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EDITORIAL. 
Welcome to another fresh new year which we hope 
will be as interesting and productive as last year. This 
is the 43rd year of the Society and we continue to be a 
strong, active and friendly group dedicated to the 
betterment of our environment, be it local, national or 
international. The battles ahead are unknown but we 
can be sure that there will be plenty of new issues 
(and lots of unresolved old ones) to occupy our 
attention. 
I have been away in Taiwan for two weeks so have 
lost touch a little with local events. However, a trip 
like that is a sharp reminder of what our Society is all 
about and why I am a conservationist. When you see 
the rubbish, smog, polluted streams and urban 
ugliness of Taiwan it is clear that there are much 
more important things than economic progress and 
that Australia is truly the 'Lucky Country". Let's 
continue the fight to keep it that way. 

FINANCIAL REPORT OF O.F.F. 
by Hon Treasurer, John Watters 
Receipts and Payments - Year ended 31-12-1996 

Credit balance as at 31-12-95 
Receipts - Subscriptions 21 i 8.00 

Donations 1243.00 * 
Trash &Treasure 691.00 
Sales (Plants,etc) 89.80 
Interest 1113.54 ** 
Functions 1240.00 
Term Deposits 10000.00 *** 

$1552.71 

$16455.34 
$18048.05 

Payments - Donations 
Subscriptions 
Newsletter Exps. 
Uniting Church 
Programs 
Lions Festival 

650.00 **** 
374 00 ***** 
807.20 
240 00 
162 00 
33.00 

Price 10 cents 

Term Deposit 2000.00 
Public Risk Policy 240.67 
Functions 1240.00 
Admin.Expen. 359.06 
National Trust 10160.00 *** 

$16265.93 

Credit balance as at 31-12-96 $1782.12 

Notes. 
* Includes $1000.00 bequest from estate of late B. 

Goldstein. 
** Includes $1060.30 from investment of Bush Grant. 
*** Term Deposits $10000.00, plus $160.00 in 

cheque a/c to pay Nat,Trust balance of $10160.00 
from $15000.00 grant to regenerate Oatley-Como 
Railway Bank. 

**** Donations from President's Fund 
- Total Env. Centre $500.00 
- Georges River Env Alliance $100.00 
- WIRES $50.00 

***** Subscriptions 
Nature Cons Ccl of NSW $160.00 
Aust. Conserv. Foundation 59.00 
Nat. Parks Assoc. 50.00 
World Wildlife Fund 35.00 
Wildlife Pres, Fd. Qld 25.00 
Colong F'dation 20.00 
D.G. Stead F'dation 15.00 
Friends of Bats 10.00 

Comments. 
The Society's financial position is sound, with funds 
of $1782.12 in its operating account plus $2000.00 
on term deposit. However, of total funds of $3782.12, 
it should be noted that interest income of $1060.30 
has been taken up as a consequence of the investment 
of the grant of $15000.00 for restoration of the 
Oatley-Como Walkway Railway Bank. Additionally, 
funds include the $1000.00 bequest from the estate of 
the late Beatrice Goldstein to be used for the re-
printing of the Oatley Park Plant List. 
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Meetings are held at the Uniting Church Hall, Frederick Street 

(near the corner of Letitia Street), Oatley. 
Please make yourself known as you come in. 

It is intended that meetings commence promptly at 7.45 pm. 
Visitors and children are welcome to attend all meetings and field days. 

COMING EVENTS 
February 3 (Monday). ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. Reports and election of officers. Come 
along and show your support for your Society. This is your chance to comment on the running of OFF 
and perhaps become more involved. Also, come and say hello to everyone after the break. 
The AGM will be followed by a report on Georges River and the local oyster industry. There will also be 
a presentation of members' slides, so bring some of your classic photographs for others to enjoy. 
As usual at this time of year, there will be a get-together and supper after the slides. Please bring a plate 
of food to contribute to the success of the evening. 

Future Dates for your Diary 
February 24th - Talk on the INLAND RIVERS NETWORK. Details in next OFF News. 
March 1st (Saturday) - First Field Day : Walk from Waterfall to Heathcote. 
March 2nd (Sunday) - Clean Up Australia Day/ World Wetlands Day. OFF members will be spending 
a few hours cleaning up a local wetland area. 

FLORA AND FAUNA IN OATLEY PARK 
From Harry Whaite 
As most locals know, improvements have been 
made to the swimming pool area of Oatley Park by 
the erection of seven shelters along the foreshore 
as well as by the provision of firewood at some 
barbecues elsewhere. But our members are 
probably more interested in any changes involving 
the flora and fauna. 
We have not seen a goanna for several years, but 
the blue-tongued lizards are increasing in numbers. 
On the other hand, the bearded dragons are still 
rare. We suspect that the disappearance of both 
species was related to the depredation of foxes, but 
the more timid blue-tongues manage to survive by 
hiding in the ground litter. 
Some of you may remember that echidnas were 
once found in the park, often as carcases run over 
by cars. Recently we found a live one on the 
slopes above Lime Kiln Creek, and have had three 
sightings. There appears to be a number of nesting 
places but they could belong to the one animal. 
There have been sightings of a wallaby in the park, 
but we have never seen it. Probably it frequents 
the greener areas on the other side of Lime Kiln 
Creek, such as the golf links, and seldom ventures 
into the park. 
The occurrence of Christmas bells is probably the 
item of most interest. Some older inhabitants of 

Oatley claim that they were once quite common in 
the park. That has not been our experience ! The 
first we saw was in December 1981, about 100 
metres off the 'out' road round the oval. This was 
some time after a wildfire had burnt out about 
seven hectares of bushland. No seed set and no 
further flowers ever appeared at this spot. In 1986, 
1987 and 1996, during November-December, there 
were occurrences at a site only 10 metres from the 
'in' road alongside the oval. In each case, the 
inflorescence was picked before it could set seed, 
thus preventing any chance of reproduction of this 
locally rare plant with its clusters of beautiful red 
and yellow flowers. 

OGILVY STREET SUBDIVISION REFUSED 
Peakhurst West Residents Association has written 
the Society a letter expressing thanks for the 
support of our members in opposing the unsuitable 
subdivision application at 81-83 Ogilvy Street, 
Peakhurst {OFF News, 96/11). Hurstville City 
Council refused the application for six reasons, one 
of which was that "future development of the site 
would result in the loss of numerous native 
substantial trees to the rear of the site." 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
Society fees are now due. They are $12 per 
household. Pay at meeting or by post. 

Hon. Secretary : Robin Dickson, P.O. Box 52, Mortdale. 2223. 9580.5663 
Hon. Editor: Alan Fairley, P.O. Box 148, Oatley. 2223. 9570.8332 
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Congratulations to those elected to positions on the 
OFF Committee at the recent A.G.M. All the office-
bearers from 1996 were re-elected 

At the A.G.M. our Secretary, Robin Dickson, reported 
on the activities of the Society during the past year. 
Highlights of her report were : 
° The increase in the number of letters being sent 

because of the increase in important matters 
requiring attention. 

o Sydney's second airport and the move to place it at 
Holsworthy was the major issue of the year, 
requiring copious correspondence and meetings. 

° Comment was made on two draft 
Telecommunications Codes. 

o Positive relationships with Hurstville and Kogarah 
Councils, including bushland regeneration 
funding, Tree Working Party meetings, 
Riverwood's Wetlands and Lime Kiln Bay 
Wetlands Forums. 

o Submissions to NPWS on Dharawal State 
Recreation Area. 

° Opposition to removal of native street trees. 
® Completion of bush regeneration work on Oatley-

Como Walkway and the successful application for 
a new grant to restore Poulton Park wetlands and 
catchment. 

° Working with local residents' groups to prevent 
over-development of our area and with Hurstville 
Council's Planning Officers to have an input into 
the new Development Code. 

o Display and stall at Lugarno Lions Festival. 
Q Supply of information to school and college 

students about our local environment. 
® The successful Annual Dinner. 
® The good attendance for Clean-up Australia Day. 
@ The decision to up-grade and re-print the Oatley 

Park Native Plant booklet. 
° The sad loss of OFF members Ida Carder, Milo 

Dunphy, Beatrice Goldstein and Rita Sainty. 
o The wonderful speakers, great days out, excellent 

slides and enjoyable friendships. 

Price 10 cents 

1997 - TREE GIVEAWAY - HURSTVILLE 
As it did last year, Hurstville City Council will give 
away two free native trees to each City resident who 
presents a current rate notice. All plants have been 
grown from seed collected from existing native flora 
in the area. This is an attempt to preserve the 
indigenous flora and the genetic integrity of 
Hurstville. 
The tree giveaway will be held as follows from 
9.00am to 4.00pm : 
Sunday, 13 April at Gannons Park (Isaac Street side). 
Sunday, 20 April at Olds Park. 
Sunday, 27 April at Hurstville Oval Reserve. 

We commend Hurstville Council for this programme, 
especially its policy of collecting local native seed for 
propagation and for trying to educate residents to 
plant not only native trees but also the right native 
tree for the situation. The Council has produced an 
excellent brochure on Trees for Hurstville and is 
currently producing a follow-up brochure 
recommending suitable shrubs and trees for clay areas 
of Hurstville City. OFF has had an input into this 
brochure. 

Last year 4,600 trees were given away, 2,200 to 
residents, and the rest to schools or planted in 
Heritage Park. 

M U L G A R O A D D E V E L O P M E N T - UPDATE 
Oatley Residents Association has advised that the 
developer's appeal against Hurstville Council's refusal 
of the application to build 54 home units in Mulga 
Road was dismissed by the Land and Environment 
Court. 
Problems identified by the Court were the 
inappropriate location, noise, vehicular access, 
privacy, floor space and poor design. There were 269 
submissions to the Court (no doubt, many from OFF 
members). The developer may still submit a new 
proposal to Council. 



O.F.F. NEWS -2- February/March 1997 
Meetings are held at the Uniting Church Hall, Frederick Street 

(near the corner of Letitia Street), Oatley. 
Please make yourself known as you come in. 

ft is intended that meetings commence promptly at 7.45 pm. 
Visitors and children are welcome to attend all meetings and field days. 

COMING EVENTS 
February 24th (Monday) - Talk on the INLAND RIVERS NETWORK. The IRN is a network of 
environmental organisations concerned with the state of the inland rivers. Its interests include the 
protection of Macquarie Marshes, flow regimes of the Murray-Darling system, pollution, blue-green algae 
outbreaks and the conservation of natural ecosystems along our river systems. It has two network co-
ordinators, Cath Webb and Sally Hunt, who have wide experience in issues of water resources and other 
environmental matters. 

March 1 (Saturday). FIELD DAY. Walk in Royal National Park from Heathcote to Waterfall, via 
Karloo Pool and Uloola Falls. Lunch at the Falls with a short side trip to Aboriginal rock engravings. A 
walk of about 12 km. The tracks are well-defined, although eroded in places. Some steepish descents and 
ascents into and out of Kangaroo Creek and Uloola Brook. Bring lunch and drinking water. Leader : 
Janet Austin, telephone 9579 2375. Meet on the 8.50 am train from Oatley (second carriage from back) 
or at Bush Fire Brigade Headquarters on the Park side of Heathcote Station at 9.10 am. 

March 2 (Sunday). CLEAN-UP AUSTRALIA DAY/ WORLD WETLANDS DAY. OFF's 
contribution will be to help clean up Oatley Point Reserve. Meet at Algernon Street entrance (near the 
children's playground) at 9.30am. Bring : gloves, hat, a drink or two and suncream. Please inform Robin 
Dickson on 9580 5663 or at the next meeting if you will be attending so that sufficient collection bags 
can be organised. We hope to have as many people as possible to help - give something back to our 
community in a good practical way. 

March 24 (Monday). A big evening, with the well-known conservationist John Sinclair (of Fraser Island 
fame) coming to talk to us about Australia's world heritage. 
SOCIETY NEWS 
° OFF has been a participant in successfully 

obtaining a grant of $20,400 to help restore 
the estuary and Oatley Bay Creek at Poulton 
Park. Along with Kogarah Council, OFF will 
promote public awareness of the project 
through OFF News, participate in some 
information mornings and help co-ordinate 
workshops involving the community and local 
schools. A Volunteer Bush Regeneration 
Group will be working in the area, Blakehurst 
High School will be water testing and 
Connells Point Primary School will be 
helping in the revegetation. For further 
information, contact Sue Nolan (Technical 
Assistant) at Kogarah Council on 9546 2533. 

° OFF was involved in WETLAND 
AWARENESS WEEK in late January, 
organised by Kogarah Council in conjunction 
with Coast Care. We contributed to a display 

at Kogarah Civic Centre and Alan Fairley led 
two hour-long bushwalks identifying native 
plants and discussing the role of wetlands and 
mangroves. It is obvious that local people are 
interested in their bushland and that attitudes 
have changed markedly from the days when 
mangroves were just perceived as "smelly 
swamps". 50 people attended the first walk 
and 40 the second walk, and there were more 
who wanted to attend, but numbers were 
restricted. 

° The Programme of Activities for 1997 
should be available at the meeting of February 
24. All people joining or renewing 
membership will receive a programme 
Membership fees are $12 per household. You 
may renew directly at the meeting OR send a 
cheque to : Hon Treasurer, P.O. Box 52, 
Mortdale. 2223. 

Hon. Secretary : Robin Dickson, P.O. Box 52, Mortdale. 2223. 9580.5663 
Hon. Editor: Alan Fairley, P.O. Box 148, Oatley. 2223. 9570.8332 
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SOLUTIONS TO POLLUTION 
With Australia's Clean-up Day still fresh in our minds, 
it is a good time to remind ourselves of some of the 
practical, everyday things we can do to improve our 
environment. Start by reducing your own household 
rubbish. Household rubbish has a double impact on 
our environment. First, it represents a massive waste 
of our natural resources, and second, it uses up our 
precious land as rubbish tips. 
Recycling of paper, cans, glass and plastic bottles is a 
good start but is not enough. We must reverse the 
waste cycle, and think about what we buy and how we 
buy it. If possible avoid disposable products and 
choose things with less packaging. Refuse to take 
plastic bags from the shop. If something is already 
packaged it doesn't need a plastic bag. Take your own 
bag to the supermarket or fruit shop, or ask for a 
cardboard box which can later be recycled. 
As conservationists we should : 
o Buy fruit and veg loose instead of pre-packed in 

plastic; 
° Buy recycled writing and photocopying paper; 
° Put a notice on your letter box refusing junk mail; 
o Compost fruit and veg scraps and garden cuttings; 
° Buy in bulk where practical; 
° Use re-fillable packs for detergents, etc; 
o Make sure that no soaps, oils, grease or cleaners 

wash down the storm water drains. 
The NSW Environment Protection Authority (phone 
131 555) has an excellent brochure Solutions to 
Pollution : Everyday Things We Can Do To Improve 

1997 - T R E E GIVEAWAY - HURSTVILLE 
The tree giveaway will be held as follows from 9.00 
am to 4.00 pm : 
° Sunday, 13 April at Gannons Park (Isaac Street 

side). 
° Sunday, 20 April at Olds Park. 
o Sunday, 27 April at Hurstville Oval Reserve. 

Price 10 cents 

ENVIRONMENTAL TRUST GRANTS 
Some recent grants for restoration and rehabilitation : 
° Fish ladder construction at Audley Weir - $77,720 
o Restoration at Towra Lagoon - $24,665 
° Rehabilitation of Upper Hacking River - $ 11,180 

EASTER BILBIES 
If you haven't yet bought all your chocolate Easter 
bunnies and eggs, you might consider an Easter bilby 
from Coles as each purchase contributes to the 
protection of this beautiful yet threatened mammal. 
A letter in the recent Wildlife Australia thanks Coles 
Supermarkets for their generous donation for bilby 
research. It states "that 560,000 has been allocated to 
projects and research ensuring a better opportunity 
for bilby survival. Money raised from sales of 
chocolate Easter bilbies is an excellent way for the 
public to support endangered species research. " 

SYDNEY'S SECOND AIRPORT 
A Forum on Airport Solutions For Sydney will be held 
on Saturday, 3 May, from 9.00 am to 6.00 pm at 
Petersham Town Hall, 107 Crystal Street. Details will 
be on the notice board at the next meeting. For 
further information, phone 9241 2702. 

NEWSPAPER CUTTINGS 
Harry Whaite keeps a record of conservation issues by 
cutting out reports from the newspapers. Some 
concerns in recent weeks have been : opposition to the 
Hinchinbrook Resort in North Queensland; the M5 
Tunnel threat to Rockdale wetlands; Sydney harbour 
pollution; the oyster industry crisis; the plan to recycle 
nuclear waste at Lucas Heights; public transport vs. 
cars and motorways; the threat to the world's oceans; 
deforestation of Kalimantan and the effects on the 
indigenous Dayaks. 
Obviously, there are still plenty of environmental 
issues - both local and international - which should 
concern us. 



O.F.F. NEWS -2- March/April 1997 
Meetings are held at the Uniting Church Hall, Frederick Street 

(near the corner of Letitia Street), Oatley. 
Please make yourself known as you come in. 

It is intended that meetings commence promptly at 7.45 pm. 
Visitors and children are welcome to attend all meetings and field days. 

COMING EVENTS 
March 22 (Saturday). FIELD DAY. Lithgow Historical Walk. The walk will include Eskbank 
House, Blast Furnace Site, Eskbank Railway Station, Main Street, Pottery Estate, Hoskins Presbyterian 
Church and Union Theatre. The train departs Country Platform, Central at 8.09 am, arriving at Lithgow 
at 10.55 am. Depart Lithgow 3.19 pm or 4.13 pm, arriving Central at 6.18 pm or 7.06 pm. Meet in the 
second carriage. Bring lunch and water. If you are driving, meet the train at Lithgow Station, on northern 
side (Coach Point). The walk is about 9 kilometres. Return fare (off-peak, without concession) - Oatley 
to Lithgow is about $17.00, with Senior Card it is $2.00. 
Walk leader : John Walters, telephone 9534 1096. 
Please note : this field day is BEFORE the next meeting. 

March 24 (Monday). A special evening with JOHN SINCLAIR (of Fraser Island fame) who will 
talk to us about Australia's World Heritage. John is one of Australia's leading environmentalists, an 
expert on World Heritage Areas and a tour leader of Go Bush Safaris. His autobiography has been 
published as Fighting for Fraser Island. He is a former Australian of the Year, and in 1993 won the 
prestigious Goldman Environmental Prize for his conservation work. This will be a memorable night -
don't miss it and bring along a friend. 

April 28 (Monday). A speaker from the Australian Museum on the subject of SPIDERS. 

SOCIETY NEWS 
* Sally Hunt's talk at last meeting on the Inland 
Water Network and problems facing the Darling-
Murray system attracted 82 members and guests. 
She presented a depressing litany of problems facing 
our rivers and outlined what was needed to remedy 
the situation. "We need more imaginative 
management strategies which will maintain 
ecosystem health and allow economic activity to 
continue", she said. 
These management strategies included the seasonal 
release of water from dams to replicate natural 
flows; the control of irrigation intake; more money 
and positive policies from Government; and water to 
be priced at its true value. 

* Field Day Report Walk on March 1st. 
Fourteen hardy souls left Heathcote Station in fine 
spirits for Karloo Pool and from there on to Uloola 
Falls. However as the tree cover thinned and the 
temperature soared, enthusiasm slowly diminished 
until eventually all hikers trudged along the return 
fire trail to Waterfall with admirable stoicism. 
This was a most significant walk for our leader. 

Janet Austin (nee Cridland) because of the part her 
grandfather, Frank Cridland, played in naming the 
falls Uloola. Thus a highlight of our most welcome 
lunch at the falls was the communal reading of 
Henry Kendall's poignant poem The Last of his 
Tribe, with its reference to Uloola. 
The falls were full of water and flowing 
spectacularly. We found two sets of rock carvings 
and the flora was delightful. Several species of 
banksia and wattle were flowering abundantly and 
there were lambertia, grevillea, crowea, epacris and 
patersonia. But the major highlight was the 
profusion of Christmas bells around the Uloola area. 
The 14 hikers both endured and enjoyed the hike 
because of Janet's thorough reconnaissance and 
because we all wore strong shoes, had shady hats , 
carried ample fluid and rested frequently. 
Thank you Janet and Graham. 

* There were 15 volunteers at OFF's Clean-up Day 
at Oatley Point Reserve. The margins of both 
parking areas were very messy, mainly with plastics, 
but it was pleasing to find the central park area and 
the foreshores with little rubbish. 

Hon. Secretary : Robin Dickson, P.O. Box 52, Mortdale. 2223. 9580.5663 
Hon. Editor: Alan Fairley, P.O. Box 148, Oatley. 2223. 9570.8332 
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DEATH OF ALLEN STROM 
The conservation movement was saddened to hear of the 
recent death of Allen Strom AM. Many OFF members, 
including Harry Whaite and Alan Fairley, knew Allen 
personally and others had heard of him as a pioneer of 
conservation in this State. 
Allen was the Australian Museum's first Education Officer 
(1946); he and friends started the Caloola Club (a 
bushwalking group); he was one of the founders of the 
Nature Conservation Council (1955. As NSW Chief 
Guardian of Fauna (1958-67), he battled to establish 
wildlife reserves against government and bureaucratic 
disinterest. After 1967 he was Adviser in Conservation to 
the Education Department and did a lot of work on 
environmental education in NSW schools. He was a 
Bouddi Natural Park trustee and lived with his wife in 
their house above Bouddi at Killcare. 
Harry Whaite's first memory of Allen was in the late 
1940s when members of the Caloola Club were climbing 
up Feathertop from Harrietville. Harry was on his way 
down. Allen assisted Alan Fairley with information for 
one of his early books, Along The Track (1974), for 
which he wrote the Preface (see below). Allen Strom was 
also guest speaker at an OFF Annual Dinner in December 
1977 (how many members can remember that?). 
The Society members offer Beryl, his wife, our deepest 
sympathies. 
Some words of Allen Strom, written in 1973 as a Preface 
to Alan Fairley's book, still have relevance today: 
"I quickly learned that wilderness was a delicate thing 
and that my enjoyment oj' it arose entirely from my 
understanding, my affinity with it. I too, like Dunphy, 
was quickly labelled as selfish because I would brook no 
interference with the wilderness, no roads to provide 
access for the indolent to speed across in cars. 
When I am loo old to walk, J will hang up my boots so 
that the young may feel the breath of wilderness, 
loneliness and companionship of nature operating in her 
own special way. 
Over the years I have learned a great deal about how 
nature works and I have been able to apply this 
knowledge to an understanding of how man must manage 
the resources of nature in order to live with dignity. 
There is little that man must have that does not come 
from nature and it is in his foolish conflicts with nature 
that he causes himself so much strife and care. 

A & FAUNA 
SOCIETY INC 

Price 10 cents 

TREE PRESERVATION 
The latest meeting of Hurstville Council's Tree 
Preservation Order Working Party was held on March 
18th. It consisted of five Council officers, six local 
residents and OFF members (Alan Fairley, Graham Quint, 
Sharyn Cullis, Loretta Brown, Andrew Stewart, Nicole 
Hawick) and was chaired by Councillor Philip Sansom. 
The group has achieved some positive outcomes regarding 
the contentious issue of native tree destruction on 
development sites. For example, it was agreed 
"that a procedure be put in place to ensure that all 
Development and Building Application sites are inspected 
prior to approval and that where tree removal is requested, 
all such applications be referred to the Tree Preservation 
Officers for assessment." 
"that Tree Preservation Order approval be included on 
Development and Building Application forms/checklists 
to ensure assessments have been carried out where 
necessary." 
"that approval forms for development applications 
incorporate an assessment of affected street tree, allowing 
proper consideration of their worth within the 
streetscape." 
"that Hurstville Council's booklet Building and 
Renovating in the City of Hurstville be amended to 
include more information on the Tree Preservation Order 
and preservation of indigenous flora, fauna, habitat and 
landscape." 
"that where replacement trees are required, they be 
indigenous and super-advanced where possible." 
Council's actions in the matter of tree removal are limited 
by the legislation. When legal action is taken against 
illegal tree removal, ridiculously small penalties are 
usually imposed by the courts or the conviction is 
overturned by appeal. It is obvious that many magistrates 
are out of touch with the strong feelings many local 
residents have against these environmental vandals. 
GOOD HABITS 
Waste minimisation habits include : 
o buying products in minimal packaging 
o recycling all plastic and glass containers 
° composting grass clippings, garden refuse and food 

scraps 
o conserving energy by turning off fans and lights when 

not in use 
o saying "no" to plastic bags at supermarkets 



O.F.F. NEWS -2- April/May 1997 
Meetings are held at the Uniting Church Hall, Frederick Street 

(near the corner of Letitia Street), Oatley. 
Please make yourself known as you come in. 

It is intended that meetings commence promptly at 7.45 pm. 
Visitors and children are welcome to attend all meetings and field days. 

COM1WG EVENTS 
April 26 (Saturday). FIELD DAY. Sydney Harbour Foreshore Walk. The walk commences at Zoo 
(Athol) Wharf and continues to Clifton Gardens via Bradleys Head and Taylor Bay, returning to the Zoo 
Wharf via Morella Road and Parkinsons Walk. From here the walk continues past Whiting Beach and 
around Sirius Cove to Mosman Wharf. Meet at Mortdale Station to catch the 7.59am train to Town Hall 
Station. Change into train to Circular Quay where the Zoo ferry is scheduled to depart from No. 4 wharf 
at 8.45am. It is expected to complete the walk in time to catch either the 2.50pm or 3.20pm ferry from 
Mosman Wharf to the Quay. The walk is not difficult. Bring lunch and a hat. Walk leader : John Blake, 
telephone 9 570 5147. 
Please note : this field day is BEFORE the next meeting. 

April 28 (Monday). Continuing our interest in all creatures great and small, lovable and unlovable, we 
are pleased to present a talk by Mike Grey, Arachnologist at the Australian Museum, entitled Adventures 
with Spiders. 

May 26 (Monday). A talk on the conservation of the GREEN SEA TURTLE by Joanne Lawry. 

SOCIETY NEWS 
* John Sinclair attracted 94 people to the last 
Society meeting for his illustrated talk on Fraser 
Island and the importance of World Heritage. We 
were treated to some beautiful slides and a detailed 
account of the island's history and landforms. 

* Field Day Report : Lithgow Walk on March 
22nd. This most interesting walk around part of 
Lithgow was enjoyed by 31 members and visitors 
under the leadership of John and Bev Walters. The 
majority travelled by train from Central, meeting up 
with others who had travelled by car at 1 lam. Much 
interest was shown in the historical buildings 
(Trades Hall Building c. 1910 and the former Co-op 
Store Buildings c. 1906) on our way to Eskbank 
House, the gem of them all , having been built in 
1842 of local sandstone in the Georgian style. 
Lunch was taken there in the grounds after 
inspecting its well-stocked museum. 
Blast Furnace Park, with the remains of the Davy 
Engine House and other ruins took our minds back 
to another era. The MUIOOF Hall, built in 1921 as 
a meeting hall and bought by the Trades Hall and 
used as a picture theatre for some time, is currently 
being restored. Its delightful lighting and red cedar 
ceiling were admired bv all. 

A noticeable feature of Lithgow from an 
environmental perspective is the transformation 
of the hills with wonderful tree cover after 
massive loss during the early industrial period. 
Also interesting is the Lake Pillans Wetland 
project. 
On our way back to the railway station and the 
conclusion of a great day, the Hoskins Memorial 
Church was inspected; it was built in 1928 in the 
Gothic style of sandstone with a slate and open 
timber roof and 30 metre spire. A wedding in 
progress at the time prevented most of us from 
viewing its interior. However, we all look 
forward to a return visit to Lithgow in the future 
when John and Bev will show us some more of 
this lovely city. John Blake. 

ITEMS FROM THE NEWS DESK 
• Feral cats continue to threaten Wandering 
Albatross on Macquarie Island despite 
eradication programs. Last winter over 260 cats 
were removed and only 10 pairs of albatross were 
left to breed on the island. 
• In an attempt to reduce pollution in Sydney 
Harbour, the NSW Government will spend up to 
$400 million to duplicate the main sewer line 
from Parramatta to North Head treatment works. 

Hon. Secretary : Robin Dickson, P.O. Box 52, Mortdale. 2223. 9580.5663 
Hon. Editor: Alan Fairley, P.O. Box 148, Oatley. 2223. 9570.8332 
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WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY 
Sunday, 1st June 1997 
Why not join in one of the many activities being 
planned for this important day?? Two which sound 
very interesting are at Kurnell and Mount Annan 
Botanic Gardens. 

World Environment Day Excursion to inspect 
Sand Mining on Kurnell Peninsula. Organised by 
Australian Conservation Foundation. 
Sand mining on the dunes of Kurnell Peninsula, and 
the use of the resultant excavations for land fill tips, 
is destroying the local dune and wetland ecosystems. 
Find out exactly what is happening in this important 
part of Sydney's coastal environment. Stay on for a 
World Environment Day picnic lunch (BYO) at the 
nearby Captain Cook Landing Place. Cost $5.00, 
children free. Contact Jon Gray on 9671 5689. 

Mount Annan Celebrates World Environment 
Day with activities, entertainment and 
information. 
Last year's activities on this special day attracted 
more than 6000 people. There will be stalls, music, 
demonstrations, children's activities and 
entertainment around the theme of 'Reduce, Re-use, 
Recycle'. Also guided walks around the native 
gardens and a delicious food fair. For further 
information, contact liana Kaplin on 9231 8111. 

ST. GEORGE EARTH WORKS 
OFF Conservation Society, in co-operation with 
Peakhurst-Mortdale Guides, invites you to attend a 
free workshop to demonstrate LIVING W I T H 
WASTE. Topics covered will include : Simple 
methods of waste reduction; Worm farming; 
Composting techniques. 
When? Saturday, 26 July from 1.00pm to 4.00pm. 
Where? Guide Hall, Beatty Street, Mortdale. 
Bookings. Lesley Winters on 9153 7766. 

GEORGES RIVER CRISIS SEMINAR and 
RIVER KEEPERS PROGRAM 
A special Georges River Crisis Seminar was called 
on Saturday, 3rd May by the Georges River 
Combined Councils' Committee. The auditorium of 
Hurstville. Civic Centre was filled with councillors, 
academics, public servants and interested 
community members. OFF was represented by 
Sharyn Cullis and Alan Fairley; Shaiyn presented a 
paper on the role of the community. 

The main purpose of the meeting was a launch of the 
River Keepers idea by lan Kieman AO, Chairman of 
Clean-up Australia. This followed a depressing 
outline of the state of the river from Bernie Clark, 
Chicka Derwent and Bob Wilson (former Water 
Board Chairman and speaker at an OFF meeting). 

The River Keepers Program is modelled on the 
successful Earthworks program run by the NSW 
Environment Protection Authority. The program 
will consist of a training course in river science and 
environmental management of the river catchment. 
This course will take place over several weekends. 
There will be co-ordination of the work of the 
volunteers 3. 24 hour hotline End sn snnunl Eudit of 
the work of the river managers. 

All graduates from the course will call themselves 
River Keepers and will receive a River Keeper 
identification badge and stickers for cars and boats. 
All will be expected to perform at least 40 hours 
educational and outreach work in the community, as 
well as reporting on the state of their local creeks 
and drains. A River Keeper will report pollution to a 
co-ordinator either by phone or by written report. 

If you would like to volunteer to become a River 
Keeper, there is an application form to be completed. 
This form will be available at the next OFF meeting, 
with additional details about the Program. 



O.F.F. NEWS . -2- ..May/June 1997 
Meetings are held at the Uniting Church Hall, Frederick Street 

(near the corner of Letitia Street), Oatley. 
Please make yourself known as you come in. 

It is intended that meetings commence promptly at 7.45 pm. 
Visitors and children are welcome to attend all meetings and field days. 

COM1W6 EVENTS 
May 26 (Monday). Joanne Lawry, OFF member and marine biology student will talk about her 
experiences in researching and conserving the Green Sea Turtle. 

May 31 (Saturday). FIELD DAY. ROYAL NATIONAL PARK. Walk to Winifred Falls and Anise 
Falls. Distance about 7 km. Meet at 10 am at the Winifred Falls car park. To reach the car park, drive 2.2 
km beyond the Hacking River at Audley and turn left into Warrumbul Road. (There is a sign "A.Y.D. 
Conference Centre"). The car park is about 300 metres up this road. There will be a car shuffle, with 
some cars left al the end of ihe track on Bundeena /Maianbar Road. Bring lunch and drinks. If there is 
no-one collecting park entry fees at the gate, call in at the Visitor Centre and pay as cars without entry 
tickets are booked by patrolling rangers. Leader and contact: John Winters , phone 9153 7766. 

June 23 (Monday). Keith Egan will talk about the Little Terns of Botany Bay 

ANNUAL DINNER 
Friday, 18th July 

It's that time of the year again!! All OFF members 
and friends are invited to our Annual Dinner for 
1997 to be held this year in the Waterview Room at 
Kyle Bay Bowling Club. Arrive 7.00pm for dinner at 
7.30pm. Cost is $20.00 per head. 
Please pay at the May or June meeting. Val Boyan 
will have a desk outside the meeting hall. She will 
also have a menu if you want to know what you are 
paying for. 

SOCIETY NEWS 
* Field Day Report : 26th April 1997. 
Forty of our members spent a delightful autumn day 
on Saturday, 26 April walking from the Zoo (Athol) 
Wharf around Bradleys Head to Clifton Gardens and 
then completing the circuit to our starting point via 
Parkinsons Walk. A few had to return to the City 
from the Zoo Wharf due to other engagements but 
the majority pressed on to Mosman wharf passing by 
Whiting Beach and surrounding Sirius Cove on the 
way. The harbour was a picture bathed in the 
sunlight, and several viewpoints were used to 
advantage by our keen photographers. 
Along the first part of the track, pittosporum trees 
are in abundance and it was of interest to note that in 
spots that had a westerly aspect how the native 

plants flourish and the exotics die back in the 
warmth and sunlight. There are also many eucalypts 
affected by the mysterious die-back disease. Just 
prior to reaching Bradleys Head, the track passes 
through a beautiful stand of angophoras and in the 
vicinity of the old wharf used in the construction of 
the fortifications last century are numerous coral and 
brush box trees. 
As we rounded Taylor Bay, we passed through a 
miniature rainforest before reaching our lunch spot 
at Clifton Gardens. Part of the track is currently 
being upgraded by a private contractor but there is a 
considerable amount of lantana, fishbone fern and 
asparagus fern that should be removed. 
In the afternoon as we neared Mosman Wharf, it was 
disappointing to see the results of bad building 
regulations of some years back, with huge home 
units now blocking views and throwing shade on 
surrounding houses. 
The historical and architectural aspects of our 
harbour, including the remains of a Sydney Ferries 
Ltd wharf, the 19th century sandstone fortifications, 
an old restored pavilion and summer houses, the 
house where Radio Station 2GB was established, the 
sites of the Greycliffe and Rodney disasters and the 
plaques setting out information on the warships 
bearing the name HMAS Sydney contributed an 
extra dimension to our environmental interests. 
John Blake - Field Officer. 

Hon. Secretary : Robin Dickson, P.O. Box 52, Mortdale. 2223. 9580.5663 
Hon. Editor: Alan Fairley, P.O. Box 148, Oatley. 2223. 9570.8332 



ublished by 

©ATXEY FLORA & FAUNA 
CONSERVATION SOCIETY INC 

June/July 1997 Price 10 cents 

SOCIETY N E W S 
<¥> Field Day Report: 31st May 1997. 
Thirty four members spent the last day of autumn 
walking in the Royal National Park from Winifred Falls 
car park on the Warumbul road right through to the 
township of Maianbar . The walk started with a visit to 
some of the nearby Aboriginal carvings which were 
known to one of our members, Mamie Clarke. Although 
the carvings were in the opposite direction to the falls, 
we willingly walked the extra distance to see the scene 
of hunting kangaroos that Mamie had described. The 
description was so real that one of our members almost 
finished up being speared with Mamie's trusty walking 
staff as she showed us the actions illustrated by the 
carvings. Thank you, Mamie, for showing us this little-
known spot. 
Then up to the car park for the start of the advertised 
walk by which time some people wanted to stop for 
morning tea. The leader being firm said, "Not until 
you've reached the falls" so the rush to the falls and 
morning tea began. The falls had lots of water and 
looked great. Also, because we were in the valley, there 
was virtually no wind and lots of sunshine. The green of 
the bush which had recovered from the '94 bushfires 
presented a charming background for the eats. 
The walk to Anice Falls starts about 300 metres up the 
creek with quite a steep climb up the ridge. The track 
then flattens out and continues through angophoras and 
fairly rich vegetation until the valley of Anice falls is 
encountered. To get a good view of the falls one needs 
to walk to a promontory to the left. 
Lunch was had at the falls with the normal amount of 
banter from the OFF group. Of particular interest was 
the presence of five baby yabbies together with their 
large red mother. 
The walk away from the creek is pleasant and the track 
leads to open heath plateau countiy which although wet 
underfoot is easy walking. One observation was a 
Christmas Bell still in bloom - who says you can't have 
Christmas in May? 
A car shuffle at the end back to Winifred Falls car park 
completed a very enjoyable 9 km walk. 
John Winters - Trip Leader 

CHINESE COMMUNITY TO OATLEY PARK 
An interesting and valuable initiative was recently taken 
by the National Parks Association when they organised 
an inspection and bush walk of Oatley Park by members 
of the Australian Chinese Community Association. 
More than 100 people attended and in small groups led 
by NPA members and accompanied by an interpreter 
they set out for a walk on which features of the bush 
were pointed out. The idea was to educate and to 
convince all on the walk that the Australian environment 
is unique and is worth caring about. 

SHACKS IN ROYAL NATIONAL PARK 
The issue of what to do with the shacks in die Royal 
National Park (at Bonnie Vale, South Era, Bulgo, 
Burning Palms and Little Garie) continues to toil . The 
two extremes of the debate are that the shacks are part of 
the cultural heritage and should be preserved, or that they 
have no place in a national park as they give concessions 
to a minority and they should be removed. 

The NPWS has compromised in its policy decision. It 
has decided to remove the shacks from Bonnie Vale but 
proposes to give most shack occupiers a hereditary right 
at Bulgo and South Era. Shacks at Burning Palms and 
Little Garie will eventually be removed, but current 
occupiers have a lifetime use. This decision has been 
criticised by the Colong Committee which, in its recent 
newsletter, has argued that " it is wrong for the Service to 
give these rights, as the original shack owners were 
squatters, and the current occupiers continue to damage 
the park's natural values." 

REPORTING OF KOALA SIGHTINGS 
A research team from University of Sydney Macarthur 
are asking walkers in southern Sydney to keep an eye out 
for koalas and to report them if seen. Koalas are in low 
densities and usually occur as individuals so are very 
hard to locate in the bush. Spotting efforts have been 
concentrated in the Holsworthy area, but sightings have 
been made from Lucas Heights, Engadine, Woronora 
Dam and Royal National Park. The number to report a 
sighting is (02) 9962 9996. 
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O.F.F. NEWS ' -2- June/July 1997 ' 
Meetings are held at the Uniting Church Hall, Frederick Street 

(near the corner of Letitia Street), Oatley. 
Please make yourself known as you come in. 

It is intended that meetings commence promptly at 7.45 pm. 
Visitors and children are welcome to attend all meetings and field days. 

COM1WG EVENTS 
June 23 (Monday). Keith Egan, amateur ornithologist and volunteer worker with the National Parks and 
Wildlife Service, will speak about his experiences in helping to conserve the LITTLE TERN IN 
BOTANY BAY, and the importance of protecting the habitat of wetlands and mangroves in the Bay. 

June 28 (Saturday). FIELD DAY. DHARUG AND YENGO NATIONAL PARKS . Drive to 
Wisemans Ferry via Dural (about 1% hours). Go down past the hotel and cross the Hawkesbury River by 
punt, then turn left. Continue on for 500 metres to a "Settlers Road" sign post and a limited parking area. 
Meet here for the start of the walk at 10.00am. The walk is 13 km and the grade is easy/medium. Ascent 
is about 230 metres along the very scenic convict-built Old North Road. Leader and contact : John Blake, 
9570 4796. 

July 18 (Friday evening). ANNUAL DINNER. See the notice below. 

ANNUAL DINNER 
Friday, 18th July 

Have you booked for the Dinner yet? All OFF 
members and friends are invited to our Annual 
Dinner for 1997 to be held this year in the 
Waterview Room at Kyle Bay Bowling Club. Arrive 
7.00pm for dinner at 7.30pm. Cost is $20.00 per 
head. 
Please pay at the June meeting. Val Boy an will have 
a desk outside the meeting hall. She will also have a 
menu if you want to know what you are paying for. 

Message from Sharyn Cullis 
All those members who put their names down to 
go on an inspection of Holsworthy Range are 
advised that trips have been suspended for June. 
The names have been given to the consultants 
Rust PPK who will organise another inspection 
tour, perhaps in July. 
Illawarra Rainforest Excursion 
Bankstown Community College is organising an 
inspection and identification day to the rainforest 
of the Illawarra Scarp. It will be led by the very 
knowledgable David Waterhouse (who has been a 
speaker at an OFF meeting). Cost for the day is 
$45.00. If interested, ring Sue at the College on 
9792 2688 (9 am - 5 pm weekdays). 
EARTHWORKS DISPLAY 
You are invited to attend a FREE workshop to 
demonstrate LIVING WITH WASTE. Topics covered 
will include simple methods of waste reduction, worm 

farming and compost techniques. 
When? Saturday, 26th July, 1.00pm to 4.00pm. 
Where? Guide Hall, Beatty Street. Mortdale. 
Registration. Lesley Winters on 9153 7766. 

NATURE FILMS REQUESTED 
The Society has had a request from Nature Network , a 
cable TV channel, part of Optus Vision, dedicated to 
the world of nature and outdoor adventure. They are 
interested in obtaining any "high quality film or video 
material (16mm, Betacam or 1 inch) that shows 
aspects of Australia" or any short segment on wildlife 
that is unusual or doing something unusual for 
showing on their channel. Further details can be 
obtained from Emma-Jane Dann, Production 
Assistant, on (02) 9418 3699. 
GOLF DRIVING RANGE, MOORE RESERVE 
An outrageous proposal to lease the open grassed area 
of Moore Reserve for a Golf Driving Range has been 
decisively knocked on the head. Local residents 
including OFF member Graham Austin attended a 
Kogarah Council meeting on May 12th at which the 
Council resolved that "the current Plan of 
Management of Moore Reserve defining the area as 
Total Passive is not to be altered and that no further 
attempts be made in the future to change this 
decision." 
COASTCARE GRANT -OATLEY BAY 
Work on this project will soon begin. An Open Day 
is being held by OFF and Kogarah Council to inform 
the public of the plans for the area. SUNDAY, 29th 
JUNE, from 10 am to 2 pm at Poulton Park. Meet at 
the Netball Courts, Corner Morshead Drive and 
Rickard Road. ALL ARE WELCOME. 

Hon. Secretary : Robin Dickson, P.O. Box 52, Mortdale. 2223. 9580.5663 
Hon. Editor: Alan Fairley, P.O. Box 148, Oatley. 2223. 9570.8332 
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KEEPING INFORMED 
As conservationists we should always try to keep up with 
the latest environmental issues not only locally but also 
within and beyond Australia. Sometimes this is difficult 
as the conventional media rarely reports green issues in 
an objective or detailed manner. 
Oatley Flora and Fauna uses some of your membership 
fees to subscribe to a number of environmental 
magazines which report on a wide range of issues both 
national and international. They are available for loan 
from the back desk at meetings and members are 
encouraged to read them. 
Magazines received this month include : 
Wildlife Australia - articles on Central Australia. 
Corroboree Frog. 
Wildlife News - emphasis on threatened species. 
Holsworlhy Military Reserve - a detailed environmental 
report. 
Habitat - Kimberleys. world oceans. Central America. 

KIMBERLEY ADVENTURE by Harry Whaite 
In March, 1976, Olive and I were flying on the first leg of a 
a five-month overseas trip. As we left the Australian 
mainland, I recognised the white dot of the Cape Leveque 
lighthouse and the long white beach to its east. This is 
where William Dampier first sighted our coastline in 
January. 1688, just over a hundred years before Arthur 
Phillip landed at Botany Bay. 

For more than twenty years 1 had hoped to visit this remote 
spot. The opportunity finally came when, despite advancing 
age. we decided to accompany John Sinclair on his GO 
BUSH Kimberley Adventure. This 17-day trip is not for 
the faint-hearted - it involves long travelling distances and 
usually making camp at dusk. But it is worthwhile if you 
enjoy visiting remote gorges, making contact with 
Aboriginal communities and seeing their ability to manage 
the land in a sustainable manner. 

A Field Day Report: Saturday, 28 June 
The thirteen OFF members who journeyed to Wisemans 
Ferry on June 28 after days of miserable weather were 
rewarded with a near-perfect day and a most interesting 
walk through part of the Dharug and Yen go National Parks. 
Morning tea was consumed before commencing the walk, 
the first part of which traversed an 1829 convict-built road 
for about 2 kms up Devines Hill. This road, now not open 
to vehicular traffic, contains spectacular examples of early 
19th century stone retaining walls up to 12 metres in height, 
buttresses and culverts all in very good condition. 
An easy graded track known as Finchs Line was then 
followed generally in a south-easterly direction for several 
kilometres through forest country consisting of yellow and 
red bloodwoods, grey and blue gums and blackbutts to a 
rocky outlook for great views over the Hawkesbuiy River 
valley and Wisemans Ferry. A much appreciated lunch 
break was taken here. 
Returning to the top of Devines Hill, the Shepherds Gully 
Track was then followed for a couple of kilometres along 
the ridgetop through the Yengo National Park for excellent 
views over the Macdonald River Valley to the north and 
west. Stands of hybrid poplars could be seen in the valley. 
The easy downhill return to the cars afforded another 
opportunity for a different perspective of the magnificent 
old road and the Hawkesbuiy River. John Blake. 

Midway through the trip, we flew from Derby to Cape 
Leveque. When the lighthouse was automated, the local 
community took over the residences and other buildings 
and built the Kooljaman Resort. We were housed in open 
cabins facing the sea from which we made selected 
excursions, for example, to learn about local bush tucker 
and/or to catch mud crabs in Cygnet Bay (named after the 
ship which brought 0ampier there in 1688). 

Our flight back to Derby was a roundabout one - we flew 
over the Buccaneer Archipelago which includes Yampi 
Sound, Cockatoo Island (now a tourist resort) and the 
"horizontal waterfalls" of Talbot Bay. Perhaps the 
"lowlight" of our trip (as compared with the "highlights") 
was the pit toilet at the four-mile stockcamp of Leopold 
Downs, but I am certain this is something that our tough 
OFF members would take in their stride. 

I must express disappointment re many of my slides, 
particularly those taken on the flight over Purnululu (the 
Bungle Bungles) and over the Buccaneer Archipelago. 
Small planes are not ideal for photographic purposes. 
Nevertheless, I will have sufficient satisfactory slides for a 
showing to the Society at some future date. 



O.F.F. NEWS -2- July/August 1997 
Meetings are held at the Uniting Church Hall, Frederick Street 

(near the corner of Letitia Street), Oatley. 
Please make yourself known as you come in. 

It is intended that meetings commence promptly at 7.45 pm. 
Visitors and children are welcome to attend all meetings and field clays. 

COMSWG E V E N T S 
July 28 (Monday). Travel writer and OFF member Charmain Williams will tell us about THE 
KINGDOM OF MUSTANG, NORTH NEPAL, with a special reference to the Fred Hollows Hospital. 

July 26 (Saturday). Earthworks display at Mortdale. See below for details. 

July 27 (Sunday). No Holsworthy Airport Action Day. See below for details. 

August 2 (Saturday). FIELD DAY. BLUE MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK, GLENBROOK. 
Jack Evans Track to Erskine Creek. 2.5 km return. Meet first at the Information Centre at Glenbrook 
on Great Western Highway (114 hours from Sydney) by 9.45 am. Then we move into the National Park 
(entry $7.50 per car) 10 kins along a dirt road to Nepean Lookout for morning tea. Then back to the start 
of Jack Evans Track. A medium to hard walk, with a 304 metres (1000 ft) descent to the creek, taking 
about 30 minutes. A fair percentage of steps with some zig-zag flat walking. A luncheon stop on tranquil 
creek. Walking staffs, drinking water and cameras recommended. Leaders: Dorothy and Len Rootes, 
contact phone 9580 7574. 

August 17 (SUNDAY). ADDITIONAL FIELD DAY. Walk through Ku-ring-gai Chase National 
Park, from Sphinx to Bobbin Head and return. A circuit of about 9.5 km taking 3V2 hours plus. An 
easy walk for most of the way, first along a flat fire trail, then down to Bobbin Head, returning along the 
edge of Cowan Creek. The return ascent to the starting point is steep, rising 150 metres over 1.2 km. We 
will be spending time looking at the newly emerged wildflowers, so the walk will be slow. See the 
Sphinx, a set of Aboriginal engravings and the beautiful scenery around Bobbin Head. If you wish, you 
can walk the first half (downhill) and catch the bus back up the hill. Lunch at Bobbin Head (where there 
is a kiosk). Meet at the park entrance, North Turramurra, near the Sphinx at 10 am. Leave your car 
outside the Park . It is possible to get to the meeting point by public transport. You will need to catch a 
bus from Turramurra Station by 9.30 am. The time of the bus departure is not known as there is a new 
timetable being introduced at the end of July. Ring the bus company on 9457 8888 for details. Leader : 
Alan Fairley, contact 9570 8332. 

EARTHWORKS DISPLAY 
You are invited to attend a FREE workshop to 
demonstrate LIVING WITH WASTE. Topics covered 
will include simple methods of waste reduction, worm 
fanning and compost techniques. 
When? Saturday, 26th July, 1.00pm to 4.00pm. 
Where? Guide Hall, Beatty Street. Mortdale. 
Registration. Lesley Winters on 9153 7766. 

NO HOLSWORTHY AIRPORT ACTION DAY 
An action day against the Ho Is worthy site is being co-
ordinated by 7 Local Councils and 11 Community 
groups. Meeting begins at 12 Noon. Hammondville 
Oval, across the road from Holsworthy Railway 

Station. There will be booths, speeches, bands, music 
and children's activities. Go by train and avoid traffic 
and parking problems. Join the St George group at 
Riveivvood Station to catch the 10.49am train (Sunday 
27 July) at Riverwood to arrive at Holsworthy Station. 

POULTON PARK OPEN DAY 
Robin Dickson reports that this day was a great 
success. Between 100 and 125 people attended and 
quite a number of volunteer workers were registered. 
Two new OFF members also joined up. Great interest 
was shown in Ralph Newboult's display of local 
weeds. OFF is now keen to see the regeneration work 
begin in Poulton Park. 

Hon. Secretary : Robin Dickson, P.O. Box 52, Mortdale. 2223. 9580.5663 
Hon. Editor: Alan Fairley, P.O. Box 148, Oatley. 2223. 9570.8332 
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THIS MONTH'S MAIL 
A lot of information - and a lot more rubbish -
comes through our Secretary's mail box each month. 
A number of items may be of interest to OFF 
members in this month's mail. 
Natural Heritage Trust. - Coast and Clean Seas 
Details of the Howard Government's plans to spend 
some of their Telecom money to protect our 
coastline are outlined in a 12 page report. The 
program will spend $125 million over five years 
and "target coastal and marine pollution, threats to 
marine biodiversity and habitat degradation, and 
promote the sustainable use of coastal and marine 
resources". An example of this spending is $8 
million to help protect marine species at risk, such 
as dugong, turtles, seabirds, whales and some fish 
The Natural Heritage Trust will focus on five key 
environmental areas - land management, native 
vegetation and soils, river systems, biodiversity and 
coast and seas. 
E.I.S. - Sydney's Second Airport 
Environment Australia has sent us multiple copies 
of a brochure it has prepared which explains the 
environmental impact process for the Government's 
proposal for a second airport at either Badgerys 
Creek or Holsworthy. Copies of this brochure will 
be available at the next club meeting. 
Consumer boycott against woodchip companies 
The Australian conservation movement's campaign 
to stop woodchipping has gone a stage further with 
the announcement of a boycott of Am cor Ltd 
(Australian Paper) products on account of that 
company's connection with the woodchipping of 
native forests. 
The Amcor campaign is supported by over 26 
national, state and local environment and 
community groups. The campaign will initially 
concentrate on a consumer boycott of Reflex photo-
copy paper, in favour of recycled alternatives. 
Amcor consumes over 1 million cubic metres of 
native forest pulpwood annually. In effect, by 

buying Reflex paper, we are buying our own native 
forest destruction. By choosing to avoid Reflex 
photo-copy paper, you as a consumer are helping to 
stop native forest destruction. 
Attack on Planning Laws 
Peak Environment Groups are concerned about new 
State laws on pollution, planning and native 
vegetation which seem to put developers and 
farmers in the driving seat. The details are too 
complex to report here, but a leaflet sent to the 
Society (and available at the next OFF meeting) is 
described as "one of the most important 
environmental messages you will ever receive". 
All conservationists are urged to read the leaflet and 
write immediately to the Premier and appropriate 
politicians. 

REPORT O.N O.F.F. WALK 
Saturday, August 2nd 1997 
The weather superb; the company great; the scenes 
unsurpassed. 
Nepean Lookout for morning tea and then 16 members 
and friends armed with trusty staffs and back-packs set 
off down the Jack Evans Track (discovered by J.E. in 
1945 during the construction of the Warragamba Dam) to 
the picturesque Erskine Creek. Here we lunched amidst 
scenes of sand, rocks and delightful waters of the creek 
and afterwards walked along the river bank further 
upstream marvelling at all its beauties. 
Despite the haul (slow) back up the track, the area and 
day was rated A1 plus ! 
Four of our members, who didn't walk down to the creek, 
enjoyed their day exploring Machin Crater. Pisgah Rock 
Lookout and near-by scenery. 

Shooting Range, Georges River Catchment 
Georges River Environmental Alliance has instigated 
legal action against Wollondilly Council to try to stop a 
shooting range in a sensitive swamp area of Stokes Creek 
at the headwaters of Georges River. If the Holsworthy 
Airport goes ahead. Stokes Creek will be the only clean 
tributary of the Georges. Donations to a Fighting Fund 
can be sent to : GREA, P.O. Box 1160, Liverpool. 2170 



O.F.F. NEWS -2- August/September 1997 
Meetings are held at the Uniting Church Hall, Frederick Street 

(near the corner of Letitia Street), Oatley. 
Please make yourself known as you come in. 

It is intended that meetings commence promptly at 7.45 pm. 
Visitors and children are welcome to attend all meetings and field days. 

COMING EVENTS 
August 25 (Monday). Julie Spence will talk about the FLYING FOX, its biology, research and 
conservation. Julie is an officer of the Cabramatta Creek Flying Fox Committee, which manages this 
important local flying fox community in conjunction with Fairfield City Council. She is a volunteer 
worker with WIRES and State co-ordinator for insectivorous bats. Julie may have some live bats with 
her at the meeting. 

August 30 (Saturday). FIELD DAY. RHODES and PARRAMATTA RIVER WALK. Walk from 
Railway Station around Brays Bay, Yaralla Bay and Majors Bay. Salt marsh, mangroves and lovely 
views. Return to Rhodes via Mortlake Ferry and Ryde Bridge. An easy walk of about 3V2 hours. See the 
historic Yaralla (the former Dame Eadith Walker Convalescent Hospital) and the Queen Anne style 
Thomas Walker Hospital. Meet 9.30am, at Mcllwaine Park , beside Concord Road. Plenty of parking 
available . The meeting point is only a few minutes walk from Rhodes Station, down Blaxland Road and 
across Concord Road. Leader : Val Boyan, tel. 9533 1013. 

September 22 (Monday). Talk on the Natural Wonders of Argentina. 

SPECIAL NOTICES 
Field Day. LITHGOW. Sat. October 18th 
A follow-up trip to Lithgow has been organised 
following the success of the March trip. It has 
been arranged to visit various sites at Lithgow by 
bus. These sites include the water and sewerage 
plants, Small Arms factory, museum, and more. 
The bus can carry up to 60 people and will cost 
$120. Already 40 people have booked to go on 
this excursion. Additional members and friends 
wishing to go should make a firm booking with 
John Watters at the next OFF meeting. 
Train to Lithgow ex Sydney Central : 8.02 am, 
arr.Lithgow 10.45 am. 

ex Lithgow 3.39 pm, arr. Sydney 6.23 pm. 

Camping Weekend WOMBEYAN CAVES 
November 1st and 2nd 
As there are only 6 on-site vans available at 
Wombeyan Caves, it is suggested that those 
requiring one for the Saturday night should make 
a booking without delay. Ring Wombeyan Caves 
Visitors Centre, Phone 048 435 976. More 
details about the weekend in future News. 

SOCIETY NEWS 
***Earthworks held on 26 July was a wonderful 
success with 27 people attending. Thanks to 
Lesley Winters for her organisation and 
involvement. 
*** OFF, in conjunction with Kogarah Council, 
has applied for another Coastcare Grant to 
continue the upgrading Poulton Park. 
***The Annual Dinner held on 18 July was a 
very pleasant social occasion. Over 50 people 
attended and it was good to talk to members who 
don't often get the chance to attend regular 
meetings. 
***About 30 OFF members attended the rally 
against Holsworthy Airport. 
***The OFF Committee is following up the 
Oatley Park Flazard Reduction Burn, held in the 
park in April. Many members complained about 
the results of the burn. The Fire Brigade Hazard 
Unit informed us that no Burn Plan exists. No 
adequate studies have been done on ideal times 
between burns nor has there been any follow up 
work to assess rehabilitation after burns. We are 
trying to amend this situation. 

Hon. Secretary : Robin Dickson, P.O. Box 52, Mortdale. 2223. 9580.5663 
Hon. Editor: Alan Fairley, P.O. Box 148, Oatley. 2223. 9570.8332 
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VICTORY AT HOLSWORTHY 
The recent announcement that the Holsworthy site 
had been removed from the Federal Government's 
options for an international airport was greeted with 
great joy by all conservationists. The decision was 
the result of the force of the argument that the site 
was totally unsuitable for an airport and of the 
efforts of a lot of people who investigated, 
protested, sent letters and generally stirred up a 
hornet's nest which could not be ignored by the 
Howard Government. 
A number of O F F. members have devoted a lot of 
their time to fighting the airport proposal. In 
particular, Sharvn Cullis has led the way - no doubt 
we have all read her forceful arguments in letters to 
the editors of various newspapers. Over 30 of our 
members attended the protest rally in July and 
although it is now past history Sharyn's report of 
that rally show the great power the community can 
have to change politicians' minds. 

"I'm sure you noticed through both extensive T.V. 
and newspaper coverage that fantastic human 'NO' 
spelt out on Hammondville Oval on the 27th July Lit 
the Holsworthy Action Day. 
There were four helicopters in the air filming and 

photographing it. It felt great to he part of the 
crowd, and it was a fitting culmination of the 
hundreds of hours of work and organisation put in 
hv community volunteers. Press estimates were that 
there were more than 15,000 people present - we 
think more than that, as at. any one time many 
people were actually inside the many tents where 
community groups had organised their displays. 
We also found out that there were people caught in 
traffic, intending to come hut who didn't actually 
arrive. Given the inadequacy of the local roads in 
coping with this crowd, it makes you wonder what 
the scenario would he with an extra HO, 000 vehicles 
a day around the site should the proposed airport 
development occur. 

The trains from Riverwood to Holsworthy on that 
morning were full of people from the Banks!own 
and St George communities travelling to the rally. I 
was impressed by the local f aces I saw on the train 
and at the rally. There were many OPT' members 
present, local councillors from both Hurstville and 
Kogarah, Peter Olah, the Mayor of Hurstville, and 
MPs Marie T'icarra and Robert McClelland. Also 
there were supporters from Lugarno Progress 
Assoc., Hurstville Residents Assoc., Oatley 
Residents Assoc. and South Peakhurst Progress 
J.s.wc." 

BURNING IN OATLEY PARK 

The Fire Brigade has been at it again !! Despite our 
protests at the hazard reduction burn in July, they 
were back in Oatley Park on 22nd August and burnt 
the southern slopes from the entrance gate through 
to the bathes area. This means about 50% of the 
park has been burnt, some of which has been burnt 
only two years previously. How can native plants 
a row; flower, seed and regenerate with such a fire 
regime 99 

OFF committee has written to the Fire Brigade 
strongly protesting about the burning. The points 
we made include : there is no written plan for 
burning in the park, no grid which indicates areas 
previously burnt and no specific purpose or desired 
outcome for each burn; there is no pre-burn 
consultation with Hurstville Council or environment 
groups; there is no study to show the location of 
rare and endangered plants; there is no clear 
understanding by Fire Brigade personnel of 
flowering times, frequency of flowering or location 
of rare species. 
If you have visited the park lately and are upset with 
the burning , write to the NSW Fire Brigade and 
express your disgust. The address is : Mr G. Meers, 
NSW Fire Brigade, Bushfire Section, P.O. Box 
A249, Sydney South. 2000. 



O.F.F. NEWS -2- September/October 1997 
Meetings are held at the Uniting Church Hall, Frederick Street 

(near the corner of Letitia Street), Oatley. 
Please make yourself known as you come in. 

It is intended that meetings commence promptly at 7.45 pm. 
Visitors and children are welcome to attend all meetings and field days. 

COM1W6 EVENTS 
September 22. (Monday). Peter Sage will show his slides and tell us about THE NATURAL 
WONDERS OF ARGENTINA. Visit the remarkable Iguassu Falls, the southern tip of South America, 
the Cape Horn Glacier and see the wildlife and outstanding beauty of the national parks. Another 
evening not to be missed. 

September 27. (Saturday). FIELD DAY. Walk on the CURRA MOORS, ROYAL NATIONAL 
PARK. The Curra Moors are famous for the displays of wildflowers in spring and for the birds which are 
attracted to the blossoms. See also the beautiful coastal cliffs and Eagle Rock. The entire circuit is about 
11 km. The track is a little eroded at times but the gradients are relatively mild, dropping 140 metres in a 
distance of 4.5 km. Meet 9.30 am at the parking space on the left hand side of the Park entrance road 
before the toll Gate and about 100 metres in from the Princes Highway traffic lights. There we will 
reduce the number of cars and proceed to the Curra Moors Track car park Leader : Heather Mackey, 
phone on 9528 7071. 

October 27. (Monday). Talk on the Sea Level Changes and Coastal Wetlands. 

SPECIAL NOTICES 

Field Day. LITHGOW. Sat. October 18th 
By now most members know that the Moss Vale train 
trip advertised for October 18th has been replaced by a 
follow-up trip to Lithgow. Already 50 people have 
indicated that they will be attending. A bus which can 
cany 60 people has been ananged to visit various 
sites at Lithgow. These sites include the water and 
sewerage plants. Small Anns factory, museum, and 
more. There will be a charge of $3.00 per person for 
the bus. The leader, John Watters (tel 9534 1096) has 
asked that (a) anyone who wishes to go on the trip 
and has not put their name down please ring him 
to assure a place; (b) if you have your name down 
and you are NOT able to attend, please ring John 
to cancel so your spot can be given to someone else. 
Train to Lithgow ex Sydney Central : 8.02 am, 
an.Lithgow 10.45 am. 

ex Lithgow 3.39 pm. an. Sydney 6.23 pm. 

Camping Weekend WOMBEYAN CAVES 
November 1st and 2nd 
As there are only 6 on-site vans available at 
Wombeyan Caves, it is suggested that those requiring 
one for the Saturday night should make a booking 
without delay. Ring Wombeyan Caves Visitors 
Centre, Phone 048 435 976. More details about the 
weekend in future Ol'I1'News. 

O.F.F. TO SMIGGIN HOLES IN FEB.1998 

Enquires have been made to Smiggins Hotel and 
Chalet Apartments. The chalet, previously owned by 
Norm and Win Tonkin, has undergone extensions and 
refurbishing. Units now have new bathrooms, 
kitchenettes, queen-sized beds and TV. A large 
guestroom with an open fire has been added and two 
of the units are for family use. 
All this, of course, comes at a price. However, the 
management is prepared to offer O.F.F. a special price 
of $275 per double for 5 nights as they do not wish to 
lose our long association with Smiggins Chalet. This 
is about half the normal tariff. 
As yet no dates have been set. however, the second 
week in February has been suggested. If you are 
interested, please phone Robin Dickson on 9580 5663 
as we need to book if we wish to go ahead with this 
activity. 

SOCIETY NEWS 
Eleven people attended the Sunday wildflower walk in 
Ku-ring-gai Chase on August 17th and 31 went with 
Val Boy an on her walk around Yaralla Bay and 
Parramatta River on August 30th. The Monday 
evening talk on flying foxes and other bats was well 
attended. A donation of $50 has been made to the 
Cabramatta Bat Colony Committee in appreciation of 
their efforts. 

Hon. Secretary : Robin Dickson, P.O. Box 52, Mortdale. 2223. 9580.5663 
Hon. Editor: Alan Fairley, P.O. Box 148, Oatley. 2223. 9570.8332 
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HAZARD REDUCTION - OATLEY PARK 
The feathers have really been flying as a result of our 
complaints to the Fire Brigade over the burning off in 
Oatley Park. There have been numerous phone 
conversations between our Secretary and the Fire Brigade 
officers, Hurstville City Council officers have expressed 
disappointment in the hazard reduction methodology and 
a number of our members have sent personal letters to 
the Fire Service protesting about the burns. A Fire 
Brigade spokesman has offered to come to one of our 
meetings to explain their position and this offer will be 
taken up as soon as possible. 
Our Member for Georges River, Marie Ficarra, has also 
represented our concerns by questioning the Fire 
Service's methods in a letter to the appropriate Minister, 
The Hon R. Debus. Her letter states (in part): 
"In a predominantly urban residential area, Oatley Park 

.'/mmodates tbe largest and important expanse of 
natural bushland in the Hurstville Local Government 
Area, if not the entire St George region. Therefore 
appropriate management, sensitive to the flora and 
fauna contained therein, together with human use of this 
area, is imperative. Your comments regarding this 
environmentally sensitive issue would be appreciated, 
together with an investigation of the four items raised in 
the Society's correspondence." 
Well done, Mrs Ficarra !! OFF members might like to 
ring or write to her congratulating her for the support. 
After all, MPs don't get a lot of thanks. 

FIVE APPEALS FOR ACTION 
We've received five appeals for urgent action in the 
form of letter writing or making submissions. Below is 
a brief summary of each; more detailed information is 
available from the desk at the meeting. 
1. Protect Tasmania's Forests 
An appeal from the Wilderness Society to send letters to 
the Prime Minister, Mr John Howard, to help protect 
Tasmania's old growth forests. Point out that the Federal 
Government has a responsibility to protect unique 
biodiversity and the need to protect the Tarkine, Great 
Western Tiers and Southern Forests which are of World 
Heritage quality. 
2. Stop Urban Invasion at Kosciuszko 
Write now objecting to the planned resort expansion and 

new ski developments in Kosciuszko National Park. 
National Parks & Wildlife has put on display 5 planning 
documents, which if approved will lead to a major 
expansion of resort facilities, eg, Perisher will get 
another 1000 beds. NPWS is inviting comments on 
these proposals. Write to : Perisher Range Skifield 
Planning, PO Box 2228, Jindabyne 2627 or send a 
donation to "Kosciuszko Campaign Fund", c/- Nature 
Conservation Council, 39 George St, The Rocks 2000. 
3. Protecting WoSlemi Wilderness 
Write to NPWS, PO Box 95, Parramatta. 2124. 
Support the plan of the Colong Foundation for 
Wilderness which protects the concept of wilderness for 
Wollemi National Park, and support all road closures 
within the wilderness. 
4. Access Strategy for National Parks 
A draft discussion paper has been prepared by NPWS. 
Written comments on the paper will be accepted until 
31st October. It is vital to protect our national parks 
from the impact of 4WDrivers, horse riders, and 
commercial tourism and accommodation . These 
pressure groups seem to have the ear of government at 
the moment. You can get a copy of the Discussion 
Paper from NPWS, Hurstville. Write to : NPWS Public 
Access Strategy, PO Box 1967, Hurstville 2220 stating 
that you support parks staying havens of beauty, peace 
and nature and are against privileged trail systems for 
4WD and commercial vehicles and are opposed to 
accommodation being built within parks. 
5. NSW Forest Reforms 
The NSW Carr Government has promised far-reaching 
reform of the forest industry. Logging has been 
temporarily stopped in some high conservation value 
forests while detail studies are done. But tilings seem to 
have slowed down and are in danger of not being done. 
You can help by writing to Premier Carr, c/- Parliament 
House, Sydney requesting that he urgently (i) recommit 
the government to complete the Comprehensive 
Regional Assessments of the forests by the end of 1998 
(ii) provide extra funds to allow the necessary 
environmental and heritage data to be collected. You 
could also help by making a donation to the "Forest 
Parks Countdown Campaign", Nature Conservation 
Council, 39 George Street, Sydney. 2000. 

Dr. Mary White, speaking at Sutherland Council Chambers 
TUESDAY, 28th October, at 7:30 p.m. 



O.F.F. NEWS -2- October/November 1997 
Meetings are held at the Uniting Church Hall, Frederick Street 

(near the corner of Letitia Street), Oatley. 
Please make yourself known as you come in. 

It is intended that meetings commence promptly at 7.45 pm. 
Visitors and children are welcome to attend all meetings and field days. 

COMING EVENTS 
October 27. (Monday). Dr Neil Saintilan, research scientist and university lecturer, will talk about Sea 
Level Change and Coastal Wetlands. Given the heat generated at the recent Pacific Islands Forum on 
Cook Islands, where smaller island nations were arguing that any slight rise in seas levels would endanger 
their countries, this is a very topical issue. 

November 1st and 2nd. CAMPING WEEKEND AT WOMBEYAN CAVES. A casual weekend 
among friends at beautiful Wombeyan Caves. Short walks and cave inspections, or just relax. All on-site 
vans have been booked, so bring all your camping equipment. Meet in the camping ground at 10 am 
Saturday. It is about a 2 hours drive via the M5. Contact: John Blake, tel 9570 4796. 

November 24. (Monday). Our programmed speaker , Len Watson, is unable to attend. Alan Fairley 
will show his slides from a recent trip to the Czech Republic, followed by a social supper for our last 
meeting of the year. 

O.F.F. TO SMIGGIN HOLES IN FEB.1998 
The OFF trip to Smiggin Holes (Kosciuszko) is 
going ahead. We have had an excellent response 
and a number of rooms have already been 
booked. We will stay at Smiggins Hotel and 
Chalet Apartments. The chalet, previously owned 
by Norm and Win Tonkin, has undergone 
extensions and refurbishing. Units now have new 
bathrooms, kitchenettes, queen-sized beds and 
TV. A large guestroom with an open fire has 
been added and two of the units are for family 
use. 
The management is prepared to offer O.F.F. a 
special price of $275 per double for 5 nights as 
they do not wish to lose our long association with 
Smiggins Chalet. This is about half the normal 
tariff. 
The dates are Monday 9th to Friday 13th 
(inclusive). There are 6 rooms still vacant. If you 
are interested, please phone Robin Dickson on 
9580 5663. 
SOCIETY NEWS 
Good attendances at Society activities indicate a 
healthy organisation. There were about 70 people 
at our last meeting to see Peter Sage's wonderful 
images of natural places in Argentina. 28 people 
enjoyed a delightful day's walk on Curra Moors. 
Wildflowers were plentiful. 60 people took up 
John Watters invitation to see Lithgow by bus. 

CENTRAL AUSTRALIAN TOUR 
Members may remember Richard Quilty who 
spoke at a meeting in 1993 on Burke and Wills 
and followed it with a tour to Coopers Creek with 
a number of OFF members. Richard was so 
pleased to have the group from OFF travelling 
with him that he would like to lead another 
group, this time to Flinders Ranges, Woomera, 
Lake Fyre and Innamincka. It would take place in 
June, July or August 1998 and cost about $2000. 
We've invited Richard to speak at our March 
meeting, but if you need information before then, 
ring him on 9654 1050 

HURSTVILLE - TREE MANAGEMENT 
The Working Party on tree management 
sponsored by Hurstville met again in September. 
Alan Fairley and Sharyn Cullis represent the 
Society. Work is being done to remind residents 
of their obligations under the Tree Preservation 
Order, to prepare a Landscape Code to clarify 
Development Applications (dos and don'ts for 
developers) and brochures have been prepared 
suggesting suitable indigenous trees and shrubs 
for planting. There is an emergency number to 
ring if you suspect illegal lopping or tree removal. 
Ring Hurstville Council's Ordinance Officer and 
there will be someone on spot to check within 30 
minutes. Phone : 9963 1355. 

Hon. Secretary : Robin Dickson, P.O. Box 52, Mortdale. 2223. 9580.5663 
Hon. Editor: Alan Fairley, P.O. Box 148, Oatley. 2223. 9570.8332 
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TRIP REPORTS 
from John Blake 
Lithgow Field Day. Bus Tour on October 18th. Up 
to 50 members and visitors enjoyed this most 
interesting and informative bus tour around Lithgow 
organised and led by John Watters with additional 
comment given by the Lithgow Council Engineer 
Andrew Fairleigh who also accompanied us. 
Eskbank House was the venue for our lunch stop 
and some time was also spent looking around its 
well-stocked museum. An inspection of the 
remains of the Davy Engine House and other ruins 
at Blast Furnace Park, the Water & Sewerage 
Treatment Works and the Small Arms Factory gave 
an insight into the past and present of this fine city. 
Certainly this second trip to Lithgow proved well 
worthwhile. 

Camping Weekend. Wombeyan Caves was the 
venue for our annual camping weekend on 
November 1st and 2nd. Twenty four of our 
members and friends attended, some arriving on the 
Friday and staying over until the following Monday. 
After a brief wind and rain storm on the Friday 
night, the following days were fine and pleasant. 
On Saturday morning all participated in the 
Waterfall Walk and in the afternoon an inspection 
was carried out of the Wollondilly Cave. This cave 
is quite large, being 800 metres from gate to gate 
and comprising 520 steps. It houses some fine 
examples of stalactite roof formations, helictites, 
large shawls and columns known as the Organ 
Pipes. Formations of note include Lot's Wife and 
the Cockatoo. The usual Happy Hour in the 
evening was spent around a large camp fire. On 
Sunday morning the majority undertook the Mares 
Forest Creek Walk, viewed the limestone canyon 
from the Tinted Cave and then returned to the camp 
site for lunch. By 3 pm most had departed for home 
having had a most enjoyable weekend. 

TOWRA POINT WEEDING PROJECT 
Volunteers have been working for some time on 
removing the weeds (mainly bitou bush) from 
Towra Point Nature Reserve. The latest report from 
the manager of the project is that an area of 10 
hectares has been freed from weeds, leaving 2 to do. 
80% of the primary infestation of bitou bush has 
been eradicated. 45 volunteers have spent over 1100 
hours on the project. 
There will be work groups on 22 November and 20 
December (from 9 am to 2.30 pm). If you would 
like to help, ring Jamie Erskine on 9668 9111. 

MORE INAPPROPRIATE DEVELOPMENT 
Application has been made to Hurstville City 
Council for a three storey commercial/residential 
development at 91 Mulga Road, West Oatley. 
Given Council's objectives to limit the height of 
buildings in this area to two storeys, such a 
development is totally inappropriate and is out of 
character with other houses and shops in Mulga 
Road. To keep up with what is happening, ring 
Tony Bowden of Oatley Residents Association on 
9570 4337. 

WOLLEMI PINE ON SHOW 
If you want to see the prehistoric Wollemi Pine 
there is a good display (including a live small tree) 
in the Information Centre of Mt Annan Botanical 
Gardens. 

NSW GOVERNMENT - MID TERM REPORT 
Peak Environment groups have issue a report on the 
State Government's environmental record. "Doing 
well" is the comment for new national parks, waste 
legislation, forest protection and some relief from 
coastal development. "Could do better" is the 
comment for new pollution laws, inland rivers, 
clearing of grazing lands and sustainable transport 
policy. A copy of the review will be available at the 
next meeting night. 



O.F.F. NEWS -2- November/December 1997 
Meetings are held at the Uniting Church Hall, Frederick Street 

(near the corner of Letitia Street), Oatley. 
Please make yourself known as you come in. 

It is intended that meetings commence promptly at 7.45 pm. 
Visitors and children are welcome to attend all meetings and field days. 

COMING EVENTS 
November 24. (Monday). Our programmed speaker on Pitcairn is unable to attend, so Alan Fairley will 
show his slides from a recent trip to the Czech Republic, a feature of which are the beautiful historic 
towns and buildings. 
Also, the Fire Brigade has accepted our invitation to tell us about their hazard reduction burn policy in 
local bushland areas. There will be a talk of about 30 minutes, followed by time for questions. 
Val Boyan will be having her annual pre-Christmas bargain stall, with jams, mixed items and ideas for 
presents, so bring some money with you. 
As is usual at this meeting, there will be time for a GET-TOGETHER and a LIGHT SUPPER after the 
talk. Please bring a plate of food to contribute to the success of the evening. 

FIELD DAY, Because of the holiday season, there will be no field trip in late December. Planning for 
the 1998 season is well under way. 

FUTURE DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 
February 2nd 1998. First meeting of OFF for the new year and the Annual General Meeting. 

SOCIETY NEWS IN BRIEF 
* Display. The Society has had a display in the 
glass cabinet at the entrance to Hurstville Library 
during November. 
* Smiggin Holes in February '98. The trip 
mentioned in last OFF News is full. All 18 
rooms have been booked and there is a waiting 
list. Our Secretary, Robin Dickson, will be 
contacting those who are going to give them 
details. 
* Water Awareness Day. Robin Dickson 
represented us at this day organised by Kogarah 
Council. About 12 schools and up to 500 
students were present. There were water testing, 
walks, talks, tree planting and other activities. 
Robin reports that she enjoyed her day as a school 
teacher and that the children were very interested. 
The Council money was well spent. 
* Carrs Park. Robin also attended a meeting of 
Carrs Park Users Association to discuss problems 
associated with this small bush!and are and to 
look to its future. In general, most people 
attending were happy to keep things as they are. 
If you live near or regularly use Carrs Park and 
you have any concerns, please let our Secretary 
know. 

* Foreshore Development. Some OFF members 
attended a meeting called by Lugarno Progress 
Assoc. at which concern was expressed about the 
sub-division of large blocks into smaller units and 
the subsequent clearing of land and tree cover in 
the area. Hurstville City Council representatives 
would like to restore the Foreshore Protection 
Plan but are up against State Government policies 
which encourage greater density. 
* Donations. The Society has made donations of 
$500 to the Total Environment Centre and $100 
to the Bush Heritage Fund. The latter fund is 
based in Tasmania and headed by Bob Brown; 
funds raised are used for the purchase of 
threatened areas of bush]and throughout Australia 
so they can be protected. 
* South Australian trip. As mentioned in last 
month's OFF News, Richard Quilty is hoping to 
lead a trip to the desert areas of South Australia 
in July or August. It will be about $2000 for 14 
days. Richard is coming to speak to us in March 
but must know by the end of this month if you 
would like to go. Ring him on 9654 1050. 

Barbecue/Get-together. Monday, December 8th 
in Oatley Park near steam roller. Bring your own 
food and drink . Meet at 6.00 pm. 

Hon. Secretary : Robin Dickson, P.O. Box 52, Mortdale. 2223. 9580.5663 
Hon. Editor: Alan Fairley, P.O. Box 148, Oatley. 2223. 9570.8332 


