
 
OFF PARTICIPATES IN GRAFFITI REMOVAL DAY 
OFF members and friends tackled two local graffiti sites on Sunday, 27 
October 2019, as part of Graffiti Removal Day. The Oatley side of Como 
Bridge and the Myles Dunphy Reserve sewer viaduct received a fresh coat 
of paint and were finished with anti-graffiti compound.   
 

 
 
The volunteers received lots of positive support and appreciation for the work 
from passers-by, all saying they would like to see murals at both locations.  A 
sincere thanks to those who participated in the project, which took over 50 
manhours to complete.  Special credit goes to those who came from outside 
Oatley: 

• Cameron from Botany 

• Emily and Thomas from Como 

• Joanne from Jannali  

• Catherine from Hurstville Grove 
 

Also, thanks to OFF members Vicki and Graham, Sonia and Greg, Sharyn 
and Phil, Geoff Francis and James and Peter, as well as Melissa who 
provided essential transport for the supplies from Myra Place to the bridge. 
For more information visit: https://www.facebook.com/OatleyFloraandFauna 
or https://www.theleader.com.au/story/6463574/anti-graffiti-crusaders-
attack-draw-bridge/ 
 

WIN FOR BLUE MOUNTAINS 
The NSW Government has purchased the last undeveloped peninsula 
plateau in the Blue Mountains - the Radiata Plateau - to protect it in the 
national parks system. The Plateau is near the Explorers tree west of 
Katoomba. This is the result of decades of campaigning by the community 
led by the Blue Mountains Conservation Society. Radiata Plateau is home to 
endangered species like the spotted-tail quoll and greater glider and is 
culturally significant to the Aboriginal community. Now it will be protected 
forever. 
 

OFF MEMBER CHARGED DURING XR PROTEST 
Former Hurstville councillor Anne Wagstaff was one of 30 people arrested at 
the Extinction Rebellion (XR) protest on 7 October 2019.  XR, which uses 
non-violent direct action - believes the government should declare a "climate 
and ecological emergency, halt biodiversity loss and reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to net zero by 2025 and create and be led by the decisions of a 
Citizen's Assembly".   
 
Even though she did not resist arrest, Anne received injuries to her feet, upper 
arms and shoulder when the police used excessive force to remove her from 
the road, causing her to scream in pain. She was charged with "not comply 
with police direction regarding road closure".  Anne is due to appear in court 
on 21 November 2019. For more information visit:  
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-10-07/sydney-protests-extinction-
rebellion-marred-by-arrests/11580058 

 

2018 OFF RESEARCH GRANTS 
At the October meeting, the recipients of the 2018 OFF Research Grants 
gave presentations on their research. The talks were interesting and 
rewarding to our members, who through their donations have helped fund 
these scientifically significant research projects, which will positively impact 
Australian flora and fauna. Below are summaries of the research, provided 
by the grant recipients. If any OFF member would like to see the full reports, 
contact Graham Fry on fryg45@gmail.com. 
 

Report from Claudia Santori: Influence of captivity on habitat 
choice of head-started juvenile Murray River Turtles (Emydura 
macquarii) 
The Murray River turtle (Emydura macquarii) was once very abundant in the 
Australian Murray-Darling Basin, but it has suffered a 69% decline in the last 
40 years. Loss of recruitment is thought to be a major driver of this decline. 
Incubating eggs in captivity and releasing hatchlings might be a valid 
conservation solution.  
 
Identifying whether captivity influences hatchlings behaviour, and what 
habitats they select upon hatching, is important to guide the management of 
this species. We conducted a radio-tracking experiment to assess whether 
aquatic vegetation is a preferred habitat for hatchling E. macquarii, and if 
captivity affects this choice.  
 
We fitted 36 hatchling E. macquarii with radio-transmitters, 18 upon hatching 
(“fresh hatchlings”) and 18 after one month in captivity (“captive hatchlings”). 
We tracked their movements daily for two weeks. After a similar initial 
dispersion and exploration time, the fresh hatchlings settled in protected, 
vegetated areas near the banks of the wetland or near large patches of 
aquatic vegetation, whereas captive hatchlings selected locations further 
from vegetation. As a result of this research we now recommend that 
hatchlings should be released immediately after they hatch into areas where 
aquatic plants are abundant. This knowledge will be key to design a large-
scale conservation programme for Murray River turtles. 
 

Report from Justin Collette: Seed dormancy of difficult to 
germinate Rutaceae 
Australian species from the Rutaceae family are very difficult to germinate. I 
aimed to learn the germination cues required for germination of these 
species, by carrying out germination experiments. Additionally, I looked at 
how seasonal preferences for germination interact with rainfall seasonality of 
the species’ location.  
 
I obtained over 10,000 seeds which I used in germination experiments that 
were designed to test the seasonal requirements of germination, as well as 
the roll of smoke cues, light and heat. To draw broader conclusions about the 
seasonal preference for germination, I included a literature search which 
yielded seven extra species. 
 
Of the 18 species tested in this experiment, 9 showed germination, 6 showed 
limited germination and 3 showed no germination at all. Overall, smoke had 
a positive effect on germination. Dark treatments and heat-shock treatments 
didn’t significantly affect germination. After adding species from the literature, 
I looked at the seasonal preferences for germination. For species from 
seasonal rainfall areas, there was a slight preference for warmer 
temperatures, for species from Mediterranean rainfall areas (winter rainfall) 
there was a slight preference for cooler temperatures and for species from 
sub-tropical rainfall (summer rainfall), there was a strong preference for 
warmer temperatures.  
 
These germination results are crucial for the conservation of these species, 
setting up germination protocols for seed banks to follow, allowing for the 
propagation of these species.

 

OFF News
 

Oatley Flora & Fauna Conservation Society Inc. 
Working to protect, conserve and enhance the natural environment locally and globally, since 1955 

Issue 11/2019 Nov/Dec 2019 

ISSN 2207-7863 

https://www.facebook.com/OatleyFloraandFauna
https://www.theleader.com.au/story/6463574/anti-graffiti-crusaders-attack-draw-bridge/
https://www.theleader.com.au/story/6463574/anti-graffiti-crusaders-attack-draw-bridge/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-10-07/sydney-protests-extinction-rebellion-marred-by-arrests/11580058
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-10-07/sydney-protests-extinction-rebellion-marred-by-arrests/11580058
mailto:fryg45@gmail.com


BRIEFLY SPEAKING ………………….. 
OATLEY PARK BUSHCARE group is on the second Saturday of each month 
starting at 12.00 pm. Meet at the entrance on Oatley Park Avenue. New 
participants welcome, please contact John Kensett, GRC Bushcare Officer, m: 
0435 963 643 
 
MYLES DUNPHY STREAMWATCH details Heather Stolle 0425 291 879. This 
activity usually takes place on the Tuesday morning (9.00 am) after OFF 
General Meetings. New volunteers always welcome. 
 
CITIZENS CLIMATE LOBBY meetings at Oatley RSL, held at 2.30 pm on the 
second Sunday of every month. All welcome.  
 
LOCAL BUSHCARE LOCAL BUSHCARE Members can assist by volunteering 
this month to help planting at Dairy Creek near the recently constructed culvert 
under Glen Road on Thursday 28 December 2019, from 8.00 am to 11.00 am. 
Ring Matt to confirm on 0408 605 923. 

 
OFF DONATIONS SUMMARY 
In 2016 OFF reviewed its practice of donating annually to conservation 
organisations and since 2017, has funnelled annual donations totalling $15,000 
from OFF members into our Research Grant Fund.  These donations have 
been part of other grants to students thereby leveraging our money into 
research funding of over $100,000 which certainly makes a difference in our 
preferred areas of research.  
 
To date, seven postgraduate students have benefited, and the quality of their 
research demonstrated, through presentations at our meetings, that it is money 
well-spent.  Already this year, before donations start coming in with 
membership renewals, members have contributed more than $300 to the Fund. 
OFF members have continued to support conservation organisations on an 
irregular basis, through the sale of produce and bird cards at meetings and on 
stalls.  The major providers have been Jan Douglas, and Bev Watters, with 

further contributions from Melina Amerasinghe and Graham Fry.  Income from 
these sources resulted in the following donations this year: EDO $506.50; TEC 
Save Koalas $111; Birdlife Australia Threatened Species Program $77. Thank 
you to all members for their continued generosity. 

 
FUN ON THE HAWKESBURY RIVER 
On November 3, 2019 the day started with an early train from Oatley, the 
weather cloudy with the hopeful hint of rain. We arrived at Hawkesbury River 
station and formed a group of 33, an excellent turnout. The ferry - a catamaran, 
arrived at the nearby dock and we were all soon aboard. We first headed across 
the river to the site of a sunken historic Australian warship, HMAS Swan and 
then voyaged up the river toward West Head, passing Juno Point. The 
commentary provided by Peter Rea was excellent focusing on the wartime 
importance of the Hawkesbury rail crossing and the extensive military 
installations set up to protect it. 
 
As we approached West Head the ocean swell became decidedly choppy but 
the evidence of war time construction on the peninsular was very impressive 
and the lively water added to the drama. There were vertical and horizontal rail 
lines as well as several gun installations. We then turned back into the river, 
leaving Broken Bay and Lion Island behind us. We sailed successfully over the 
site of a WWII minefield and returned briefly to our port at Brooklyn. After that 
we went west under the old railway bridge where our commentator enriched the 
journey with tales of engineering success and incompetence. It was interesting 
to hear that the rail link north was paramount to Australia’s wartime security. 
 
The ferry continued further upriver as far as the wreck of the first HMAS 
Parramatta, and then returned us to our starting point, during which we heard 
stories along the way of the 160-tonne paddle steamer - General Gordon, which 
led an adventurous life as a ferry and tourist boat in the 1800s. After a pleasant 
lunch, we made the trip back home. Many thanks to Graham Fry for putting the 
tour together.                Julian Sheen 

Coming OFF Events in November/December 2019 

OFF Full Year Events Calendar at: off.oatleypark.com/program 

25 November 2019 – Chris Lloyd Presentation on The Five Islands of Wollongong Bird Refuges 
Chris Lloyd takes you off the coast of Wollongong to the 5 Islands where he has been instrumental in the conservation strategies of these important seabird 
refuges. This will be the final meeting for 2019, and a social supper will be held. Please bring a plate of food to share. Tea, coffee and other drinks can be 
purchased upstairs. 
 

2 December 2019 – Christmas in Oatley Park: All OFF Members Welcome! 
This year, for our annual Christmas get-together, we will gather at the Castle (not the Children's Playground). Meet at 5.30 pm. BYO meal and Christmas cheer, 
as well as chairs and tables for a relaxed social evening. Note that the Park closes at 8pm. 
 

7,14 and 21 December 2019 – OFF Pop-Up Christmas Street Stalls 
POP-UP STREET STALLS will be run in Oatley and Mortdale on Saturday mornings in December (7, 14 and 21) between 8.30 am - 12.00pm. We will be selling 
Oatley 2020 Calendars, greetings cards, and promoting OFF, alongside Oatley Lions (who will be selling their Christmas cakes) and Oatley Heritage and Historical 
Society. If you can spare some time on any of those days to assist, please email Liz Cameron at elsmere02@gmail.com. 
 

5 – 12 January 2020 – Snowy Mountains in Summer: Pygmy Possum Ski Lodge, Charlotte Pass 
OFF has again booked accommodation at the Pygmy Possum Ski Lodge at Charlotte Pass for our summer Snowy trip. The lodge has been booked from Sunday 
5 – 12 January. People can stay for as long as they like within the week but note that if you intend to stay for more than 4 days, it is cheaper to use the weekly 
rate. The rates are $69 per person, per night or $276 per person, for the week. To make a booking go to the Elouera Club website, 
https://eloueraskiclub.asn.au/bookings/ and fill in the booking form. In the box labelled "booking ID number" add 2704. Contact Graham Fry on 95806621 or 
fryg45@gmail.com if you require any further information. 
 

3 February 2020 – OFF Annual General Meeting 
Next year's first Monday meeting will be the Annual general Meeting. A reminder that this is the time when we are calling for members to form a new Committee 
for 2020. You are invited to nominate at the AGM. The Society is looking for someone to manage the OFF Website and a new OFF News Editor. 
 
Meetings of the Society are held at the Oatley RSL Club, 23 Letitia St, Oatley (lower level sports room) from 7.30 pm to 9.30 pm. Visitors welcome.  

 
 

OFF Secretary: Liz Cameron, PO BOX 52, Mortdale 2223 Tel: 9580 6621 Email: off@oatleypark.com 
Website: off.oatleypark.com 

OFF Newsletter Editor: Adelina Cubelic 
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