowse). 

MORE ON THE SOUTH-EAST FORESTS 

The decision by the Federal Government to grant the wholly Japanese 
owned Harris-Daishowa company a 15 year extension on its woodchipping 
licence effectively means the end of the beautiful old forests of 
the south-eastern region of NSW - unless we act now to show the govern-
ment the strength of our opposition to its decision. Over 20,000 
people have signed petitions organized by the Soutfa East Forest Alliance 
and about 10p000 people have written letters to Mr, Hawke, It is not 
too late to influence the Federal Government which'is keen to show its 
conservation sympathies following the Tasmanian election. 
Write to Mr R.Hawke, the Hon Graham Richardson (Minister for Environ-
ment) and Hon Senator Peter Cook (Minister for Resources),Parliament 
House „ CANBERRA. 2600 - requesting a refusal of the export licence and 
a full investigation of the heritage values o f the south-east f o r e s t s . 
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* 32 hardy souls turned up for the last OFF walk around the shores of 
Sydney Harbour, despite the miserable wet weather. Those who ignored 
the muddy track and the threatening rain were rewarded with a fine 
almost sunny lunch break below Ashton Park. That was four field days 
in a row on which it had reined. According to percentages„all field 
days for the rest of the year will be fine. 

* Val Boyan and Lesley Cox were OFF representatives at a Water Board 
public forum held at Rockdc-le on 25 May; matters discussed included 
stormwater management and beach protection. 

* Can you believe it ? A State Development Committee of the NSW Govern-
ment recently made a list of potential money-making projects for 
this State. Their list was : 1. Tourist developments; 2« marinas; 
3. pulp mills (eg, for Grafton). 

* Latest magazines available for loan at the meetings include: 
Habitat (April 1989) - articles on the Kimberleys,Fingal Head,Koalas, 

the Annapurna region and chemical weapons. 
Wildlife Australia (Autumn 1989) - articles on Brigalow lands,lizards, 

hawks and a Soviet Union national park. 

Some thoughts from The Hole in the Sky,Man's Threat to the Ozone Layer, 
by John Gribbin (Corgi Books). 
"Even if by some miracle direct releases of CFCs stopped immediately„ 
ozone depletion would continue to increase for another two decades, 
because of the long lifetime of CFCs in the atmosphere. A lifetime of 
^ 20 years means that 90 per cent of the CFC molecules already in the 
air in 1987 will still be there in 2000 AD; 39 per cent will still be 
there in 2100 AD; and 7 per cent even in 230° AD. The damage we have 
already done to the ozone layer will be with us , and our children 
and grandchildren, throughout the twenty-first and twenty-second 
centuriPP." 

""he- world population is growing at an exponential rate. It will 
double in the next 3^ to 35 years - with it, twice the number of cars, 
double the pollution of water,air and soil - loss of forests, erosion 
ona -rand scale - hunger - loss of ozone with climate changes -extin-
ction of many more species. 

Thf world cannot support the present rates of economic and population 
growths for more than a few decades. Only by a concerted attack on 
al' 'rsjor problems at once can man achieve r state of equilibrium 
necessary for his survival. This is not going to happen, unless a 

r.cre people make a lot more noise about the problems. 

i. quote from Richard Morecroft, speaking about the environment: 
"I'm encouraged that there is a groundswell of concern. Still, I am 
concerned that this may be a passing phase of enthusiasm." 

It is up to conservationists to see that it is not a passing phase. 

Report from the Hacking Catchment 

Helensburgh garbage dump continues to pollute the Hacking River. Run-
off and leachate flows into the river via the garbage tip and Wilsons 
Creek. The retaining dam leaks so badly that it is useless. 
Meanwhile, Vollongong Council still dumps 60 cans of sanitary waste 
over land next to the garbage dump which simply flows into the river. 
So much for headwater protection of the lifeblood of the Royal N,P,52 

Nearby, the State Rail Authority has destroyed rare plant habitats 
with road works. The largest stand of Eucalyptus leuhmanniana in 
Australia has been damaged and earth moving equTpmenT^has been parked 
dangerously close to the rare and endangered Prosta^thera densa. 
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Reprinted from The Friends of the Hacking River newslettere 

SAVE TEH3E R0VAL FROM URBAN SPOOL 

Woiiongong Council will shortly release a plan 
which, if accepted by the aldermen, will more than 
double the sfee of Helensburgh. 

Situated in the hsadvWes of the Hacking River, 
urban expansion of Helensburgh wEI have dramatic 
effects on Royal. 

The CourtcD admits that EI the Clean Waters Act is 
strictly enforced ii would not be able to develop the 
Burgh. 

Incredibly, the authorities have decided that further 
pollution of Hacking River's tributaries is acceptable 
because they have been polluted by past planning 
mistakes This type of backward thinking has been 
responsible for some of the wora planning mis-
takes Rational planning would limit further 
development in the headwaters of national parks 
and enforce the Protected Waters status for 
streams Stowing through parks. What is proposed 
for the Burgh makes a mockery of total catchment 
planning. 

Urban expansion of Helensburgh will. 

o Convert the Hacking River into a weed filled 
drain choked by feSen rainforesa trees and 
sediment; 

o Increase flooding downstream, spreading 
water over the park's restricted valley flats, 

o Cut the forests which (ink Royal with the II-
iawarra Escarpment as burning, fire trails 
and clearing eat these forests away, and 
cause the larger native mammals to disap-
pear from the district; and 

«o Establish a ma^or centre which could reach 
30,000 people, spreading urban sprawl 
across the escarpment tops and eventually 
linking Sydney with Woiiongong 

The Friends of the Hacking River seeks your help 
to stop the ateck on Australia's oldest park. You 
can assist by : 

o Gon&cfttg KsBh Mulr your Secretary and 
volunteer to @Mf s*aBs seeking the assis-

tance from the general pubBc In saving 
Royal; 

o Helping to organise slide/public meeting 
nights for local, community groups and 
political branches to inform the public of 
threats to Royal; 

o Assisting in delivery of leaflets to residents 
in the Wodongong's northern suburbs; 

O Making a donation top&y for a nswspaper 
and other promotional material. 

After the plan to expand the Burgh is released, you 
will be advised to lobby the CourtcO. 

Audley now threatened by aquatic weeds 

Keith can be contacted on (02) 241 2523 or 274714 
after 10.30 weekdays or on 559 2163 at other 
limes. Written enquiries can be made to Keith 
Muir, Secretary, The Friends oJ the Hacking River, 
C/- Tots! Em&onment Centre, 18 Argyle Street, 
SYDNEY 2000. 
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COMING EVENTS 

Meetings are held on the 4th Monday of the month at the Uniting Church 
Sail,Frederick Street (near corner of Letitia Street)„Oatley. Visitors 
and children are welcome at all meetings and field days0 Please make 
yourself known as you come in. It is intended that meetings will 
commence promptly at 7.45 pm. 

June 26 (Monday).7°45 pm, "India - the Worth and Kathmandu0. Exciting 
sIMes ano^alk by Michael Spence. Only for intrepid 
travellers, India offers an experience for every taste 
and every pocket. These slides offer a taste of the feast 
that is India, starting in the romantic Vale of Kashmir, 
ambling south to the heartland of Moghul India - Delhi •= 
and then across to the holy city of Benares on the Mother 
Ganges. If there is time, Kathmandu is the dessert. 

July 1 (Saturday)„ FIELD DAY. HEATHCOTE NATIONAL PARK. A 10 km walk 
Trom WaterfaIT-WTIeathcote via the Bullawarring Track. 
Plenty of winter wildflowers. The track is rocky and un-
even in some sections, so wear strong shoes or joggers. 
Bring lunch and drinks. Train from Mortdale at 9.02 am. 
Meet Waterfall Station at 9,30 am. Contact and leader: Val 
Argall, phone 579 1874. 

July g ( Monday)„ Oatley Park flower study walk. Meet at 10 am at 
"pIcnTc 'castle*. If in doubt because of weather, ring 
Nancy Seattle on 523 7458. 

July 24 (Monday)„ Catch up with the latest news on the fight to save 
the forest. A speaker from the Wilderness Society.Details 
in next O.F.F. News. 

**** Ue are hoping to have a representative from the South East Forest 
Alliance at our next meeting (June 26th) to give a 15 minute outline 
of what is happening in the Eden forests and what we can do to help. 
Please be early to the meeting (lQ, by 7.45 pm & bring a spare dollar 
or two to contribute to the cause). 

DOING OUR LITTLE BIT 

At a time when leading scientists of the world (Farman„Suzuki,Ehr 11ch 
and Bellamy,to name just a few) are warning that we are destroying 
the life-support systems of our planet at an alarming rate, we must 
a s k WHAT CAN WE DO ABOUT IT ? 

Some suggestions 

•^Recycle newspaper,cardboard,letters,etc <= all waste paper; 
"Recycle glass bottles and jars; 
"Recycle aluminium cans; 
*Buy milk in bottles - the milk is cheaper, keeps better, tastes 

better and the bottles can be re-used; 
*Avoid unnecessary packaging •=• take your own shopping bag and recycle 

plastic bags; 
"Buy plain rather than coloured toilet paper - unbleached when available; 
"Avoid spray cans using chlorofluorocarbons (OPCs); 
"Grow trees and shrubs in your garden; 
^Ensure that your workplace recycles all its paper; 
"Consider the purchase of recycled paper for office supplies. 

Any furthos suggestions ?? 

Hon President :Val Boyan, 19 Denise Orescent,Peakhurst.2210 533 1013 
Hon Secretary :Keith Underwood,P.O. Box 52,Mortdale. 2223 570 1149 
Hon Editor : Alan Eairley9 P.O.Box 148, Oatley. 22230 570 8332 
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SOUTH-EAST FORESTS 

This month the issue of woodchipping in the State's South-east forests is again 
"eatured in OFF News. We make no apology for this as the situation in rhe south 
•ast is serious and pressure must be maintained on the Mate and Commonwealth (,overn 
lent s The tacts clearly point to the need for a change in government policy, but 
OKI' and facts are being swept away by emotionalism. Consider the ironv ot the 
•oilowing• 

* The Commonwealth Government declares that it will encourage the planting ol over 
d trillion trees throughout Australia, yet permits the destruction of 200,000 
hectares of forest by woodchipping, 

* Australia criticises Malaysia, Indonesia and Brazil for destroying their rain 
forest and adding to the problems of the Greenhouse Effect, yet we continue to 
reduce our forest cover; 

* The N.S.W. Government can close a South Coast power station and coal mine because 
they are uneconomic, yet supports the woodchipping industry which clearly has 
short term economic value and contributes little to our balance of payments. 

he bituation in the South-east 
iarrls-Daishowa, a wholly owned Japanese paper company, has an agreement with the NSW 
orestry Commission to log 200,000 hectares of forest. It is virtually ilearfelIing. 
ith roads constructed into pristine forest and then almost all the forest logged and 
•nderstorey burnt. The Hawke Labor Government has announced that it is willing to 
rant Harris-Daishowa a further 13 years export woodchip licence. At the same time the 
reiner Liberal-National Government has refused to establish national parks in the area 
nd re iect its national estate and wilderness values. 

oads wreck the remoteness that has protected these forests from chainsaw and bull-
ozer. Removal of the trees means removal of wildlife, especially those animals 
ependent on the hollows in mature trees for shelter and nesting. Deliberate and 
requent burning destroys the shrub and herb understorey, home to many small animals 
nd birds. The logged area becomes a prime target for soil erosion. Soil and logged 
tebns wash into the rivers after heavy rain, pollute water supplies and kill aquatic 
i f e . 

Knvironmenta1 safeguards developed by the Forestry Commission give minimal protection. 
For example, only five trees are Left as habitat trees for every 15 hectares. Origin-
ally there would have been more than 500 mature trees. Those remaining 5 habitat 
trees, looking like scarecrows in a cleared field, usually fall down because they are 
more exposed to wind and are damaged in the post-logging burning. Sometimes along 
creek and steep slopes the foresters leave small wildlife corridors, but these can 
be logged for sawlogs and are burnt every few years. They are no substitute for the 
pristine forests that once covered thousands of hectares. 

The bush does grow back - as a forest of skinny saplings. Where once there was a 
magnificent complex forest, with a great diversity of trees, there is now a tree farm. 
People who visit these regrowth forests cannot walk through the dense saplings and 
cannot experience the true Australian bush. 
"&• 

Over $68.00 was collected from members' donations towards South-east forest action 
at our last OFF meeting. 

* The South-east Forest Alliance is holding a 'Step Out Against Greenhouse' and 
'Save the South-East' rally on July 29th at Hyde Park. Meet at 11 am at Belmore 
Park. O D D O s i t e Central Railway. Be there and exoress vour concern!! 
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Woodchipping - Short Term Economic Gain 

Ninety per cent of the trees are logged for woodchips and exported to Japan. 
Only ten per cent are used for sawlogs by local timber firms. What does Australia 
get from woodchipping? 

In the long run, very little. In Japan the woodchips are made into products such 
as wrapping and printing papers. Australia then imports this paper at more than 
ten times the price it received from the original woodchip. Senator Peter Cook 
(Minister for Resources' commented: "Woodchipping is the lowest value, lowest effort 
way to export forest products. Relying on exports of woodchips sells short the 
resources on which our children will depend." The Japanese have already cut most 
of the old growth timber that is of commercial value in South-east Asia. When 
Australia's prime timber is gone, the industry will move on, and Australia wi,, 
be left with an environmental and economic disaster. 

Already timber mills on the South Coast are closing due to overcutting and the 
Forestry Commission is drastically reducing the timber quotos ot local sawmill'. 
"Within 20 years the whole industry will have to shut up shop because thev wiIi 
have chopped all the forest down. Sustained yield is forestry jargon for cutting 
the forest as fast as possible and to hell with the consequences and anyone whi 
objects." (Bega News, b.12.88. t 

The Alternatives 

Conservationists have proposed longer term economic plans for the south-east, 
including the use of plantations and a tourism package. Planting 700 hectares 
a year for 20 years would provide more wood annually than would be logged in the 
proposed national park areas. The present industry based on the export ot wood 
chips at such low prices as $11 to $14 per tonne must be phased out. The tourist 
industry, currently worth $150 million, is an important growth area in the Begd 
Valley; the preservation it the mature forests and establishing ot national park-
are essential ingredients in this growth. 
(Information from Peace Paper, from the Office of Senator Irina Dunn) 

What YOU can do 

1. Write to the Hon. Graham Richardson, Minister for Environment, and Hon. Senator 
Peter Cook, Minister for Resources, objecting to the export licence and request 
ing a full investigation ot the World Heritage values of the south-east. 
(Parliament House, Canberra,2600.) 

2. Write to Nick Greiner, Premier of NSW, and Hon. Tim Moore, Minister for the 
Environment, asking for national park protection of the forests of the south 
east. (Parliament House, Sydney. 2000.) 

i. Send your financial support to: South-east Forest Alliance, C/- TEC, 18 Argyle 
Street, Sydney. 2000, or The Wilderness Society Inc., 1st Floor, 53 Liverpool 
Street, Sydney. 2000. 

4. Come along to our next meeting and bring at least one friend to hear the latest 
from the speaker from the Wilderness Society. 

Thailand Bans Logging 
About 70% of Thailand's forest have been destroyed by logging. Forest destruction 
in Thailand has resulted in bad flooding of the silt-laden rivers and mudslides, 
resulting in the destruction of villages and hundreds of deaths. Although 
Thailand is a relatively poor country, the Prime Minister said that the loss of 
$150 million from commercial logging was not too high a price to pay to protect 
the country's remaining forests. 
Forest Burger 
Every year 20,000 square kilometres of rainforest, largely in South and Central 
America, are cleared to create grazing land for beef cattle. The majority of 
this meat is exported to the USA to be devoured by millions of the fast-food 
burger addicts. 
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COASTAL DEVELOPMENT 

In the May / June '89 OFF News, the NSW Government's "Guidelines on the NSW Coast-' 
was summarized and the National Trust view was presented. In response to that 
article, the Total Environment Centre has sent undetailed information on its 
policy towards coastal development. This includes 
1. A TEC media release from 14 March rejecting the Government's draft guidelines. 

I. A paper on "Whole Chains of (oastal Parkland" delivered to the Local govern-
ment Association. 

3. A briefing paper for a tonference with the Premier and four Ministers on 
coastal development. 

The TEC places heavy emphasis on the Nature Conservation Council resolution 
carried at its special conference calling for all future ioastal development t o 
be located within the existing boundaries of existing coastal towns and viI.age-
after full discussion with local people. Another emphasis is an absolute re jeer, 
ion of the sale or lease ot existing public reserves to developers (as has 
happened at Fingal and North tntrance Peninsula'. 

TEC has called on the Government to cancel its policy that no more State Forest 
lands are to be transferred to National Parks. Coastal parks such as Murramarang. 
Mimosa Rocks and Nadgee need substantial additions from State Forests and new 
National Parks are needed at Bonvilie. Three Brothers and Jervis Bay. At present, 
Murramarang is only 300-400 metres wide in a couple of places and is discontinuous 

All OFF members shsu1d avail themselves of the opportunity to read this material. 
It will be available in a folder at the next meeting. 

UP-DATE: PLEASURE POINT DEVELOPMENT 

In OFF"News of Feb/March '84, it was reported that massive development was planned 
tor Pleasure Point along the Georges River. Mr. Guy Yeomans, M.P. for Hurstville 
made representations to David Hav, Minister for Local Government and Planning, on 
our behalf- The following reply has been received: 

"There is a proposal to release land for residential development at Pleasure and 
Voyage r Points in Liverpool. These areas have recently been included in r he Urban 
Development Program as future urban areas. Liverpool City Council has resolved re 
prepare a Local Environmental Plan to rezone the land for urban development, 
concurrently a Local Environmental Study was required to canvass all the re levant 
issues, including impact on flora, fauna and the Georges River. 

I am advised that Council has decided not to proceed with the essentially urban 
rezoning of the area as recommended in the study on 21 Feb. 1989. This decision 
was taken to allow further investigation of the area's potential for open space 
and recreation use. The initial concept included a hotal and marina. However, 
the concept has not been developed in detail at this stage and would be subject 
to a separate Environmental Impact Statement, since marinas are classed as 
'designated developments' under the EPA Regulation, 1980. Such an Environmental 
Impact Statement would have to be publicly exhibited before Liverpool Council 
could determine a development application." 

Betty Weekes bids farewell to her OFF friends. The family has transferred to 
Evans Head where undoubtedly Betty will continue to be active in the conservation 
field. Our best wishes to Betty, Les and Ben. 

Betty was OFF News editor for the years before 1984 and her husband battled with 
the old Gestetner copy machine each month to produce the newsletter. Betty was 
also very involved in the fight to protect the Hawthorn Street Reserve at Ramsgate 
when natural bushland was being cleared for tennis courts, and to promote the 
educational values of the Reserve. 
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COMING EVENTS 

Meetings are held on the 4th Monday of the month at the Uniting Church Hall, 
Frederick Street (near corner of Letitia Street), Oatley. Visitors and children 
are welcome at all meetings and field days. Please make yourself known as you 
come in. It is intended that meetings will commence promptly at 7.45 pm. 

July 24 (Monday). 7.45 pm. JOURNEY THROUGH THE FOREST. A speaker from the 
Wilderness Society. Hear about the struggle for the south-east forest 
and see slides of their beauty. 

July 29 (Saturday). FIELD DAY. A walk along BENOWIE TRACK from Thornleigh to 
Hornsby. Distance: about 10 km. A popular walking track in the northern 
suburbs through Elouera Bush land and following a creek vallev. Most of 
the track is well defined and relatively easy, although there are two 
short but steep sections from the valley to the escarpment. Track mav 
be wet underfoot. 
Catch train 8.20 am from Oatley or the following train 8.28 am from 
Mortdale to Redfern. Change to the Hornsbv via Strathfield train, 
departing Redfern 9.04 am. Meet Thornleigh Station 9.45 am. 
Leader: Harrv Whaite. ' Phone 57-6459. 

August 7 (Monday). Oat lev Park flower study walk. Meet 10 am at picnic 'castle'. 
If in doubt because of weather, ring Nancy Beat tie on 523 7458. 

Linnean Society, Field Trip to Little Bay, Saturday 26th August 1989. Little Bav 
is behind Prince Henry Hospital and there is talk of selling off the site bv the 
State Government. The vegetation is a species-rich heath. Leaders will be from 
the University of NSW and will cover the botany, ecology, geology and geomorpho1ogv 
of the area. Meet 10 am on Anzac Pde, at gate to UNSW carpark, a short distance 
after Long Bay Gaol. 'Phone School of Biological Science, Uni of NSW, 697 2222 , 
(He lene Martin). 

RECYCLED PAPER 
A letter to Conservation News 

"I am a printer and quite conscious of the amount of paper passing through my 
presses and where it is coming from. I have been printing on 100 per cent recycled, 
unbleached paper for the past two years and encouraging customers to use this stock 
wherever possible. Australia's fine paper manufacturers APM and APPM produce no 
such product nor do they envisage at any time in the future when they will be doing 
so. To produce 1000 kilograms of first class paper requires 4750 kilowatts of 
electricity, 440,000 litres of water and 2385 kilograms of wood. To produce the 
same amount of 100 per cent recycled, unbleached paper requires 2750 kilowatts of 
electricity, 1800 litres of water and, of course, no wood - only waste paper. 

The technology to produce recycled, unbleached fine printing papers is available 
and there is certainly a demand. What is needed is a switch in thinking of large 
companies from building those environmentally dangerous, resource-depleting mills 
to developing and producing such logical products as recycled paper." (Charley 
Danie 1.) 

*** EC0PAPER is 100% recycled paper, produced without bleaching or de-inking, thus 
saving on both energy and trees and causing no water pollution. EC0PAPER supplies a 
full range of recycled paper for private and commercial use. It is available from 
The Ecopaper Collective, P.O. Box 451, Leichhardt 2040. 'Phone 692 8880. Call or 
write for a price list. 

Hon. President: Val Boyan, 19 Denise Crescent, Peakhurst. 2210 
Hon. Secretary: Keith Underwood, P.O. Box 52, Mortdale. 2223 
Hon. Editor: Alan Fair ley, P.O. Box 148, Oatley. 2223 
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SOUTH EAST FORESTS 
At the July meeting OFF members were impressed by the clear presentation given by 
Ian Perkins of the Wilderness Society concerning the ecology and the economics of 
woodchipping the south east forests. The need to preserve the mature forests of 
Coolangubra, Tantawangalo and Egan Peaks, and the diversity of endangered native 
flora and fauna found there, was heartily acclaimed by the members. 

Forest management and a viable timber industry were major themes at the 'Save the 
South-East' rally on 29 July at Hyde Park. Participants were dismayed to learn 
that despite the 'moratorium' devised by federal and N.S.W. resource ministers, 
Senator Peter Cook and Mr. Ian Causley, logging was proceeding in some of the most 
environmentally valuable areas of the National Estate forests in the south-east. 

The six month 'moratorium' was to allow a biological study to enable better decisions 
to be made about the forests' future. However 'trial' clearfelling of 140 hectares 
in the heart of the Tantawangalo catchment, opposed by the Australian Heritage 
Commission, will go ahead. Also unaffected by the 'moratorium' is the construction 
of Wog Way Road, a 30 km logging highway through the centre of the Coolangubra 
wilderness, the main area to be studied. 

Speakers at the rally expressed concern that the moratorium was a sham and that 
continuing destruction of significant areas of wilderness would -afreet NatJflflll Estate 
listing. It was felt that the federal-state agreement clearly intended the forests 
to be woodchipped. 

What YOU can do 
1 Write to the Hon. R.J. Hawke, Prime Minister; Hon. Graham Richardson, Minister 

for Environment, and Hon. Senator Peter Cook, Minister for Resources, objecting 
to the export licence and requesting assistance to halt all logging and road-
building in the National Estate areas of Coolangubra, Tantawangalo and Egan 
Peaks, pending completion of the biological study. (Parliament House, Canberra.) 

2. Write to Nick Greiner, Premier of N.S.W., and Hon. Tim Moore, Minister for the 
Environment, asking for national park protection of the forests of the south-
east. (Parliament House, Sydney. 2000) 

CONSERVATION IN N.S.W. UNDER THREAT 
Recent heavy staff cuts in the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service and proposed 
further cuts will spell the effective end of the Natural Resources Division of this 
state's nature conservation authority. The Director of NPWS, Mr John Whitehouse, 
has hinted that he and the Government of NSW are likely to effect further massive 
reductions in staff of the Land Conservation Branch and to funding for land 
acquisition. The result will be no new national parks, nature reserves, state 
recreation areas or historic sites in NSW or additions to existing areas. 
Abandonment of 'off park conservation' means that there will be no response by the 
NPWS to clearing and cultivation licence applications in the Western Division, 
crown leasehold conversion applications, environmental impact statements, regional 
environmental plans or local environmental plans. Write to: Hon. Nick Greiner, 
Premier of NSW, and Hon. Tim Moore, Minister f6r the Environment, urging that there 
is no reduction in staffing of the NPWS Land Conservation Branch and no reduction in 
its ability to respond to off-park conservation issues. 

EARTH WEEK BEGINS 3RD SEPTEMBER 



O.F.F. News - 2 - August/September 1989 

COMING EVENTS 
Meetings are held on the 4th Monday of the month at the Uniting Church Hall, 
Frederick Street (near corner of Letitia Street), Oatley. Visitors and children are 
welcome at all meetings and field days. Please make yourself known as vou come in. 
It is intended that meetings will commence promptly at 7.45 p.m. 

August 28 (Monday) 7.45 pm. ABORIGINAL SITES, ROYAL NATIONAL PARK. Rhonda Craven, 
Lecturer, St. George Institute, Sydney C.A.E., and Les Bursill, Head 
Archaeologist, Sutherland Site Survey Team. An interesting and 
informative night is promises. 

September 2 (Saturday). FIELD DAY. Walk and inspection of Wolli Creek bushland, an 
urban haven for birds and wildflowers under threat from the proposed 
freeway. Catch train to Tempe from Oatley at 9.20 am or from Mortdale 
at 9.28 am. Meet at Tempe car park at 10 am. 
Leaders: Gavin Gatenby and Les Robinson. Contact: Val Argall, 579 1874 

September 4 (Monday). Oatley Park flower study walk. Meet 10 am at picnic 'castle'. 
If in doubt because of weather, ring Nancy Seattle on 523 7458. 

September 23 (Saturday). FIELD DAY. Train trip to Blackheath. 

November 4/5 CAMPING WEEKEND. CHANGE IN VENUE 
Please note that the camping weekend will be at 'Coolendel' on the Shoalhaven River, 
30 km from Nowra. Grassy camp sites, shade trees, bird watching, wild life and 
bush walks are features of this site. Watch O.F.F. News for further details. 

SMIGGIN HOLES - 20 January to 3 February 1990 
Win and Norm have offered to open their chalet at Smiggin again next year. The 
chalet will be available for two weeks from Saturday 20 January to Saturday 
3 February for one or two week bookings. Please contact Keith Underwood for details 
on 570 1149. Keith will take the names of those who wish to make firm bookings. 

SALE OF PUBLIC LAND 
The State Government is embarking on a policy of selling "excess" public Land and 
pressure is on from developers and their friends to acquire public land in prime 
coastal sites. Consider the following: 

* Tomaree Head (Port Stephens) - the proposed sale of Health Department land on 
perhaps the most beautiful headland along the coast, adjacent to a national park. 

* Long Reef, Dee Why - a proposal for a 99 year lease from Warringah Council of 
public headland for a country club and 200 room hotel, a development being 
promoted by a State Liberal M.P. 

* Prince Henry Hospital, Little Bay - the proposed sale of not only the hospital 
but its coastal land, including unique heath containing endangered plant species. 

Once sold, this land is lost to the people forever! 

BUSH REGENERATION - ROCKDALE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 
Betty Weekes reports that at long last Rockdale Council has agreed to follow the 
lead of Hurstville and Kogarah Councils by employing a team of bush regenerators 
from the National Trust. The Hawthorn Street natural area is receiving attention 
by a team led by Lynne Whiley. Stott's Reserve and an area in Bardwell Valley are 
to be included in the regeneration scheme. 

Hon. President: Val Boyan, 19 Denise Crescent, Peakhurst. 2210 533 1013 
Hon. Secretary: Keith Underwood, P.O. Box 52, Mortdale. 2223 570 1149 
Hon. Editor: Alan Fairley, P.O. Box 148, Oatley. 2223 570 8332 
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ALASKA! from Ida Carder 
A truly beautiful country with magnificent scenery almost everywhere. We travelled 
in large and small planes, large and small ships, very comfortable trains and 
buses. Some of our party participated in white water rafting (ask Joan Kitchener 
about this). 

In the fiords, snow-covered mountains lined the shores along with glaciers, streams 
and waterfalls. Whales, sea lions, seals and otters were frequently seen from the 
ships. We actually saw, and heard, glaciers calving and as the lumps of ice 
floated away, quite frequently seals clambered aboard for the ride. Plentiful 
birds were:- Bald Eagles, Kittiwakes, Terns, Jaegers, Puffins, Gulls, Grebes and 
many others. 

Away from the shore we travelled through forests of spruce surrounded always by 
majestic snow-covered mountains. Many animals grazed - Caribou, Moose, Mountain 
Goats, Brown Bear (we saw one with triplets), Dall Sheep. In the lakes and streams 
were beavers and their lodges and dams. We saw one lodge with a gull nesting on 
top. Advice to members: See Alaska! 

The oil spill. We saw no direct evidence of the eleven million gallons of oil 
spilled from the Exxon Valdez on March 24 - but we heard plenty. Alaskans every-
where we went proclaimed it a major disaster. Few, if any, would have agreed with 
the carrier who told us it was all a minor problem grossly exaggerated by the media. 
The few animals destroyed were, he told us, being sent to universities and museums. 
The "few" amounted to 9900 birds, 613 otters and other animals. That was in May 
Biologists predict that the effects of the oil will be felt for at least 10 years. 
It is expected to contaminate water, fish, soil, and enter the food chain. Road 
houses bemoaned the absence of staff - all available people were out cleaning up 
the oil. I was offered a sample to take back to Australia - a dirty, black, smelly, 
sticky mess. I did not accept. 

Although the oil spill was first on the list, other environmental problems were 
discussed: acid rain, the ozone hole, the greenhouse effect, the spruce beetle that 
appears to be responsible for killing the trees. 

A museum in Valdez displayed a number of posters dealing with the environment. At 
the end was a drawing of a pointing finger in a circle crossed by a diagonal line. 
Underneath was written: 

DON'T POINT THE FINGER 
WE ARE ALL RESPONSIBLE 

POSTSCRIPT 
In relation to the item in the August/September O.F.F. News concerning the NSW 
National Parks and Wildlife Service, Guy Yeomans, MP for Hurstville, has informed 
us that it was the Director of NPWS who hinted at massive staff reductions 
without consulting the relevant Minister. Subsequent events concerning the 
consequences of the budget overrun have been reported in the press. 
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COMING EVENTS 
Meetings are held on the 4th Monday of the month at the Uniting Church Hall, 
Frederick Street (near corner of Letitia Street), Oatley. Visitors and children 
are welcome at all meetings and field days. Please make yourself known as you 
come in. It is intended that meetings will commence promptly at 7.45 p.m. 

September 23 (Saturday). FIELD DAY. A scenic trip by train to Blackheath where 
we will lunch in the Gardens. Train from Oatley at 8.50 am to Central 
where we will catch train at 9.50 am to Blackheath. 
Contact: Val Argall, 579 1874 

September 25 (Monday) 7.45 pm. WIRE - Wildlife Information and Rescue Service. 
Insights into the interesting work carried out by WIRE. 

October 2 (Monday). Oatley Park flower study walk. Meet 10 am at picnic 'castle'. 
If in doubt because of weather, ring Nancy Beattieon 523 7458. 

October 21 (Saturday). FIELD DAY. Barren Grounds for a day with a difference. 

November 4/5 - CAMPING WEEKEND - 'COOLENDEL' on the Shoalhaven River, 30 km from 
Nowra. More details next month. 

ANNUAL DINNER 
November 18 (Saturday) - Reserve this date! 
Our guest speaker will be the Hon. Tim Moore, State Minister for the Environment. 
More details next month. 

EXTRACTS FROM "METAMORPHOSIS" BY DAVID SUZUKI 
"I look to the future world my children will inherit and what I see impels me to 
speak out on the approaching global crisis. ... I believe if we continue as we are 
going now, then the global ecosystem and human beings have had it. Species 
extinction and habitat destruction are going on at a terrifying rate. It is 
untenable conceit to believe that we can maintain our current rate of consumption 
of energy and resources and that the environment will absorb the massive amount 
of pollutants and debris we dump into it." 

"All projections of human activity lead to predictions of energy depletion, 
massive species extinction and the disappearance of all wilderness by the first 
years of the next century." 

"What sustains me, though, is an optimism about the strength of love - love of our 
children and a hope for a better world for them that must surely override all other 
considerations." 

"It is estimated that seventeen billion dollars annually will feed the hungry 
masses of the world. The military around the world spends that amount every ten 
days. It's a fact that calls into severe question our species' claim to 
intelligence." 

- from "Metamorphosis" by David Suzuki, Stoddart 1987, Toronto, 
pp.298-299. 

WOLLI CREEK PRESERVATION SOCIETY 
On September 2 O.F.F. members were conducted on an inspection of the Wolli Creek 
bushland between Tempe and Bardwell Park by representatives from the Society. 
Quiet and peaceful, this strip of bushland, used as an environmental resource by 
the 120 schools in nearby suburbs, covers a range of habitats including mangroves, 
reedbeds, rain forest, dry selerophyl forest, and heath. Many spring flowers were 
identified and we were impressed by the 360° view from Naimygoat Hill where we 
lunched. The effect of a 6 lane highway on this tranquil valley is sad to 
contemplate. The Society can be contacted by phoning Neil or Danielle Rankin,5591269. 

Hon. Presidents Val Boyan, 19 Denise Crescent, Peakhurst. 2210 533 1013 
Hon. Secretary: Keith Underwood, P.O. Box 52, Mortdale. 2223 570 1149 

Hon. Editor: Alan Fairley, P.O. Box 148, Oatley. 2223 570 8332 
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FOCUS ON N.S.W. CROWN LANDS FOR SALE 
The N.S.W. Government recently passed legislation which has disastrous implications 
for N.S.W.'s public lands. 

The N.S.W. Crown Lands Act 1989 gives the Minister for Natural Resources, Ian 
Causley, the power to sell off Crown Land. In addition, Causley has scrapped the 
Conservation Policy which for the past seven years has protected Crown Lands which 
are environmentally sensitive. The new Act makes no provision for any consideration 
of objections raised by members of the public or local councils. 

The Government has also introduced a Properties Services Corporation Bill into 
Parliament which specifically prevents ANY comment by the public or the Parliament 
on public lands disposals. The public, who own the land, will have no say in the 
disposal of the land in their ownership. 

The Crown Lands Act has the potential to increase N.S.W.'s already serious land 
degradation problem, A recently released N.S.W. Soil Conservation Service survey 
showed that 72% of the State is affected by some form of land degradation. On the 
one hand, the Government continues to pay lip service to the need to do something 
about this crisis. On the other hand, they are releasing public lands for sale, a 
large proportion of which will probably be cleared for agricultural cultivation or 
damaged as a result of grazing. 

Write to the Premier, Leader of the Opposition, Bob Carr, and Ian Causley, telling 
them that you don't want to see N.S.W.'s public lands going under the hammer. For 
an information kit, write to the Land Degradation Unit, Australian Conservation 
Foundation, Level 3, 18 Argyle Street, Sydney, 2000. 
(From: A.C.F. N.S.W. Update - September 1989) 

SAVE JERVIS BAY CAMPAIGN 
Conservationists are stepping up their campaign to save Jervis Bay, just south of 
Sydney, from bombardment by the Navy. For over two years the Federal Department of 
Defence has been planning to establish a huge industrial naval complex at Jervis 
Bay, involving the relocation of the entire Sydney based naval fleet. The relocation 
could become the biggest single planned development on Australia's east coast. 

The Jervis Bay Protection Committee, in which ACF is actively involved, and the 
Jerringa and Wreck Bay Aboriginal Community Councils have joined forces to establish 
the National Save Jervis Bay Campaign. The Campaign is calling for a National Park 
and Marine Reserve to protect the whole of the bay area. 

Conservationists are concerned that the relocation, involving a complex of workshops, 
bunkers, kilometres of wharves, massive breakwater developments requiring dredging, 
warehouses and up to 4,000 servicemen, will have a profound impact on the social and 
natural environment of the bay. 

Jervis Bay is perhaps the last great unspoilt bay on the eastern seaboard. Last year 
it was listed on the Register of the National Estate, and described by the Heritage 
Commission as 'a place of exceptional beauty'. The clear waters shelter vast sea 
grass meadows that are the basis of the entire marine ecosystem and the beaches are 
said to have the whitest sand in the world. 

Paul Gilding, the National Coordinator, may be contacted on (02) 660 0677. 
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COMING EVENTS 
Meetings are held on the 4th Monday of the month at the Uniting Church Hall, 
Frederick Street (near corner of Letitia Street), Oatley. Visitors and children 
are welcome at all meetings and field days. Please make yourself known as you 
come in. It is intended that meetings will commence promptly at 7.45 p.m. 

October 21 (Saturday). FIELD DAY. Barren Grounds Reserve - off Jamberoo to 
to Robertson Road. Watch for turn off on left after steep climb up 
escarpment from Jamberoo. Meet at parking area at 10 am. 
Leader: Alan Fairley, 570 8332. 

October 23 (Monday). 7.45 pm. WETLANDS - DR. ADAMS, from the Department of 
Biological Sciences, University of N.S.W. An interesting evening is 
promised. 

November 4/5 - CAMPING WEEKEND - 'COOLENDEL' on the Shoalhaven River, 30 km 
from Nowra. Attractive camping spot - plenty of birds and walks -
modern amenities. No cabins or powered sites are available. The 
last three quarters of the trip from Nowra is on a gravel road which 
is trafficable but slow, especially if wet. Allow 1 hour for this 
section. Maps will be available at next meeting. Meet at Coolendel 
at 11 am. Contact: Val Argall, 579 1874. 

November 6 (Monday). Oatley Park flower study walk. Meet 10 am at picnic 'castle'. 
If in doubt because of weather, ring Nancy Seattle on 523 7458. 

November 18 (Saturday). ANNUAL DINNER. Peakhurst Bowling Club - 7 pm for 7.30 pm. 
Guest speaker: the Hon. T. Moore, Minister for the Environment. 
Tickets: $15.00 each (same as last year). Payment should be made prior 
to the dinner. For reservations, contact Ida Carder, 57 5909, or 
Val Douglas, 57 7783. 

November 27 (Monday). 7.45 pm. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. Election of officers, 
members' slides, social supper. A relaxed and pleasant end of the year 
activity. 

OATLEY PARK WILDLIFE - A note from Harry Whaite 
Two years ago, at our October meeting, Terry Boylan from Taronga Zoo spoke to us 
and demonstrated various reptiles. I mentioned that over a period of more than 
five years, I had seen a shingleback lizard in Oatley Park, mainly up near the oval 
but more recently down nearer the river. Since this species is confined to the 
drier southern part of the continent, Terry was surprised that this reptile had 
managed to survive in apparent good health near the wetter east coast. 

A year ago I received a telephone call from Jack Mason who lives in Douglas Haig 
Street about three hundred metres from the lower entrance to the park. He 
described a peculiar type of blue-tongue lizard which had appeared in his garden. 
It proved to be the shingleback. I collected it and placed in near the creek which 
enters the head of Jewfish Bay. In this area there are numerous rock overhangs for 
shelter, permanent water and, presumably, an adequate food supply. 

Twice since then I have met the lizard on the nearby track. Last month, I observed 
that it had lost part of its tail, possibly as the result of an encounter with a 
kookaburra. 

I suspect that this animal was originally brought from inland as a "pet" but, when 
the novelty had worn off, it was deposited in Oatley Park to fend for itself, 
which it seems to be doing satisfactorily. 

Hon. President: Val Boyan, 19 Denise Crescent, Peakhurst. 2210 533 1013 
Hon. Secretary: Keith Underwood, P.O. Box 52, Mortdale. 2223 570 1149 
Hon. Editor: Alan Fairley, P.O. Box 148, Oatley. 2223 570 8332 
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EDITORIAL 

My recent holiday to Greece, Turkey and Egypt has reinforced my belief that we here 
in Australia have the opportunities not to make the mistakes so obvious in other 
countries and that we must never relent in fighting those anti-environmental forces 
which push 'development' and 'progress1, 'growth' and 'profit' at the expense of 
beauty, health and the protection of natural systems. Despite the widespread image 
promoted in the postcard, most of the coastline of Greece and Turkey is an environ-

mental disaster zone. Insensitive development sprawls along the coastline, blocking 
public access (or people have to pay to use private beaches); planning laws seem non-
existent; haze from vehicle emission and wood fires hangs heavy over cities like 
Athens; poor sewerage and drainage pollute streams; rubbish, especially plastics, 
lie in the streets; and noise pollution from trucks, buses and motor-bikes is enough 
to give you a headache. In Turkey, whole towns are sprayed at night with insecticide 
to get rid of mosquitoes (and who knows what other beneficial insects). So much 
insecticide was in the air one evening that it filled our hotel room; we thought the 

hotel was on fire so we evacuated! 

And if you want a vision of the future where cities have become unlivable, just visit 
Cairo. It is dirty, over-crowded, frenzied, drab, sprawling, noisy, with ugly 
unfinished buildings, fly-overs blotting out the city's history and character, air 
which you can literally smell and water which is undrinkable. Sydney has a long way 
to go down this road of oblivion, but the tell-tale signs are already here. 

SEE N.S.W. NOW - BEFORE IT'S ALL SOLD 
The recent passage though Parliament of the Crown Lands Act, 1989, is potentially 
disastrous as it gives the Liberal-National State Government unlimited power to sell 
off Crown Lands in NSW to the highest bidder. The Minister, Mr. Ian Causley, has 
decided to do away with the Conservation Policy which has been in operation for the 
last seven years and which barred the sale of any Crown Lands which were environ-
mentally sensitive, especially land leading up to lakes, lagoons and tidal waters. 

The new Act allows no public participation in the disposal of Crown Land. 

Already the disposal of public land has begun. This is land which, once sold, will 
never return to the public, even though in the future it may be needed for parks or 
open space. The policy of NSW Inc. of selling assets for short-term monetary gain 
is obviously short—sighted. Marginal land in the Western Division is being sold. 
Parts of the Liverpool Range near Murrundi have been sold as freehold, even though 

sections had been long identified by the National Parks and Wildlife Service as 
potential additions to Nature Reserves. It was sold for $1.00 a hectare, but offered 
to NPWS at market value. The Department of Planning is considering the sale of 500 
hectares of bushland along the upper Georges River, even though Campbelltown City 
Council vigorously opposes this land disposal as it considers this land as an 
integral part of the open space system along the river. All this is just the 
beginning. There is no real protection for Crown Land reserves like Oatley Park 

which are only held in trust by councils. 

The Nature Conservation Council calls on your assistance. Lobby your local State MP 
expressing your concern (each MP has already received a letter from NCC outlining 
objections); write to Mr. Greiner. Contact John Corkill of NCC (Phone 27 2228) for 

briefing paper and details of recommended amendments to the Act. 



F.F. News - 2 - November/December, 1989. 

COMING EVENTS 
Meetings are held on the 4th Monday of the month at the Uniting Church Hall, 
Frederick Street (near corner of Letitia Street), Oatley. Visitors and children 
are welcome at all meetings and field days. Please make yourself known as you come 
in. *** It is intended that meetings will commence promptly at 7.45 pm. *** 

November, 18 (Saturday). ANNUAL DINNER. Peakhurst Bowling Club - 7.30 pm. Payment 
should be made prior to the dinner. Tickets: $15.00 each. For reservations 
contact Val Douglas, 57 77783. 

November 27 (Monday). 7.45 pm. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING followed by members' slides 
and supper. Presentation of reports on the Society's activities and 
progress over the past year; election of a new committee; discussion and 
general business. At the end of the AGM slides will be shown. Bring along 
up to 10 of your favourite slides - perhaps of trips or of beautiful places. 
Many members have been to a wide variety of interesting places in the past 
year, so there should be plenty of pictures to choose from. 
Please bring a plate of food to help with supper. 

*** A note from Nancy Beattie - there will be no Oatley Park flower study days in 
December, January or February. 

*** The walks and meeting programme for 1990 will be advised in the next Newsletter. 
Val Douglas and Val Argall have put together another interesting and informative 
programme. 

ENVIRONMENT '90. Australia's first specialised exhibition devoted solely to the 
protection and conservation of the environment will be held at Darling Harbour on 
May 2-5, 1990. With the theme "Who is doing what to repair the environment", it will 
show the general public solutions to many of the serious problems facing the environment. 
Exhibitors will display new products and new technology, including hardwood manufactured 
from pine prunings, ultra-clean burn coal, air-powered aerosols, bricks made from 
garbage, absorbers to mop up oil spills, and many more. There will also be a wide 
range of Government Bodies exhibiting. For further information, contact Faye Cameron: 
Telephone 449 5279. 

NATIONAL MILK BOTTLE DAY 

An Australia-wide effort is being made by Friends of the Earth to promote the use of 
glass bottles instead of plastic and cartons. On Bottle Day - Thursday, 23rd Nov. -
we are asked to buy milk in glass bottles. Please co-operate. Remember you will be 
helping the environment and saying money. Milk in bottles is about 3 cents a litre 
cheaper than in cartons. Cartons cannot be recycled. 

"Nothing in the universe exists alone. 
Every drop of water, every human being, 

all creatures in the web of life 
and all ideas in the web of knowledge 

are part of an immense, evolving 
dynamic whole, as old and as young as the 

universe itself. To learn this 
is to disco\er the meaning of joy." 

from This Living Earth. (D. Cavagnaro). 

A special thanks to Val Argall who so capably stood in as editor of OFF News for 
the last three editions, while I was on holidays. A.F. 
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