
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONSERVATION VALUE OF REMNANT BUSHLAND 
Recent studies have highlighted the value of small patches of bushland, once 
considered nearly worthless. They have shown that the remaining small 
isolated patches of habitat are disproportionately important for the survival of 
many species compared to the size of the remnants. A paper by William 
Laurance, Research Professor at James Cook University, gives several 
reasons why these small patches of native vegetation can be critically 
important to; 

• save unique biodiversity; 

• restore ecosystems which are a source of native plants seeds, 
seed-dispersing animals and native pollinators; 

• to provide steppingstones for mobile wildlife, such as birds and 
bats; 

• help purify water supplies, filtering out pollutants and reducing silt 
from soil erosion; 

• provide opportunities for recreation and nature education. 
Read more at: https://ensia.com/voices/ecosystem-remnants-biodiversity-
nature/ 
 

OFF FIELD TRIP TO YERAMBA LAGOON 
Last month’s walk saw a change of pace with a relaxed 1.8 km walk around 
Yeramba Lagoon by a group of 13 OFF members. The remediation work on 
the lagoon seems successful so 
far, as the waters were mostly 
clear of any choking weeds. 
More work will be done in the 
future to enable flushing by the 
saltwater of the Georges River, 
to prevent the return of the 
weeds.  
 
Walking clockwise, the first 
section is more protected from 
the sun and less frequently 
burnt. The group passed some 
beautiful small sandstone cliffs 
and rock outcrops. Members were surprised by the extent of the reserve (335 
ha) and the very good condition of the bushland, albeit surrounded by 
suburbia. 
 
After the walk the members continued to Lambeth Reserve for a quick lunch 
and then walked along the boardwalk beside the Georges River, downstream 
to the National Park. There is some lovely bushland on one side and pretty 
views of the river on the other. Most of the group had not visited these areas 
before and were pleased to find some new bushland sites close to home. 
To view the photos visit:     http://off.oatleypark.com/2019/07/29/yeramba-
lagoon/      

Vicki Bolling 
 

KOALA HABITAT TO BE LOST 
The Georges River Koala Network (comprised of several environmental 
groups such as OFF, National Parks Association and Total Environment 
Centre) has been campaigning to save the koala habitat at Mt Gilead 
(between Rosemeadow and Appin).  On 24 July 2019, Campbelltown Council 
approved Lendlease's D.A. to clear trees, de-water dams and carry out 
earthworks at Mt Gilead, to allow for 1700 home sites. More information at: 
https://www.macarthuradvertiser.com.au/story/6295783/developer-wins-
fight-to-clear-mount-gilead-of-trees-and-dams/?cs=1437" 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WATTLE DAY AUGUST OR SEPTEMBER? 
Anyone who went to Primary School in NSW in the 1950s or 1960s will 
remember Wattle Day. It was held on August 1st and students were 
encouraged to research wattles or native plants, wear sprigs of wattle, play 
wattle games, write poems or stories with wattle as a theme, and so on. 
August 1, 2019 was a perfect day for such activities given most wattles in the 
Sydney area were in flower. So, why is Wattle Day now celebrated on 
September 1st when most of Sydney's wattles have finished flowering? 
 
Recognition of the many wattle species (750+) as a distinctive feature of the 
Australian flora and an inspiring focus for spring festivals was evident in the 
Australian colonies well before Federation. In 1899 the Wattle Club began in 
Victoria; its founder, Archibald James Campbell would lead a trip on the first 
day of September into the countryside to look for wattle. He suggested a 
national Wattle Day in a speech in September 1908. Not to be outdone by 
Melbourne, botanists such as J. H. Maiden of Sydney's Botanic Gardens 
called a public meeting in August 1909 to support a Wattle Day and to set 
aside a day on which Australia's national flower might be worn and displayed.  
By 1910, branches of a Wattle Day League were active in Sydney, Melbourne 
and Adelaide. Festivities were held each year on 1st September, marked by 
bunches of wattle and planting of wattle trees in schools and parks. 1913 saw 
the incorporation of wattle into the design of the Commonwealth Coat of 
Arms. 
 
Wattle Day festivities intensified during 
World War 1 when wattle sprigs were 
widely used as a symbol of national 
patriotism. Sales of wattle badges and 
blossoms by organisations like Red 
Cross were a way of helping soldiers on 
the war front. In Sydney, demand for 
bunches of wattle were so great that 
demand could not be met on 1st 
September, so in 1916 Wattle Day 
celebrations were put forward to 1st 
August.      Acacia longifolia 
 
Thus, began the divide which continued until 1992. Interest in Wattle Day 
gradually declined in NSW, but in Victoria the Wattle Day League lasted until 
the 1960s, continuing its push for celebrations on 1st September, which 
happily coincided with the first day of Spring. In the 1980s there was a 
renewal of interest in Wattle Day in NSW, when Maria Hitchcock and the 
Australian Plants Society campaigned for a national wattle. The issue was 
resolved on 23 June 1992, when the Governor-General Bill Hayden declared 
that 1st September should be observed as National Wattle Day in all 
Australian States. Prior to this, as part of Australia's Bicentennial Celebrations 
in August 1988, the then Governor-General, Sir Ninian Stephen, proclaimed 
Acacia pycnantha (Golden Wattle) to be Australia's national floral symbol. 
 
These two proclamations from Canberra were a double blow to NSW (as well 
as QLD and NT). Not only was Wattle Day to be celebrated on a day when 
few wattles were in flower, but the chosen national wattle does not even occur 
around Sydney or further north, being distributed only in southern NSW, VIC, 
TAS, and around Adelaide and Perth. So, we have a national flower which is 
not nationally distributed and are asked to accept a national celebration in the 
wrong month of the year. Fortunately, the genus Acacia (wattle) is found 
nation-wide and the many species are truly iconic Australian flora which can 
be celebrated at any time of the year. 
 

Alan Fairley (Extract from article first published in Doryanthes) 
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BRIEFLY SPEAKING ………………….. 
OATLEY PARK BUSHCARE group is on the second Saturday of each month 
starting at 12.00 pm. Meet at the entrance on Oatley Park Avenue.  
 
MYLES DUNPHY STREAMWATCH details Heather Stolle 0425 291 879. 
This activity usually takes place on the Tuesday morning (9.00 am) after OFF 
General Meetings. 
 

❖ The Georges River Council Mayor has pledged $1000 to Georges 
River Streamwatch from his discretionary fund for this financial 
year. 

 
CITIZENS CLIMATE LOBBY meetings at Oatley RSL, held on the second 
Sunday of every month. All welcome.  
 
LOCAL BUSHCARE: Next Maintenance day will be at River Road Reserve 
Oatley from 8 am to 11 am on 29 August 2019. 
 
OATLEY BOWLING CLUB SITE: Tenders are to be called soon for the site's 
remediation plan and for an overall master plan for the site. There will be 
public consultation for the master plan.  
 
MOOREBANK INTERMODAL: OFF recently made a submission to the 
Independent Planning Commission concerning the adverse effects which this 
huge industrial development will have on the Georges River.  Details at RAID 
Moorebank http://www.moorebank.org/about 
 
GANNONS PARK: Approximately 2480 plants have now been planted. More 
will be planted before September in the Oatley electorate under the NSW 
Minister's Conservation Fund. 
 

POWER OF COUNTRY EVENT 
This event will be held on 5 September 
2019, at 6.00 pm in Sydney Town Hall 
(lower Town Hall) You are invited to join 
Traditional Owners and community 
members facing the worst of fracking 
gas fields in the Northern Territory. The meeting is your chance to hear 
directly from people on the front line of fracking in NT. There will be live music, 
a panel discussion, short film and action stations. 

 
MUOGAMARRA NATURE RESEARVE NEAR COWAN OPEN  
The reserve is now open for 6 weekends this Spring from 10 August to 15 
September 2019.  Get there as early as you can. There are paid guided tours, 
or you can do a self-guided tour. Park access fee: adult $15, child/concession 
$10, family $40 (2 adults, 2 children). National Park annual passes not valid. 

GEORGES RIVER FLORA - EAST HILLS GROUP ACTIVITIES 
The Australian Plants Society invites you to a talk by Karlo Taliana on the 
flora of the Georges River National Park.  Wednesday 4 September 2019, at 
7.30 pm in Lugarno-Peakhurst Uniting Church - Forest Road, Lugarno 
(opposite Chivers Hill shopping centre). 
 
On Sunday 8 September 2019, from 10 am the East Hills Group will be 
hosting a visit to Sylvan Grove Native Garden, 7 Sylvan Grove, Picnic Point. 
Bankstown Council horticulturist, Jim Mackay will be leading a guided walk 
through the garden, always full of flowering native plants at this time of year.  
For more information, phone Liz Cameron 9580 6621. 

 
WAR ON WASTE AND PLASTIC BOTTLE TOPS 
Victorian charity Envision uses 3D printing software to turn plastic bottle lids 
into mobility aids. The Little Achievers Kindergarten in Penshurst supports 
this cause and is collecting them. They also collect bread tags and have 
collection bins in their entry foyer. The bread tags are sold to a plastic 
moulding company and the money is used to buy wheelchairs.  
 
OFF encourages members to save these items which are otherwise added 
to the waste stream and donate them to this worthy cause. The address is  
20 Austral St, 2222 Penshurst. 
 
*Note from Envision: 
We can only use bottle caps with a grade 2 or 4 plastic. So, any with a ‘2’ or 
‘4’ on the actual cap (not the bottle) will be fine. The number must be stand 
alone, not within a code. This will generally include soft drink, water and milk 
bottle caps. To see if the cap is usable, you can look at the numbers located 
on the underside of the cap. Any caps without numbers will be unusable as 
we have no way of knowing what grade plastic they are. We also ask that the 
caps are please rinsed before they are donated and that no extra plastic, 
metal or other material is attached. We also cannot accept any larger lids, 
such as those found on Vegemite or peanut butter jars as they are too difficult 
to process. 
 
GEORGES RIVER COUNCIL AND DUMPED RUBBISH 
Our Secretary, Liz Cameron, recently thanked Council for their prompt 
removal of rubbish from Poulton Park. A Council employee collected the 
rubbish within 24 hours of the notification. Fiona Stock, Co-ordinator 
Environment Sustainability and Waste GRC,  welcomed the feedback - noting 
that their employees do not receive many positive comments from the public. 
With regards to dumped rubbish, the best way to report to Council is through 
a phone call, 9330 6400 or email mail@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au with photos 
and as much detail as possible.  

Coming OFF Events in Aug/Sep 2019 

OFF Full Year Events Calendar at: off.oatleypark.com/program 

 
26 August 2019 – Reptiles and Frogs of the Sydney Basin 
Jayden Walsh shares his extensive knowledge of reptiles and frogs of the Sydney Basin. 
 
31 August 2019 – Field Trip from Waterfall to Heathcote, Via Uloola Pools - Royal National Park  
This is an 11 km walk along medium grade tracks and trails taking about 5 hours to complete. A pleasant walk, catching scenic views over the valleys and 
bushland, spotting wildflowers, and crossing Uloola Brook and Kangaroo Creek (Karloo Pool). Bring your swimmers if you fancy a dip! Catch the 8.38 am 
(Mortdale) or 8.40 am (Oatley) train arriving at Waterfall at 9.06 am.  For those travelling by car we will meet at 9.15 am in the carpark just on the eastern side 
of Waterfall station for the start of the walk. The walk will finish at Heathcote Station where the trains back to Mortdale/Oatley run every half hour. Bring plenty 
of water, snacks, lunch and appropriate clothing and footwear. Walk Leader Kim Wagstaff (M) 0437 791 988 
 
Meetings of the Society are held at the Oatley RSL Club, 23 Letitia St, Oatley (lower level sports room) from 7.30 pm to 9.30 pm, usually on the 
fourth Monday of the month. Visitors and accompanied children are welcome at meetings and field days. 

 

OFF Secretary: Liz Cameron, PO BOX 52, Mortdale 2223 Tel: 9580 6621 Email: off@oatleypark.com 
Website: off.oatleypark.com 

OFF Newsletter Editor: Adelina Cubelic 
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