
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DON’T FRACK THE NT 
Origin Energy is planning to extract coal seam gas in the Northern Territory 
(NT) using fracking - threatening land, water, country and our climate. NT 
residents, particularly Traditional Owners, are opposed to this potentially 
damaging proposal. There will be a rally outside the Origin Energy Annual 
General Meeting on Wednesday 16 October 2019 to demonstrate against 
their plans. You can show your support by joining the rally which will be held 
at Martin Place from 8.00 am – 10.00 am. For more information, visit:  
https://www.facebook.com/events/932640450404558/ 
 

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY INTO KOALAS 
It has recently been reported that the NSW Parliament is currently holding an 
inquiry into the many threats facing koala populations and their habitat around 
the state. “Koala populations are facing increased threats across NSW with 
even the healthiest colonies at risk as critical habitat is destroyed, and the 
climate grows hotter and drier”, the parliamentary inquiry heard. For the full 
story visit: https://www.smh.com.au/environment/conservation/nsw-s-koalas-
in-crisis-as-threats-rise-on-many-fronts-inquiry-told-20190816-p52hvw.html 
OFF is a member of the Georges River Koala Network. 
 

OFF FIELD TRIP WATERFALL TO HEATHCOTE  
On Saturday 31 August 2019, 11 OFF members enjoyed a spectacular and  
scenic wildflower walk from Waterfall to Heathcote along the Uloola track via 
Karloo Pools (11 km). Uloola walking track meanders through the picturesque 
highlands of Royal National Park. 
 

 
Photo: James Deli 

 
There was a huge variety of wildflowers in many different colours, including 
a splendid showing of Darwinia and Red Spider Flowers - Grevillea oleoides.  
Walking conditions were perfect and thanks to the recent rainfall, the 
waterfalls and pools were at their best with plenty of aquatic fauna.  
 
A thoroughly enjoyable day - thanks to Kim Wagstaff for organising and 
leading the walk. 
 
Photos from the walk can be found on the OFF Facebook page at: 
https://www.facebook.com/OatleyFloraandFauna/photos/pcb.29118160188
93087/2911811732226849/?type=3&theater 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS OF THE SYDNEY BASIN  
Jayden Walsh gave an entertaining and informative talk during the last 
monthly OFF meeting on Monday 26 August 2019. His presentation was 
highlighted with photos from his impressive collection.  During the talk, he 
defined reptiles and amphibians, and shared examples of unusual 
characteristics of the Australian fauna – such as that some Australian frogs 
don’t have a typical tadpole stage – for example, the gastric-brooding frogs 
and the Red-crowned Toadlet.   
 

 
Red-crowned Toadlet 

 
Jayden also gave advice on attracting frogs and lizards to our gardens 
through the use of ponds in partial or full sun (tree frog tadpoles like warm 
water). He also suggested some plants that attract insects and provide 
sheltering bark such as paperbarks, eucalypts as well as the use of rocks, 
logs, roof-tiles, corrugated iron and pipes for more shelter. Apartment-
dwellers don’t have to miss out – simply adding a lily pad pot on the balcony 
can be attractive to Peron’s Tree Frogs.   
 
It was emphasised bush rock should not be brought into a garden as its 
removal from sandstone outcrops has led to a serious decline in the rare 
Broad-headed Snake that shelters under it in winter.  Jayden spends a lot of 
time looking for reptiles and frogs in the Sydney Basin and has located some 
rare species through perseverance and familiarity with their habits. 
 

OFF RESEARCH GRANTS 2019 
This year, we received 11 applications for an OFF-Research Grant. They 
were all very good and the OFF committee agreed to increase the grant 
allocation from $4000 to $6000, allowing us to distribute $2000 to each of the 
three successful researchers. The grant recipients for 2019 are: 

• Dympna Cullen - Studying the ecological refuges for the Crest-
tailed Mulgara following a prolonged period of drought. 

• Simon Gorta – Researching micro and macro-habitat use by arid 
birds under land management and drought-related stressors. 

• Gracie Liu - Investigating the causes and effects of disease 
caused by the Chytrid Fungus on amphibians. 

 
A condition of the grants is that recipients make a presentation on their project 
during an OFF meeting.  We look forward to hearing how these research 
projects have increased the knowledge bank of natural history.  The 
committee would like to thank our members for their generous donations 
which have enabled us to make these significant contributions to the research 
projects. 
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BRIEFLY SPEAKING ………………….. 
OATLEY PARK BUSHCARE group is on the second Saturday of each month 
starting at 12.00 pm. Meet at the entrance on Oatley Park Avenue.  New 
participants welcome, please contact John Kensett, GRC Bushcare Officer, 
m: 0435 963 643 
 
MYLES DUNPHY STREAMWATCH details Heather Stolle 0425 291 879. 
This activity usually takes place on the Tuesday morning (9.00 am) after OFF 
General Meetings. 
 
OATLEY LIONS VILLAGE FESTIVAL SATURDAY, 19 OCTOBER 2019  
A reminder that OFF will have a stall at the 
Oatley Lions Village Festival.  Members are 
invited to spend an hour or two helping on 
the stall, or to just drop by and have a chat.  
 
The 2020 Oatley calendar - The Heritage 
and History of Oatley - will be available for 
sale, discounted to OFF members. 
 
CITIZENS CLIMATE LOBBY meetings at Oatley RSL, held at 2.30 pm on the 
second Sunday of every month. All welcome. 
 
OFF BUSHCARE MAINTENANCE PROGRAM: Next Maintenance Day will 
be at Gannons Park where the plantings took place in May and June –
opposite Vale Lane, from 8 am to 11 am on Thursday 26 September 2019. 

BUSHCARE'S BIG DAY OUT 1 SEPTEMBER 2019 
OFF members joined other Georges River Bushcarers at Oatley Point 
Reserve on the morning of Father’s Day to spend several hours tackling an 
infestation of the exotic succulent, Mother of Millions. The 26 participants from 
different Bushcare groups then enjoyed socialising over a splendid morning 
tea provided by Georges River Council. 
 

FEDERAL GOVT STRONGER COMMUNITIES PROGRAMME 
OFF has completed a regeneration project in the Banks electorate, funded 
by the Federal Government through the Stronger Communities Programme 
(Round 4).  2,500 tubestock of native species were planted and a new 
Georges River Council Bushcare group has been established at the site in 
Gannons Park. 
 

MY COMMUNITY PROJECT 
Thanks to members and others who voted in My Community Project. The 
RSL Youth Club has been successful in winning a grant for the installation of 
air-conditioning in both Youth 
Club venues. This includes the 
hall adjacent to the RSL where 
OFF may be able to hold its 
meetings in future if we cannot 
use our current venue due to 
renovations.  

Coming OFF Events in Sep/Oct 2019 

OFF Full Year Events Calendar at: off.oatleypark.com/program 

 
20 September 2019 – Visit to historic property ‘Glenlee’ in Lugarno 
OFF members are invited to visit ‘Glenlee’, 50 Boronia Parade, Lugarno, next to Heinrichs Reserve at 10.00 am. This 2.5 ha property has been in the Matthei 
family since the early 1900s but the Matthei brothers passed away last year and the property is likely to be sold. The family would like OFF members to have 
the opportunity to see what a beautiful, undeveloped spot it is. 
  
‘Glenlee’ is a mix of vegetable/fruit garden and bushland with a great view of Oatley Park.  There is a steep slope with quite a few stairs, from the house down 
to the river and the bushland has some uneven ground but it is fairly easy to get around the property. Some older members of the Matthei family should be 
available to talk about the history of Glenlee.  It is possible to make tea and coffee in the house, so please bring a mug if you would like a cuppa.  
 
23 September 2019 – Myles Dunphy - the man. 
At our monthly meeting President Graham Lalchere will outline the history of a famous and former long-term resident of Oatley, Myles Dunphy.  Myles 
championed the cause of national parks in Australia for most of his life and he is commonly referred to as the NSW Father of Conservation. 
 
27-29 September 2019 – Weekend at Capertee National Park 
Accommodation in the homestead and cottage is fully booked for the weekend.  If others wish to join this activity, campsites are available.  Please notify OFF, 
and book your campsite through the NSW National Parks & Wildlife Service:  
https://www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/camping-and-accommodation/campgrounds/capertee-campground/local-alerts  Leader: Deb Andrew.   
 

ADVANCE NOTICE – EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 
Sunday 3 November - Hawkesbury River cruise 
This 2.5-hour morning cruise will start from Brooklyn and travel downstream, passing Dangar Island.  Commentary by an on-board historian will focus on the 
wartime history of the river. Cost of the ferry trip is $45 ($40 concession) and includes morning tea.  If you are interested, please contact Graham Fry on 9580 
6621 or fryg45@gmail.com for more information and to reserve your place. 
 
January 2020 – Snowy Mountains in summer 
OFF members have a long tradition of spending up to a week in the Snowy Mountains in summer to escape Sydney’s heat and humidity and to experience 
the wonderful display of mountain wildflowers.  We need to book soon to reserve accommodation in the lodge at Charlotte Pass where we now usually stay.  
It will probably be for the 2nd or 3rd week of January.  If you are interested, please contact Graham Fry on 9580 6621 or fryg45@gmail.com with preferred 
dates and how long you intend to stay. Cost is approximately $120 per room per night. 
 
Meetings of the Society are held at the Oatley RSL Club, 23 Letitia St, Oatley (lower level sports room) from 7.30 pm to 9.30 pm, usually on the 
fourth Monday of the month. Visitors and accompanied children are welcome at meetings and field days. 
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