
 
RODENTICIDES A THREAT TO OWLS AND WILDLIFE  
Anticoagulant rodenticides are rat and mouse poisons which act as blood 
thinners and are one of the most common methods of controlling unwanted 
rodents. Unfortunately, studies in other parts of the world have shown that 
these poisons – especially the longer-lasting “second generation” 
rodenticides – can harm wildlife when they eat poisoned rats and mice.  
 
Second generation anticoagulant rodenticides take a long time to break 
down, so an animal can take multiple baits before it dies. There have been 
numerous studies in America and England about the devastating impact of 
these rodenticides on wildlife. Wildlife that have been particularly affected are 
owls, but other birds and animals, including pets that have picked up a dead 
rodent have also been impacted.  
 

 
   An Oatley Bushland Resident: Southern Boobook Owl  
 
If you do decide to use rodenticides, then it’s important to know which ones 
you are using. Warfarin and coumatetralyl are “first generation” anticoagulant 
rodenticides which break down much faster than other rodenticides and are 
less likely to cause poisoning in native wildlife that eat poisoned rodents. Most 
rat and mouse poison packaging doesn’t make it obvious which rodenticides 
are used in the product. The actual rodenticide contained in the baits will be 
after the words “Active Constituent”.  
 
The second-generation rodenticides that have been identified as causing owl 
deaths contain either Bromadiolone or Brodifacoum. If you do choose to use 
these products, be sure to follow the directions on the label to help reduce 
the risk of unintentionally poisoning wildlife.  
 
At present, these powerful rat poisons are available at most supermarkets 
and hardware stores. The Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines 
Authority is now reviewing how these are regulated because of concerns to 
human health and impacts on wildlife populations.  
 
Other countries like the United States and Canada have already restricted 
the stronger poisons to licensed pest controllers. They have banned outdoor 
use and require lockable bait boxes to keep children and pets away from 
baits. These steps might not be enough to overcome Australia’s unique risks 
but allowing the current situation to continue is guaranteed to result in more 
poisoning of wildlife and our pets. 

Graham Fry 
LIONS OATLEY VILLAGE FESTIVAL 
OFF ran a successful stall at the festival, promoting a range of activities. 
Enthusiastic members sold local plants and the 2020 calendar, and provided 
literature and advice. We also had displays on the 'Redcycle' scheme 
(recycling plastic bags through supermarkets) and our local stormwater 
system, and ran a children's art demonstration. 'Plastic Man' also did the 
rounds. Thanks also to Oatley Lions for running a great festival. 

 
CULLING NOISY MINERS FAILS IN NSW TRIAL 
Over the past 20 years there has been a large increase in numbers of noisy 
miners in eastern Australia. Due to their aggressive behaviour they are very 
effective in driving out other birds from their territories. Their impact is now so 
severe that they have become a “key threatening process”, therefore making 
it possible to take measures to control their numbers.  
 
At the recent Australasian Ornithologists Conference in Darwin, there were 
several papers presented on this problem. Studies have shown that these 
birds are edge specialists, they like tall eucalypts and grassy areas and are 
not found in the middle of forests or where there is a thick understorey.  
 
Over-clearing of bushland and injudicious planting have created perfect 
conditions for the noisy miners to thrive. Recently, a research project in 
western NSW carried out surveys of several sites where miners were present 
and recorded the number of birds before and after the culling of the miners. 
The sad result was that notwithstanding the culling of over 600 miners in 
these sites, within days there were just as many miners back in these same 
areas. Thus, culling in this habitat is not an effective strategy for controlling 
noisy miners.  
 
Unfortunately, none of the research presentations had any answers on how 
to control these birds other than re-establishing ground cover and 
establishing large contiguous forested areas rather than narrow strips.       

Graham Fry 
 
VISIT TO HISTORIC ‘GLENLEE’ LUGARNO  
On September 20, 2019 a small number of OFF members and others 
accepted an invitation to visit Glenlee, an historic property at 50 Boronia 
Parade, next to Heinrichs Reserve. This 2.5-hectare property has been in the 
Matthei family since the early 1900s. The Matthei brothers passed away last 
year and the property is likely to be sold. Members of the family wanted OFF 
members to have the opportunity to see what a remarkable and unique spot 
it is before possible development takes place. 
 
‘Glenlee’ is a mix of vegetable/fruit garden, stables, workshops, sheds and 
bushland with a great view of Oatley Park. The waterfront jetty and boat 
sheds are accessed by an impressive set of steep hand-hewn sandstone 
steps, quarried on site.  
 
The property also contains significant bushland and possible aboriginal sites, 
e.g. rock grooves and a midden. It is hoped that any future owner does not 
over-develop the property and preserves the natural and historic attributes of 
the area.  
 
The visit was not without incident, as part of the jetty collapsed when some 
visitors were walking out to the pontoon at its end, leaving some stranded on 
the pontoon and in the river. It took some time to rescue everybody unscathed 
and secure the pontoon to stop it drifting down the river. An eventful day 
highlighted by the wonderful hospitality of the Matthei family 
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BRIEFLY SPEAKING ………………….. 
OATLEY PARK BUSHCARE group is on the second Saturday of each month 
starting at 12.00 pm. Meet at the entrance on Oatley Park Avenue. New 
participants welcome, please contact John Kensett, GRC Bushcare Officer, 
m: 0435 963 643 
 
MYLES DUNPHY STREAMWATCH details Heather Stolle 0425 291 879. 
This activity usually takes place on the Tuesday morning (9.00 am) after 
OFF General Meetings. New volunteers always welcome. 
 
CITIZENS CLIMATE LOBBY meetings at Oatley RSL, held at 2.30 pm on 
the second Sunday of every month. All welcome.  
 
LOCAL BUSHCARE Members can assist by volunteering to maintain OFF 
planting sites, usually on the fourth Thursday of each month (except 
December) at 8.00 am.  This month we will be working on the fifth Thursday, 
the 31st, at Boorea Reserve near Oatley Station. 
 
AUSSIE BACKYARD BIRD COUNT will be held during 21-27 October 2019. 
For information on how to register and submit a count, visit: 
https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/ 

 
RECENT CONTACT WITH GRC 
OFF has sent letters to the Georges River Council regarding several matters 
including the removal of dead timber from council reserves, the issues 
associated with BMX riding in reserves, and the problems arising from the 
new adventure playground in Oatley Park (including graffiti and parking). 
Personal contact with the Mayor and Council staff by OFF committee 
members have highlighted these problems. 

 
 

CRUISE SHIP TERMINAL AT YARRA BAY 
Historic and environmentally sensitive Botany Bay is already under 
significant pressure from the effects of local industry, container ships, the 
airport and pollution. However, the NSW government proposes to build a 
"Mega" cruise ship terminal at Yarra Bay, La Perouse. It will involve the 
construction of wharves, breakwaters and dredging of the seabed. The 
Kamay Botany Bay National Park, including the historic Bare Island and 
Kurnell foreshores, as well as Towra Point Nature Reserve will also be 
adversely affected. For more details visit https://saveyarrabay.com/the-
threat-to-yarra-bay 
 

TRIP TO CAPERTEE NATIONAL PARK 
Over the last weekend in September, OFF members booked out the 
Homestead and Cottage in Capertee National Park in what is becoming an 
annual event. Deb Andrew led the group on several walks in the hope of 
spotting the elusive regent honeyeater. Sadly, it was not to be although there 
was plenty of wildlife – scarlet honeyeaters, little lorikeets, woodswallows, 
wombats, wallaroos, eastern greys, red-bellied black snakes and lace 
monitors.  
 
The group also had the 
opportunity to view firsthand the 
woeful tree planting carried out by 
National Parks and see how the 
weeds had neatly colonised the 
furrows ripped into the hillsides. A 
short video of the weekend can be 
found at 
 https://vimeo.com/366174401 
 
 

Coming OFF Events in October/November 2019 

OFF Full Year Events Calendar at: off.oatleypark.com/program 

 
28 October 2019 – 2019 OFF Research Grant Results Presentation  
Our two recipients of the 2019 OFF Research Grants will be outlining the results of their separate PhD studies at our October general meeting. Justin Collette 
has been researching seed dormancy and germination of Rutacaeae species. Claudia Santori spent her time and efforts on investigating Murray River turtles 
through tracking devices. Come along and show your support for these two wonderful graduates who are striving to improve knowledge and the survival of our 
vulnerable species of flora and fauna respectively.  
 

3 November 2019 – Hawkesbury River Cruise  
Some years ago, OFF joined the River Postman cruise for a delightful cruise on the Hawkesbury river which covered the area upstream from Brooklyn. This 
cruise will cover the downstream area around Dangar Island. We will have an historian on board to provide a commentary on the history of the area including the 
little known but fascinating war history of the river. The ferry will leave from Brooklyn wharf at 10.00 am, returning at 12:30 pm. The most convenient travel method 
is by train. Catch the 7:43 am Oatley, 7:45 am Mortdale train to Central and then change to the 8:48 am Newcastle train arriving at Hawkesbury River station 
(Brooklyn) at 9:49 am. This allows for 10 minutes to get to the wharf. We will have around 30 minutes at Central to get a coffee if desired. Bring your own lunch 
or buy it at the wharf after we return to Brooklyn. Unfortunately, the ferry to Dangar Island doesn’t leave until 1:30 pm and therefore will be too late for lunch on 
the island. The trip is easy except for the two flights of stairs at Hawkesbury River station which are steep and there is no lift. Return trains leave hourly from 
Hawkesbury River and it takes approximately 2 hours to get back to Oatley, so depending on your luncheon arrangements you can get back home from 3.00 pm 
onwards. The cost of the ferry trip is $45 or $40 for concession ticket, and the cruise includes morning tea. The train trip is covered by the Opal fare system. If 
you are interested contact Graham Fry on 9580 6621 or fryg45@gmail.com to reserve your place.  
 
January 2020 – Snowy Mountains in Summer (ADVANCE NOTICE – EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST) 
For many years, OFF members have had a tradition of spending up to a week in the Snowy Mountains during summer to escape the Sydney heat and humidity 
and experience the wonderful display of mountain wildflowers. We are again exploring the possibility of going to the Snowy in January 2020. If we are to go 
this summer, we need to start making bookings now to reserve space in the lodge at Charlottes Pass where we normally stay. If you are interested, please 
contact Graham Fry on 9580 6621 or fryg45@gmail.com and advise on how long you would be staying and if you have any preferred dates. Dates are yet to 
be finalised but will probably be in the 2nd or 3rd week of January. Costs generally work out to be around $120 a night per room. 
 
Meetings of the Society are held at the Oatley RSL Club, 23 Letitia St, Oatley (lower level sports room) from 7.30 pm to 9.30 pm, usually on the fourth 
Monday of the month. Visitors and accompanied children are welcome at meetings and field days. 
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