
 
WILD DEER PROBLEM IN NSW ON THE RISE: DEER SURVEY 
LAUNCHED 
Feral deer have become a continued and persistent threat to the Australian 
environment. As an introduced species during European settlement, wild 
deer populations are increasing rapidly across New South Wales, despite 
shooting. Rusa Deer have long been a pest in Royal National Park. We 
know that these animals damage reserves and parks in the following ways; 

• Destroy native plants through trampling, grazing, and ringbarking 
young trees – which has resulted in the loss of some plant 
species. 

• Foul waterholes. 

• Cause erosion and soil compaction due to their hard hooves. 

• Spread weeds. 
 
According to the University of Sydney, deer currently cover 17% of NSW, 
and this area has more than doubled since 2009. Unfortunately, public 
perception is mixed, with some local residents believing they are sweet 
harmless creatures which need protection and actively encourage them 
through feeding. Others who have their gardens denuded night after night 
are not so fond of them.  
 
Without an effective control, deer populations will continue to flourish and 
spread further through NSW. Recently, the NSW government announced 
plans to ease shooting restrictions, which would give all gun licence holders 
in the state the right to shoot wild deer on private properties. Currently, 
authorities have a major 
problem as shooting is an 
expensive solution. Special 
weapons and ammunition are 
required, most shooting is 
done at night and at overtime 
rates, where a vet and safety 
officer are required, which 
adds to the cost. Interestingly, 
no shooting is allowed at 
Christmas because of the 
association with Rudolph!  

Source: Australian Museum 
 

While Rusa Deer in Royal National Park and in other parts of NSW are a 
big enough problem, other states are also facing similar issues. Sambar 
Deer are reported to be in plague proportions in South Australia and 
Victoria and have made their way over the Snowy Mountains and are 
heading towards the Blue Mountains. These deer are twice the size of a 
Rusa Deer and eat proportionately more and cause far more damage to 
vehicles and people if they collide. 
 
FeralScan (www.feralscan.org.au/deerscan) is a free, community website 
and Smartphone App that allows you to map sightings of pest animals and 
record the problems they are causing in your local area. Data entered into 
FeralScan can help coordinate on ground controls to address the problem. 
Recently, the website introduced DeerScan, which will assist in building a 
detailed picture of deer populations and the problems posed by deer, and 
therefore provide a scientific basis to enact urgent control measures.  
 
Please consider reporting sightings or evidence of deer tracks, scats or 
damage caused. (Information from The Friends of Royal National Park). 
NOTE: Last year, OFF made a submission to the Federal parliamentary 
enquiry into feral animals concerning the impact of deer in Royal National 
Park and Dharawal national parks. Since then, the issue of deer culling has 
become newsworthy, with reports in the daily newspapers, evening news 
and St George and Sutherland Shire Leader. 

 

 

 
FIELD TRIP REPORT: MT WHAITE BUSH SCRAMBLE 
Mt Whaite is a rocky rise in what is known as the Blue Labyrinth in the Blue 
Mountains, south of Wentworth Falls. The area is a tangle of low mountains 
and deep ravines. Some 550 meters above sea level, it is named after our 
own Harry Whaite who explored and mapped the area as part of the 
Warrigal Bushwalking Club in the late 1930s. A total of 16 walkers met at 
the rendezvous south of Wentworth Falls on a beautiful Sunday morning, 
on 30 June 2019. The group drove on sealed road then dirt before taking 
the turnoff from Tableland Road. The locked gate came up too quickly.  
 
A 3.75 km walk along the fire trail took the trekkers deep into the bush, 
dense and implacable on either side. At the mark of the ribbon, placed 
weeks earlier, the group exited the road and clambered into the bush 
looking for the rocky bluff. Two walkers decided to return to the cars. Having 
found the outcrop looming ahead the remaining group turned left and 
struggled along the cliff line. Eventually it was time to steer further left 
looking for the rock platform and the cairn. From there Mt Whaite was ahead 
but lost in the bush, so dense it meant that the line of sight was often limited. 
 

 
 
The group scrambled down through the meadow and steeply sloped scrub, 
pushing on to the saddle then up the other side finally reaching the foothills 
of the mount. From there it was up again through rock platforms till they 
found the chute and the way onto the ledge. From the ledge, with great 
views of the Blue Labyrinth, the plaque honouring Harry and Olive Whaite 
was found. Retracing the way back was done carefully though the trackless 
bush finding each landmark till at last the road emerged, a sign of civilization 
that Harry in the early days of bushwalking would have done without.  
 
Well done to all who took part and thank you to Ian Pitt who in our 
reconnoitre re-established the way.     Julian Sheen 
 

NSW LAND CLEARING CRISIS 
The Nature Conservation Council (NCC) has expressed its concern about 
the extent of land clearing across NSW. It declares that a State Government 
report shows that tree clearing has tripled in NSW in five years and that 
bushland the size of the Australian Capital Territory has been approved for 
bulldozing. Landholders who clear illegally are rarely held to account. “This 
is disaster,” NCC CEO Kate Smolski said. “Hundreds of thousands of 
hectares of wildlife habitat are being bulldozed under these laws with 
virtually no oversight, accountability or enforcement of environmental 
protections.” 
 
NCC is appealing for donations to help stop this unchecked deforestation 
that could drive koalas and other species to extinction. Contact NCC at 
hello@nature.org.au
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BRIEFLY SPEAKING ………………….. 
OATLEY PARK BUSHCARE group is on the second Saturday of each month 
starting at 12.00 pm. Meet at the entrance on Oatley Park Avenue.  
 
MYLES DUNPHY STREAMWATCH details Heather Stolle 0425 291 879. 
This activity usually takes place on the Tuesday morning (9.00 am) after OFF 
General Meetings. 
 
CITIZENS CLIMATE LOBBY meetings at Oatley RSL, held on the second 
Sunday of every month. All welcome.  
 
LOCAL BUSHCARE: Next Maintenance day will be at Gannons Park 8 am to 
11 am on 25 July 2019. 
 
NATIONAL TREE DAY 28 July 2019 Planting event will be between 9 am - 
11 am at Beverly Hills Park, Beverly Hills (opp. 133 Tallawalla Street). Plant 
giveaway will at Olds Park, Forest Road, Penshurst (next to Penshurst 
Library) from 8 am - 2 pm; bring rate notice and you can volunteer to assist. 
 

SOLAR ENERGY AND REDUCING POWER BILLS TALK 
Last month's speaker, Anna Moltchanski from Our Energy Future, gave an 
excellent talk on energy saving ideas for your home. Topics included 
insulation, blocking draughts, what to do with windows, heating and cooling, 
hot water, solar power, battery storage and LED lights. For further information 
visit: www.ourenergyfuture.org.au 

 

FOX SIGHTINGS 
Predation by the red fox is listed as a Key Threatening Process both 
nationally and in NSW. Local Councils are undertaking a joint control program 
and as part of this program you can report fox sightings across the region. By 
reporting a fox, you can play a part in the control effort and help protect native 
species. To record fox observations, go to www.foxscan.org.au or 
www.feralscan.org.au/foxscan/ or download the FeralScan Mobile App.  
 

LIME KILN BAY WETLANDS 
There was another sewer overflow into Dairy Creek recently.   The committee 
will continue to raise this ongoing problem with the relevant authorities. To 
view an article published in St George and Sutherland Shire Leader regarding 
the overflow visit: 
https://www.theleader.com.au/story/6257125/photos-owls-death-points-to-
dirty-deeds-in-dairy-creek/" 

 
 
 

ANNUAL OFF CELEBRATION DINNER 
The annual OFF Celebration Dinner was held on Thursday, 11 July 2019. 
The very successful event was attended by 41 guests. Everyone enjoyed a 
lovely meal, followed by the annual raffle. Thanks to all members for their 
generous donations to our raffle. The cupcakes provided by Sue Howard 
again proved very popular and were a delicious end to the meal. Mortdale 
RSL turned out to be a great venue, with plenty of room to socialise. Sincere 
thanks again to Sue for such brilliant organisation. 
 

 
 
WINTER FLOWERING IN OATLEY PARK 
Winter is the time when many Australian natives shine! A welcome burst of 
colour that will bring a smile to the coldest face. Take a walk around the 
Headland Track and enjoy the many plants which flower in winter.  
 
Most conspicuous are the wattles, with three species 
putting on a show – Acacia myrtifolia (pictured), Acacia 
ulicifolia and Acacia longifolia.  
 
Also outstanding are the orange flower-cones of 
Banksia spinulosa, a small shurb with narrow toothed 
leaves. 
 
Keep an eye open for delicate ground orchids which 
grow on the edge of the track, like the Finger Orchid, 
Petalochilus pictus (pictured). It is a ground orchid 
which grows to 30cm tall with white to pink flowers. It 
can be found on plateaus and slopes. Winter doesn’t 
have to mean staying indoors, so enjoy the crisp air 
and wonderful natives in bloom at this time of year.  

Coming OFF Events in Jul/Aug 2019 

OFF Full Year Events Calendar at: off.oatleypark.com/program 

 
22 July 2019 – Natural Wonders of Western Australia 
Kim Wagstaff and Alan Fairley showcase the natural wonders of Western Australia - the flora and the landscapes. 
 
27 July 2019 – Field Trip to Yeramba Lagoon at Picnic Point along the Georges River 
Meet at 10.00 am at Yeramba Lagoon, Henry Lawson Drive, Picnic Point. Parking is only available on the road. Take care crossing Henry Lawson Drive. A 
relatively short walk approximately 1.5 to 2 hours. May be wet underfoot so wear appropriate shoes. Note there are no toilets available near the lagoon. The 
group will view the work done at the lagoon to remove the weeds, then continue a circuit walk to view the surrounding bushland. The group then has the option 
to drive to Lambeth Reserve approx. 2 km along Henry Lawson Dr for a picnic lunch (tables and toilets available). For those keen for another walk there is an 
easy stroll along the boardwalk to Georges River National Park along the waterfront. Wear suitable clothing, footwear and bring food and water.  
Leader: Vicki Bolling contact on 0427 870 240. 
 
Meetings of the Society are held at the Oatley RSL Club, 23 Letitia St, Oatley (lower level sports room) from 7.30 pm to 9.30 pm, usually on the 
fourth Monday of the month. Visitors and accompanied children are welcome at meetings and field days. 

 
 

OFF Secretary: Liz Cameron, PO BOX 52, Mortdale 2223 Tel: 9580 6621 Email: off@oatleypark.com 
Website: off.oatleypark.com 

OFF Newsletter Editor: Adelina Cubelic 
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