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First I would like to thank the outgoing committee, most of whom are standing for re-election. OFF 
could  not function without the hard work and creativity of its committee members. I would also 
like to pass on thanks to Sue Howard who will not be standing for election, but has agreed to 
continue helping out with flyer distribution and dinner organisation. John Davoren has also agreed 
to continue on as Editor. Thank you John.

I also thank the Hospitality and Welcome group: Val Douglas, Bev Watters, Sue de Beuzeville and 
Vicki Bolling.

As you have heard from Liz, we had a very good 60th year, including the successful celebratory 
dinner (thanks to Sue Howard), among the usual high quality events. These included those 
organised by our field and program officers and other events such as the stall at the Australia Day 
Function in Oatley Park. I would like to thank those who helped out at  all of our various stalls and 
of course I must not forget the field day leaders – without them there would be no walks. 

This year I would like to briefly discuss the slogan on our banners – Thinking Globally, Acting 
Locally. This is an old slogan but it still has relevance today, even in a world shrinking all the time 
due to modern communication and transport. 

This topic occurred to  me after reading an article in a magazine called ReNew, published by the 
Alternative Technology Association, otherwise known as ATA, of which I am a member. (As an 
aside, I sometimes wonder if it should be the Appropriate Technology Association as most of the 
technologies written about are no longer alternative, except maybe in the minds of our decision 
makers and those with vested interests.) 

This article, called “It's in the Stars, The importance of efficiency ratings”, discussed the importance
of choosing energy efficient appliances, thus reducing energy use in the home. This reduction in its 
turn then reduces the production of pollutants, including greenhouse gas emissions, and heat. We 
often select appliances based on factors such as cost, convenience, reliability and recommendations 
from reviews or friends. But we should also take into account the life cycle costs, which generally 
are a good indication of energy use. Of course this also saves the owner/user money over the life of 
the appliance. 

This got me thinking about the effect that people like us can have on the world. Our local actions, 
impact all of us and have ramifications for our world, as collectively our small actions can make a 
big difference. We choose whether that is a positive or negative impact. 

OFF does many things locally, starting with our latest project, the Lime Kiln Bay Wetlands 
Awareness Project, which, of course, is just a continuation of previous work by OFF members. The 
more we can make locals aware of their impact on the wetlands, the less will be the effect on the 
Georges River and the Pacific Ocean.  All that plastic in the Great Pacific garage patch has to come 
from somewhere.

Our walks and talks are also local actions that have a wider educational value. Of course we may be
preaching to the converted, but many people would not learn of these things unless they were 
members and that is a good reason to keep up the effort to gather more members and visitors. Just 
having a local presence means that some residents will gain some awareness of wider 
environmental issues. While on this subject, I should emphasise the quality of our speakers. Just a 
few days ago our first speaker from 2015, Cameron Webb was consulted on ABC radio and quoted 
in Saturday's The Sydney Morning Herald, as an expert on the topic of mosquito borne diseases. 
Thanks Matt Alison for a quality program.



OFF also lobbies the three tiers of government and puts forward the views of locals on many issues.
For example we have spoken up on issues such as sewer overflows into Dairy Creek, street trees, 
bushcare, Lime Kiln Bay GPT cleaning, Oatley Park Plan of Management, dumping of dredged silt 
in Oatley Park (no success to date though on this one!), participating in local events helping to 
spread the environmental message, submissions on reviews such as Sydney Water’s sewage 
treatment licences, etc. 

We also assist other like-minded groups with donations every year, such as the Environmental 
Defenders Office and Kuringai Bats to name just two.

As individuals, we can also have a global effect, from how we live to how we can influence others. 
Being members of OFF demonstrates to others that we value the things that OFF stands for and 
does. 

Returning to my original inspiration for my topic, energy use at home (and maybe at work also), if 
we all reduce our energy use this will have a global effect as well as having an effect on our 
pockets. This can be achieved by choosing the most efficient appliances we can.  To quote from the 
article I mentioned above: 

“ Achieving the best energy efficiency, becomes a combination of buying the item that uses the least
amount of energy to achieve the functionality you require as well as operating it in a way that 
maintains optimal efficiency over its life cycle.”

Of course we should also address the question of whether we even need the appliance at all. In fact 
does it even improve our life? Does it warrant using all the resources required in its manufacture? 

This leads on to what you do with an appliance when you have finished with it and then recycling 
generally. This is where we can have a big global impact. Most appliances contain a lot of materials 
and embedded energy and the best thing to do is to retain these and re-use them to avoid the 
production of new materials as much as possible. This of course applies to more everyday things 
that we use, such as packaging. 

We can also influence others, both individuals and those in positions of authority, using methods 
similar to those used by OFF, including petitions, letters, submissions to reviews, etc, talking to 
people, and generally sharing information. In this regard, the Internet, for those who are connected, 
is very useful. For example, on-line petitions and submissions to enquiries. 

Your investment choices can also have an influence. As I mentioned last year, many superannuation 
funds are divesting from coal, and that can be an issue you can address with your fund, or other 
investment vehicles. Donations are another way to act locally, but having a global effect.

Transport, housing and food are other areas where we impact on the world and we should consider 
how we use and consume those commodities. 

So, I think our slogan is still relevant, in fact probably more so now, as the world has shrunk. We 
are all inter-connected more than ever, so we should keep on thinking globally, and acting locally.

Now, what are we going to do in the next year! Well, many of the issues continue from last year.

First, we have to complete our project in Lime Kiln Bay Wetlands. We have conducted 2 guided 
walks and  more are planned. We have completed 30 stencils out of a estimated 120. Once these are 
done, we can carry out our post project survey. This will indicate whether we have had any effect on
locals' behaviour. 

We also have to consider what we can do to address how HCC deals with the sediment when 



cleaning out  the ponds in LKB. Unfortunately, they have refused to rule out dumping it in Oatley 
Park as they cannot see an alternative. This is not satisfactory, so we have to put our thinking caps 
on for this one.

Sewage problems. Sydney Water's recent work on the North Georges River Sub-main emergency 
relief structure in Dairy Creek seems to have had a positive result, but there could be a slight 
increase in overflows into Myles Dunphy Creek. We will have to continue to monitor this. We will 
also have to keep an eye on the sewer main in general. As I said last year, higher population means 
that this sewer main will receive more flows in future not less. Will it continue to serve us well as it 
has done for 60 years or so?  (Recent storms have resulted in sewer overflows yet again.)

Street trees. Council prepared a street tree inventory last year, although we were disappointed to 
find that it is not actually a street tree management plan. We were invited by council to comment on
this, and indicated that we would like to see a plan rather than just an inventory, but we have  not 
heard anything since our meeting. We will have to follow up this issue, particularly as more street 
trees have been lost in the last year. 

Oatley Park PoM and bushcare. Following OFF's review of the PoM, Council has  informed us 
that they will be reviewing the plan themselves. I think it will be a little while before we hear back 
from them, so this will also require follow up. In the meantime, as Liz mentioned, a volunteer 
bushcare group has now started in the park.

Meanwhile we will be continuing our involvement with the issue of the effects of coal mining on 
our water catchments. As I said last year this issue is of vital importance as we must not let our 
water catchments be ruined by these mines.

The last couple of years I have spoken about increasing our membership. Well, the good news 
again, as Liz mentioned, is that our various initiatives, such as linking membership with our 
calendar at the Oatley Village Festival and other events has resulted in our membership now 
exceeding 300. I am sure that these new members will be welcomed and receive much from their 
membership.

There may be other issues to follow up this year, and to this end the committee has decided to hold 
a strategic planning workshop in May. This workshop will focus on a number of areas, including 
communication with members, membership, promotion of the Society, finances and donations, 
meetings and field events, as well as our aims. We can also consider projects to undertake in future 
so that we are prepared when grants become available. All members will be invited so they can put 
forward their views. 

You are probably aware that the government wants to amalgamate Hurstville City and Kogarah City
Councils. This is something that we will be looking at this year. We want to be pro-active on this to 
ensure that environmental issues are at the forefront of the new Council's thinking. For example, 
Hurstville has quite a good Bushcare program, while Kogarah prides itself on its environmental 
credentials, but does not have a substantial Bushcare program. Can we improve on this situation 
with the new Council?

It looks like another busy year coming up in 2016, but I am sure that as we enter our 61st year we're
up to the task. The fight for the causes we believe in goes on. Join us in your program for the year 
and have fun and learn new things while standing up for the environment.

Graham Lalchere


