
 
OFF ACTIVITIES DURING THE FEDERAL ELECTION 
By now, readers would feel inundated with news regarding the Federal 
Election and the Coalition’s win. However, it is worth noting that the OFF 
Committee agreed on 5 issues that it believed were important for voters to 
consider when they cast their votes (as was done for the recent NSW State 
Election).  
 
The 5 issues included: 

1. declare a climate change emergency; 
2. fast-track the transition to clean energy away from coal; 
3. acknowledge the Murray-Darling crisis; 
4. develop a national waste strategy; 
5. enforce Federal environmental protection laws. 

 
OFF members were informed of these issues by email and a leaflet was 
developed and distributed at Oatley and Mortdale shopping centres. We 
found this to be a good opportunity to also promote OFF through the hand-
out of brochures. Thank you to all those who volunteered their time for this 
cause.  

 

 
 
OFF MEETING WITH GRC COUNCIL OFFICERS 
In mid-April of this year, three OFF Committee members met with Georges 
River Council Mayor, Kevin Greene and Director, Assets and Infrastructure, 
Laurie O'Connor to discuss matters of mutual interest 
 
Topics discussed during the meeting included the Urban Forest Strategy 
(tree management, green corridors, effects of development, continuance 
and funding of Bushcare), the future of the Oatley Bowling Club site and 
matters relating to compliance of developments such as sediment run-off, 
safety, asbestos and stormwater. OFF received a sympathetic hearing and 
it was agreed to have similar meetings on a regular basis.    
 

UPCOMING PLANTING AND MAINTENANCE DAYS 
A reminder that on Wednesday, 29 May 2019 Georges River Council 
Bushcare has organised a promotional planting in Gannons Park (access 
via Vale Lane, Peakhurst South) from 9.00 am. OFF are supplying the 
plants which were purchased using a Federal government grant.  
 
Also, Bushcare will be undertaking planting and maintenance on Thursday, 
30 May 2019 at Boorea Reserve (River Rd near railway underpass) from 
8.00 am – 11.00 am. Please wear closed in shoes and bring gloves and a 
hat. 

 
 

 

OFF TRIP TO TARKINE 
From 26 March to 1 April 2019, 23 OFF members enjoyed the natural 
delights of the Tarkine Forest Reserve and its surrounds in northwest 
Tasmania, whilst staying at the “Wilderness Experience” in the historic 
former mining town of Corinna. 
 
The Tarkine Forest Reserve is a huge area of temperate rainforest, sand 
dunes and coastal heathland with strong links to the Tasmanian Aboriginal 
people. The Tarkine is roughly bounded by the west coast, the Arthur River 
to the north, the Pieman River to the south and the Murchison Highway to 
the east. It is considered one of the world’s great wild places and contains 
remarkable natural and cultural highlights.  
 
Some trip highlights 
included a cruise down the 
Pieman River to the coast 
on the 1939-built “Arcadia 
11”, with most members 
enjoying a walk along the 
beach at the heads. Also, 
nine intrepid travellers 
kayaked down the Savage 
River and discovered the 
“SS Croydon” and Lovers' 
Falls. Others took a similar 
route by boat. 
 
All were taken by the 
natural beauty of the region 
and the wide range of flora 
and fauna present on 
numerous bushwalks such 
as Philosophers Falls, 
Whyte River, Middleton 
Creek, Montezuma Falls, 
Telegraph Hill and Mount 
Donaldson (with its breathtaking views).  
 
The group was amazed by the abundance of tree ferns, mosses, lichens, 
ancient Huon Pines and myrtle beeches. Wildlife was abundant, including 
boobooks, yellow-tailed cockatoos, pink robins, green rosellas, eagles, 
quolls and wallabies. Pademelons and chocolate brushtails were common 
around the cabins each night. 
 
There were no formal activities scheduled so everyone was free to be 
active, relax or socialise, which was made easy by the lack of radio, TV and 
internet. There was a great sense of camaraderie amongst the group, with 
many enjoying ‘happy hour’ drinks and barbecues. A memorable highlight 
was everyone attending a lovely dinner on the final night. 
 
Everyone took advantage of the trip to see other parts of Tasmania, with 
some going to Mount Field, Cradle Mountain and the south-west national 
parks. The group sincerely thanks Tony and Kate Porritt for organising an 
epic and truly memorable trip!   
 
More information on the Tarkine Forest Reserve can be found at: 
https://www.discovertasmania.com.au/about/national-parks-and-
wilderness/tarkine-forest-reserve  
 
Tarkine trekkers are welcome to post their photos on the OFF Facebook 
page at: https://www.facebook.com/OatleyFloraandFauna  or email them to 
off@oatleypark.com for posting on the website.
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BRIEFLY SPEAKING ………………….. 
OATLEY PARK BUSHCARE group is on the second Saturday of each 
month starting at 12.00 pm. Meet at the entrance on Oatley Park Avenue.  
 
MYLES DUNPHY STREAMWATCH details Heather Stolle 0425 291 879. 
This activity usually takes place on the Tuesday morning (9.00 am) after 
OFF General Meetings. 
 
CITIZENS CLIMATE LOBBY meetings at Oatley RSL, held on the second 
Sunday of every month. All welcome.  
 
LOCAL BUSHCARE OFF members can meet for volunteer Bushcare on 
the fourth Thursday of each month (except April and December), at 8.00 
am in three locations; 

• River Road Reserve, Oatley – soon to be renamed Boorea 
Reserve (Boorea is Aboriginal for Turpentine tree). Dates for 
2019: 30 May, 29 August and 28 November. 

• Moore Reserve, Hurstville Grove – off leash dog enclosure 
planting. Dates for 2019: 27 June and 26 September.  

• Gannons Park – location to be confirmed. Dates for 2019: 25 
July and 24 October.  

 
TAMOOR GORGE FIELD TRIP 
On Sunday 5 May 2019, 20 OFF members and their friends travelled just 
over an hour to the south-west edge of Sydney to visit the Tahmoor 
Gorge, an area that felt wild and remote, and was virtually unknown to 
almost all in the group. It is about 7 km south of Picton and is sandwiched 
between the M5 motorway and the old Hume Highway. 
 
The carpark entry point for the walk showed evidence of disrespect, with 
litter and graffiti. Yet the further the group ventured into the canyon-like 
rim and into the deep gorge, the more surprising and beautiful it was. The 
Bargo River in its base forms a series of pools, waterfalls and cascades. 

The steep sandstone canyon walls are pitted with caves and overhangs 
that expose rich coloured ochres in the layered and twisted rock strata. 
The group didn’t make it all the way  to where the Bargo River meets the 
Nepean, but many wished for another day, and an earlier start, to 
complete what would be a wilder and more challenging day.  
 
The group covered a little more than 10km at a leisurely pace; with their 
maximum altitude reached at 303 metres above sea level (masl). 
However, when taking into account all the ups and downs the total climb 
was 598 masl. 
 

 
Much of this amazing landscape is not protected; it really does deserve 
to be a national park for its scenic and conservation values. One of the 
more spectacular views is that of Mermaids Pool, known as a Dharawal 
women's site, and for its danger. There have been many  swimmer deaths 
and injuries at the location. 
 
OFF has sent letters to NSW Ministers Stokes and Kean urging them to 
protect Tahmoor Gorge as a national park and to Wollondilly Shire 
Council asking to limit urban development in the area. 

Coming OFF Events in May/Jun 2019 

OFF Full Year Events Calendar at: off.oatleypark.com/program 

 
27 May 2019 – Wildlife Wonders of the Burragorang Valley, with Deb Andrew 
Former Office of Environment and Heritage Scientist, Deb Andrew knows the restricted Burragorang Valley better than anyone. Her forays into the water 
catchment area of Warragamba Dam – one of the most intact grassy box woodlands in south-east Australia, have revealed rare and threatened woodland 
birds (like the critically endangered regent honeyeater that breeds there). Platypus and rakali inhabit the streams and rivers of the Wollondilly, Nattai and 
Kowmung. Populations of kangaroos, wallabies (including the endangered brush-tailed rock wallaby) and emu live in a natural equilibrium with their predators 
the wedge-tailed eagle, dingo and spotted-tailed quoll. It is an area of outstanding biodiversity, but the grassy woodlands of Burragorang are now threatened 
by the proposal to raise the Warragamba Dam wall and flood more of the valley. Following Deb’s talk, OFF will be screening the film ‘Give a Dam’, which 
investigates the NSW State government's controversial proposal to raise the dam wall by 14 metres.  

 
2 June 2019 – Field Trip to Glenbrook’s Red Hands Cave 
A day in the World Heritage Blue Mountains National Park is always difficult to beat. Red Hands Cave in Blue Mountains National Park is one of the best 
showcases of Indigenous rock art in the area. It's reached via Red Hands Cave loop walking track. The walking track is 9 km return in distance, and rated 
medium grade. It features some of Sydney’s finest Indigenous hand stencils and axe-grinding grooves. It is proposed that carpooling is the easiest travel 
option, with a plan to arrive at  the NPWS visitor centre at the bottom of Bruce Road, Glenbrook by 9.15 am. People who wish to make the journey by train 
could be collected by car from the station at 9.06 am. For further information call field trip leader Matt Allison on 0408 605 923. 
 

Advance Notice – OFF Annual Dinner, 11 July 2019 
Members and friends are invited to attend our Annual Dinner. The dinner will be held on Thursday 11 July 2019, in the Macquarie Room at Mortdale RSL, 
6.30 pm for a 7 pm start. The cost is $38 per person. Dinner includes bread rolls, entree, mains, cupcakes, tea and coffee. Guests may purchase their own 
drinks at the bar. Donations for our annual raffle are most welcome. Contact: Sue Howard 9579 1718 or Vicki Bolling 9580 3107. 
 
Meetings of the Society are held at the Oatley RSL Club, 23 Letitia St, Oatley (lower level sports room) from 7.30 pm to 9.30 pm, usually on the 
fourth Monday of the month. Visitors and accompanied children are welcome at meetings and field days. 
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